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CANNEL COAL. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


has become the principal Cannel Coal used in 

the Metropolis, Its joint products of gas of high 
illuminating power, and coke of good quality, make it 
one of the most economical coals known. ‘The Crystal 
Palace was lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-office, 
and 7'imes Office, are at present. 

FIRE-CLAY RETORTS and PIPES. 

FiRE-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) OF ALL 
DESCRIPTIONS. 

G. H. Ramsay, Broad-chare, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Manufactory established in 1801. 


"METROPOLIS GAS, 1850 to 1860. 
OR SALE, bound in Calf, 917 pages, 


price £1. lls. 6d., a few copies of Reports of 
Proceedings in Porliament, and elsewhere, on Matters 
affecting the Supply of Gas in the Metropolis, viz. : 
The Great Central Gas CoNsUMERS BILL, 1850; 
The ARBITRATION BETWEEN MR. CROLL AND THE 
ComMPANY, 1857; The MARYLEBONE Gas ConsUMERS 
CompaNny’s BILL, 1859; City Gas Company’s BILL, 
Lords and Commons, 1859; and, The MeTROPOLIS Gas 
REGULATION BILL, Lords and Commons, 1860. 

W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, LONDON. 





Just published, 


()3SERVATIONS on the Paper read 
by JOHN SHUTTLEWORTH, Esq., before the 
British Association at Manchester, on 


THE MANCHESTER GAS-WORKS. 
Reprinted from the JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING, 
WaTEeR SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


Price 3d. each, or 5s. per 25 copies. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, LONDON. 


wax TED Immediately, by the 

Advertiser, a situation as WORKING 
MANAGER ofa Gas-work, where the annual make of gas 
is not Jess than 8 million cubic feet. Has had nearly 20 
years practical experience with Clay and Iron Retorts 
in his present situation as Manager, and is competent 
and willing to see to the Laying of Main and Service- 
Pipes. Meter Fixing, Inspecting, Repairing, &c. First- 
class References. 

Address, ** X. Z.,” care of Mr. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, LONDON, E.C, 


ORLESTON AND SOUTHTOWN 
GAS-WORKS, 

WANTED immediately, a steady respectable Man 
who thoroughly understands the Manufacture and Dis- 
tribution of Gas in Iron Retorts, the Laying of Mains 
and Services, the Fixing and Repairing of Meters, 
and the Setting of Retorts. As the Works are small, 
he will have to perform al) the duties required, with 
the assistance of a lad in the summer, and a man in 
winter. 

There is a comfortable dwelling-house on the pre- 
mises. 

Applications, stating age and qualifications, with 
Testimonials of character and fitness, may be sent to 
C, J. PALMER, Esq,, the Secretary to the Gorleston 
Gas Company, 28, Regent Street, GREAT YARMOUTH. 


ANAGER wanted at the Swindon 
GAS-WORKS. He will be required to devote 
himself exclusively to the business of the Company, and 
must be competent to Lay Mains and Services, Fix 
Meters, Direct the Setting of Retorts,and Keep the 
Working Accounts. It is desirable that he should pre- 
viously have had the management of small Gas-works. 
Anight-stoker is employed, ond also a young man to 
assist. There are 66 public lamps, which are lighted and 
extinguished nine monthsin the year by the night-stoker, 
assisted by the young man; and the Manager will have 
to make the gas by day. Wages, 20s. a week, with 
house, coals, and light. Annual make, between 2 and 3 
million cubic feet. 

Applicants are requested to state, in their own hand- 
writing, age, reference, and number in family; and to 
send copies of Testimonials, not the originals, as the 
Directors will not undertake to return Testimonials, 
nor to reply to all letters. 

_Applications to be addressed (post paid) to Mr. 
EDWaRD VALLIS, the Secretary, Swindon, WILTS. 














WANTED, GAS-WORKS TO PURCHASE 
OR LEASE. 


TE County and General Gas 
CONSUMERS COMPANY (Limited) are desirous 
f purchasing or leasing GAS-WORKS on equitable 
erma, 

Application to be made to the Engineer of the Com- 
pany, Mr. H. P, STEPHENSON, 58, PALL MALL, 8.W. 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


OSEPH COWEN and CO,, 
BLAYDON BURN, WEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ** Gas 
Retorts and OTHER OBJECTs in Fire CLay.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE, 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 


J COHN RUSSELL AND CO, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make ail kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

Gan Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocke, 
Dies, and ‘Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 


RICKETS’ AND HAMMOND’S 
G LOBE %.F.@ @ FZ. 





A SHADOWLESS GAS-BURNER. 
AGAR STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


T° 





be Sold, a quantity of Gas 


APPARATUS, consisting of two small Gas- 


holders, with Columns and Girders, Cast-Iron Con- | 


denser, Scrubber, Purifiers, and Tar-tank, Retort 
Conuexions for 19 Retorts, Hydraulic Main, &c., &c. 

The above may be seen at the late works of the Ux- 
bridge Old Gas Company, which were purchased by the 
Incorporated Company, and now thrown out of use. 

A Schedule of the articles can be seen, and full par- 
ticulars may be obtained, on application to Mr. ALFRED 
Penny, Wenlock Iron-Works, City Road, Engineer to 
the Company; or to the Secretary, Mr. WILLIAM 
GARDINER, Solicitor, UxBripeg, who will receive 
Tenders, on behalf of the Company, for the whole, or 
any part, of the apparatus. 


WANTED, a situation as Manager 
of a Gas-Work, by a Practical Man, Is a first- 
class Gasfitter, Main and Service-Layer; understands 
the Erecting of Works, Distribution of Gas, &c.; up to 
Gas-Meters, Wet and Dry. Can produce first-class 
Testimonials. 

Address, W. D., 172, St. John Street Road, Clerken- 
well, Lonpon, E.C, 





BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 








| § 





Subscription { 15s.in Advance ]DOUBLE I'o. 
per Ann. { 18sCredit. Price 1s. 





CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-L'YNBE. 


Wiliam COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIERE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the rhortest notice, 
and on the most reasonuble terme. 

London Agents: 
JAMES LAWRIE & ©), 
63, OLp Broap Sturet, City, LONDON, 





CHANGE OF OFFICES. 
LONDoN, 
104, LEADENHALL Street, E.C, 


EORGE ANDERSON,, 

GAS and CONSULTING ENGINEER, Patentee | 

of the Gas Exhauster, Retort Settings, Valves, &c., | 
begs to intimate that from the 15th of December next 

his business address will be 16, ADAM STREET, | 

ADELPAI, W.C, 
G. A. begs to announce to his friends in the Pro- 

vinces that next spring these offices will have a room | 

set apart, and fitted up with superior apparatus, for | 
the Photometrical and Chemical Testing of Gas, and for 
the Testing of Meters agreeabie to the new Act, when 
he will be happy to see gentlemen desirous of inquiring 

into those matters. | 

| 

TO GAS COMPANIES AND FITTERs, | 


WANTED, by a respectable Young, 
MAN, a Situation as SERVICE-LAYER aud | 
GASFITTER, Can have good Reference. | 
Address, J. H., care of Mr. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, Lonpon, E.C, 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 








| 
TO GASFITTERS. 
ANTED immediately, a Good) 
GASFITTER, Wages £1, 6s. per week. | 
Applications, with References as to character and | 
ability, &c., to be addressed to Mr. J. L. Cocker, | 
Manager, Gas-Works, Meithyr-Tydvil, GLAMORGAN- | 
SHIRE. 





STATION-METERS. i 
ANTED, Second-hand Station- | 


METERS (Parkinaon’s make), to pass 2000 to 
10,000 feet per hour. 





Apply to X. ¥. Z., care of Mr. Kina, Publisher, | 
JouRNAL OF Gas LicutTtne Office, 11, Bolt Court, | | 
Fleet Street, Lonvon, E.C. | 


| 
TATION-METER on Sale at the! 
Warrington GaseWorks, capable of passing 7000 
feet per hour, with Hydraulic By-paas, 7-inch Inlet 
and Outlet-pipes, Clock, and Tell-tale; complete, and | | 
in thorough repair, 
Apply to Mr. HARRISON VBEVERS, at the above 
Works, for further particulars. | i 


Q* Sale, a Centre-Valve, for Four) 
Purifiers, with 8-inch Connexions; as good 
aa new. } 
Apply to Mr. Asquitu, Gas-Works, Keighley, YorkK- | 


| 
| 
ECOND-HAND GAS APPARATUS | 


| 
FOR SALE AT TUE 
NEW GAS-WORKS, WHITBY, 


Consisting of 
P A PURIFIER, 
12 ft. long, 4 ft. 4 in. wide, and 4 ft. deep; two Parti- 
tions, with Covers, Lifting Gear, aud Riddles, &c., come | 


plete. 
A PURIFIER, 
With two Boxes, 8 ft. 10 in. by 4 ft. 6 in.. and 3 ft. || 
deep, with Centre Partitions, Four-way Valve, and 
Covers, complete. 
SEVERAL 6-INCH SLIDE-VALVES. 
Two ATMOSPHERICAL CONDENSERS, with 
Top and Bottom Boxes, Covers, and Vertical Pipes. 





HIRE. 
Oct. 18, 1861, 





| 
| 
i 


Severat Lenetus oF HYDRAULIC MAINS, A C 


With D-shaped Oval and Circular Retort Mouthpicces,/ 
Lids, Cross-Bars, and Screws; Discharge and Aygaed) 
Pipes, 4-inch bore; with several other useful articleer 
The above are well worth the notice of persons-en-/ 
gaged in the erection of Gas-Works, as they Wille! 
sold at little more than the price of old metal. >t 
For further particulars, apply at the Gas-Works;té 
Mr. ALFRED Topp, Secretary, WHITBY. =. 
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|| Samuel Crossley, advertise that they “intend manufacturing Dry as well as” Wet Meters, and it is worthy of particular notice 
'|that they intend to do so “ after 40 years experience in manufacturing Wet Gas-Meters of such a quality that has enabled 
them, as they say, to maintain a superiority over all other; and this, be it also particularly noticed, after they had advertised 
|in the Journa. or Gas Licutine, January 29, 1861, “their improved low-spouted Gas-Meter with new patent float arrange- 
|| ment, which entirely overcomes the difficulty experienced by ordinary Wet Meter.” 


'|and are not affected by the most severe frost. ‘ 


years ; and, at the conclusion of such contract, to leave the Meters all in perfect working order. 


|| Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to mannfacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
|| Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
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THREE 
MEDALS AWARDED TO 
THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


LORD REDESDALE’'S “SALE OF GAS ACT.” 


DRY METERS V£ZERSUS WET METERS. 
LONDON, February 25, 1861. 
Tuomas Gover begs to call the attention of Gas Companies and others to a few facts, which, if duly considered, must 
lead to most important conclusions :— 


1. That since Tuomas Gover commenced to manufacture his Patent Dry Gas-Meters (which is now upwards nln 
years), every Wet Meter Maker of any importance in England has been compelled to manufacture Dry Gas-Meters ; a in 
the Journat or Gas Lieutine, of date of 12th of February, 1861, Messrs. William Parkinson and Co., successors to the late 





2. That it is quite consistent with Tuomas GLover’s knowledge that Wet Gas-Meters, called “ low-spouted or ** com- 
pensating Wet Meters,” have already been proved to be incapable of continuous working or registration, and for this reason 
the manufacturers of these Meters have been induced to seek the repeal of Lord Redesdale’s (righteous) Sale of Gas Act. 


3. That every year the Patent Dry Gas-Meter manufactured by Tuomas Grover has risen in favour with Gas Companies 
and Gas Consumers, placing him in the proud position of being the largest manufacturer of Gas-Meters in the country. 


Tuomas Grover guarantees his Patent Dry Gas-Meters to meet all the requirements of the “‘ Sale of Gas Act,” to give 
accurate and unvarying registration with steady lights ; and, from their peculiar construction, cannot be tampered with, and 
may be fixed in open situations even above or below the level of the lights. They work with less pressure than Wet Meters, 


Tomas Grover guarantees to uphold all Meters sold by him for 5 years free of expense to the purchaser, or for a 
trifling per centage per annum will contract with any Gas Company to uphold their Meters of his manufacture for a series of 


N. R.— Agents in several parts of England are wanted. Apply by letter, or personally. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
“Establishes 1816. 


PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 








“It is well known that in Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. ~~ 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the ciosing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invente a. 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of vonage J it. ae 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sutiicient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the inc 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRNAL oF Gas LicutrINa. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Meter, which, hitherto, they have been wnable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &e., &e. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
_ EMINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 


————— — —— —_—__— ——— —— 
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NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 

| An Exhibition of Art, Agriculture,and Manufacture, has recently 
| been held at Metz, in France.’ In the chemical department, a 
druggist (pharmacien) of Metz, exhibited a number of stop- 
'pered bottles full of Provence roses, double violets, and marsh- 
mallow flowers, which had been dried more than two years, 
but (preserved by a peculiar process, of which he has the 
secret) were as brightly coloured as if they had been just 
gathered. MM. Lair and Kessler exhibited engravings 
reduced by an improvement on the process of Messrs. Brad- 
bury and Evans. Instead of mechanically stretching or 
compressing a sheet of india-rubber, they make use of a proof 
(épreuve) of gelatine. When this very malleable substance is 
soaked in water, it expands evenly in every direction, and the 
designs traced on its surface are enlarged with perfect uni- 
formity. ‘‘When, on the other hand, part of the water 
which the gelatine absorbs in its viscous tissues is withdrawn, 
then the design is compressed, and a sharpness is given to the 
engraving, which in no other way have artists been able to 
obtain.” 

Fowler’s steam-plough was worked on the plains of Frascati 
in the presence of thousands of spectators, not only in the 
daytime, but at night, illuminated by an electric light. 
According to another account, by M. de Fonvielle, the ground 
was too dry for the ploughs to work effectively (as might have 
been expected at that season in France), and the electric light 
failed to illuminate regularly the part of the ground which the 
plough was working. M. de Fonvielle prefers to the English 
system of rope traction, a system which, he says, is at present 
in use at Liedts—of which, we confess, we have never heard. 
We can only say, that if there is anything in this invention to 











| the green sands from which the well of Grenelle derives its supply. 


which he refers, the inventor will find no lack of purchasers in 
England. 

Paris has lately received a new supply of water from an 
Artesian well at Passy, which has been so long in the hands of 
the engineers. The work has not been well managed; time 
and efficiency have been sacrificed to vain attempts at cheap- 
ness—penny wise and pound foolish; but it is finished, and 
the municipality have reason to congratulate themselves on a 
decided success, although eminent authorities do not take 
quite such a favourable view of the future produce of the well 
as M. Dumas, whose paper was lately published by Galignani. 
The engineer was M. Kind, a Saxon miner, who had success- 
fully executed the deepest boring operations on record. In 
July, 1855, he contracted to supply within a year, for the sum 
of 350,000 francs, 13,300 cubic métres of water in each 
twenty-four hours. Any money saved he was to have. If he 
spent the whole sum, he was to get nothing. In March, 
1857, he had nearly completed his task, and had not quite 
spent the sum he had contracted, when an accident destroyed 
his hopes and profits. The following is abridged from a paper 
lately read before the Academy of Sciences by the eminent 
natural philosopher, M. Dumas :— 


The idea of boring this well originated with the necessity of providing 
pure and wholesome water for the population of Paris, which, in a short 
time, had increased from 1,200,000 souls to 1,700,000, thus materially 
augmenting the causes of infection to which the waters of the Seine are 
necessarily subject. Paris rests upon a stratum of chalk, abouth 500 metres 
in depth, covered with about 50 métres of various strata of tertiary soil, and 
itself resting on nearly 50 métres of marl or clay, which is in contact a 

e 


| successful boring of the latter had established the fact that the water which 
| these sands received from localities at a distance from Paris might be made 


Post-Office orders must be made payable at the | 


| the concentric one of sheet~iron has sunk to 530 métres. 





to rise to the surface, and even to 30 or 40 métres above. But the experi- 
ment had only been tried for bores not exceeding a diameter of from 20 to 
30 centimétres, yielding a supply of from 2000 to 4000 cubic métres of water 
per day. M. Kind came forward with an offer to borea well of a diameter of 
60 centimétres, yielding 13,300 cubic métres at an altitude of 25 métres 
above the highest point of the Bois de Boulogne. Though limiting his promises 
to the yield above stated, he declared his conviction that it would reach 
39,600 métres, an assertion which most engineers considered exaggerated, 
deeming it highly improbable that an increase in the diameter would increase 
the supply. On December 23, 1854, the works were resolved on, and the spot 
chosen in the neighbourhood of the Bois de Boulogne, where the high tem- 
perature of the expected column of water might be turned to account. But, 
the enterprise was Te with difficulties, which required the unflinching 
perseverance of M. Kind to overcome, although, out of the 587} métres which 
constitute the depth of the new well, there were scarcely 30 offering any 
serious obstacle, and these were situated in the clay either above or below 
the chalk stratum. On March 31, 1857, the bore had already reached 528 
métres, and water was hourly expected, when suddenly the tube of sheet 
iron which supported the clay was crushed by its pressure at a depth of only 
30 métres from the top. This accident it took nearly three years to repair ; 
a shaft of the depth of 53} métres had to be dug close to the bore, through 
all the most dangerous strata, and lined partly with sheet, and partly with 
cast-iron, and masonry. Its diameter was 3 métres throughout the 
two-thirds of its depth, and 1-70 for the rest. It was a work of extreme dif- 
ficulty. Cast-iron tubes, of the thickness of 35 millimétres (four-fifths of 
an inch), were starred or cracked in all directions, as if they were mere glass. 
More than once the workmen refused to risk their lives in this work, and the 
city engineers had to set the example of personal courage. This stupendous 
labour was not brought to an end before the 13th of December, 1859. The 
old orifice was then cleared, and the boring recommenced, and continued 
without any further accident to the depth of 550 métres, when the tube, 
composed of wood, strongly hooped with iron, and ending in a bronze pipe, 
2 métres of which were fitted into the wood, the remaining 12 métres being 
free, stuck fast in such a way as to render all further progress nearly hope- 
less. However, M. Elie de Beaumont, having, upon a mature examination 
of the specimens brought up by the borer, declared water to be close at hand, 
it was resolved that the bore should be continued with a small diameter, to 
be afterwards enlarged if necessary. Water was found for the first time, at 
577} métres; but, as we know, remained a few métres below the level of the 
orifice. A second tube of sheet-iron, 70 centimétres in diameter, 2 in thick- 
ness, and 52 métres in length, 12 of which were loopholed in order to let the 
water pass, was sunk, and soon stopped in the clay. The boring was now 
resumed, to attain the largest diameter, until the 24th of September last, 
when M. Kind saw not only his promise fulfilled, but even his hopes, to a 
certain extent, realized. ‘The bronze tube has remained where it was, but 
On the 2nd inst., that 
of the well at Passy was 20,000 cubic métres in twenty-four hours. M. Dumas 


| attributes the diminution of the yield at Grenelle to a diminution of pressure, 


and is inclined to believe that when the tube at Passy shall have been brought 
to its normal altitude of 78 métres above the level of the sea, the yield at 
Grenelle will again rise to its former figure, or nearly so. M. Elie de Beau- 
mont has ascertained that the strata traversed at Passy are nearly the same 
as those met with at Grenelle. As to the chemical nature of the water at 
Passy, it seems, until further analysis, to be nearly the same as that of Gre- 
nelle ; the temperature is also the same, viz., 28° centigrade. 

Thus, although M. Kind has made an unprofitable con- 
tract, the city of Paris has a good bargain, having obtained 
water, estimated to be sufficient for half a million of inhabitants, 
for about £40,000, without calculating the cost of pumping and 
delivery above ground. In an extremelyelaborate article in the 
Presse Scientifique for October, to which we refer our profes- 
sional readers, M. Guillemin says—‘ The first day the works 
were completed (Sept. 24, 1861), the well gave 21,000 cubic 
métres in twenty-four hours, and not 25,000, as has been re- 
ported. On the 5th of October, the supply was diminished to 
between 16,000 and 17,000 cubic métres in the twenty-four 
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hours ; and the well of Grenelle, at the same time, reduced its 
supply one-third below the quantity flowing before the 24th of 
September.” “It was not until thirty hours had elapsed that 
the diminution of the old well at Grenelle became evident ; it 
therefore took all that time to establish the hydrostatic equili- 
brium between two wells, which are distant from each other 
about 4000 yards, English measure. These facts prove the 
intimate connexion that exists between the two wells; but it also 
at the same time also proves that the springs that feed them 
are not as abundant as we were at first led to believe. 
According to the original calculations, the waters of Passy 
were to rise 76 métres above the level of the sea, in order to 
feed the reservoirs at Passy ; but, in fact, they have only risen 
66 métres, and are, therefore, 10 below the reservoirs, and 
6°87 below the reservoirs of Grenelle.”” ‘It is difficult to 
explain this; for, according to theory, the waters of Grenelle 
and Passy should reach the same level. It is most probable 
that a considerable quantity of water is lost through the wooden 
tubbing of the well, and that the difference in level is due to the 
difference of their diameters under the effect of pressure. 
M. Barral considers that these differences will continue until 
the whole length of the well at Passy has been lined with 
metal, and until the sands at the foot of the tube, now dis- 
turbed by eddies, have been settled down completely. The side 
walls at Passy are subject to a pressure equal to four atmo- 
spheres, when the waters rise 66 metres above the level, and the 
experiments of the commissioners have found that wooden 
tubbing is penetrated at a pressure a little over one atmosphere. 
The existence of this loss is proved by the fact, that the waters 
of the neighbouring wells at Passy have risen since this 
Artesian well has been completed. It is, therefore, most pro- 
bable that distant springs, or subterranean streams, have been 
enriched at the expense of the well at Passy. It is difficult 
to understand why, after the experience obtained at Grenelle 
where wood was rejected, and where a metal tube has re- 
mained effective for nineteen years, that wood tubbing should 
have beenemployed. Atany rate, the city must prepare for the 
additional expense ; all the metal used for tubes, cramps, &c., 
has been iron. Now, iron is found to oxidize very rapidly 
under the influence of Artesian well water: galvanized iron is 
the proper material. Copper tubes were tried at Grenelle, 
but they gave way. ‘It is reported that the waters will not 
he led to their highest point through pipes ; but pumped by a 
steam-engine into the reservoirs at Passy. This new arrange- 
ment will destroy the poetical plan of a fountain springing 
into air from the bowels of the earth; but, it will make the 
most of the supply, and enable the city to supply the reser- 
voirs with from 15,000 to 20,000 cubic métres of water. 
The full benefit of borings at Passy will not be realized until 
the well has been entirely lined with a metal tube, of a quality 
not subject to oxidization. There can be no doubt that the 
well at Passy would have been completed much sooner, and 
at much less expense, if the execution had been carried out 
more boldly, and with the very best materials and machinery. 
Nevertheless, it is a great and useful work, for which the 
people of Paris owe a debt of gratitude to the municipality. 


La Revue Scientifique returns to the subject of the Artesian 
wells of Paris, in the number of the Ist of November. It 
seems that M. Gaudin read a paper before the Academy of 
Sciences, on the 14th of October, in which he maintained that 
the subterranean waters of Paris were practically inexhaustible ; 
that it would be practicable to bore five hundred wells of the 
same dimensions as that at Passy, and obtain from them ten 
million cubic métres of water daily. M. A. Caillaux examines 
the geological evidence of this assertion in an elaborate 
paper, and comes to very different conclusions. He thinks 
that fifteen or twenty Artesian wells, of the same dimensions 
as that at Passy, each furnishing daily 16,000 cubic métres of 
water, that is to say 5,840,000 métres, would absorb nearly 
all the rain water that filters through the soil beneath Paris. 
He maintains further that even if all the water estimated by 
M. Gaudin really existed, it would be none the more available, 
because “‘ the sandy strata do not form a basin or reservoir in 
which water can flow freely, but a filter 188 kilométres from 
St. Dizier to Paris; 130 from Joigny to Paris,” and of an ave- 
rage length of 159 kilométres.” ‘‘ We have seen, he says, 
“that the wells of Passy gave 20,000 cubic métres daily, and 
that of Grenelle gave the same quantity when it touched the 
water-filled strata; but, very soon after the opening of the 
second well, both declined materially, because the swiftness of 
the flow of the waters in the ascending tube was inevitably re- 





gulated by the swiftness of the flow of the water in the filter.” 
** This consideration leads us to the conclusion that, in propor- 
tion as the diameter of the bore of an Artesian well is enlarged, 
the force of ascent is diminished.” Experience has proved 
that a number of well-borings near each other are mutually 
injurious. Therefore, as the wells at Passy act powerfully on 
the wells of Grenelle, distant 3500 métres, we cannot believe 
that an unlimited number of Artesian wells can be successfully 
sunk on the 8000 hectares (3200acres) which are covered by 
the city of Paris, whatever may be the number of millions of 
cubic métres of water theoretically existing in the water- 
filled strata. 

There is avery curious article in the Revue des Deux Mondes 
of the 15th of October, by M. Adalbert de Beaumont, which 
might be the production of a disciple of Mr. Ruskin. Nothing 
less than a wholesale attack on French textile designs, espe- 
cially in carpets and tapestry, with a history of the Gobelins 
manufactory as the text. If M. de Beaumont be right, the 
French have no more claim than the English to gift of taste in 
the decorative arts. Not long since, in Yorkshire, Mr. Frank 
Crossley, M.P. and carpet manufacturer, amused a party of 
his constituents by telling them that he had seen a sample 
of one of his carpets in the South Kensington Museum, 
labelled “false design,” and yet he had found the pattern a 
favourite one in England, France, and America, and had sold 
thousands of yards of it. But the popularity of a pattern may 
only prove, as M. de Beaumont argues, the ignorance of the pur- 
chasers. He agrees entirely with the art manufacture authori- 
ties of the South Kensington Museum, in condemning attemptsto 
reproduce pictures on carpets and tapestry. He says, ‘‘It is 
impossible to devote more talent of invention than is at present 
employed in the production of frightful carpets; it is impossible 
to take more trouble to create obstacles, in order to obtain a 
detestable result.” ‘‘ The largest carpet exhibited in 1855 (at 
the Paris International Exhibition) was hung in the rotunda, 
and represented a forest: a stone staircase rose spirally in the 
midst of pine trees adorned with rhododendron flowers : scat- 
tered about were monkeys, tigers, and all sorts of brilliant 
plumaged birds. If this stuff, the colour of which was even 
more detestable than the design, had been intended for the 
panels of a gallery, it might have beeu excused as a picture; 
but, it was designed and manufactured to be trodden on, the 
tigers were to be crushed, the paroquets smashed, and the 
ravines and waters walked on, and over, by fashionable boots 
and shoes.” “It is lamentable to think that the great 
(French) manufacturers of Gobelins, La Savonnerie, Beauvais, 
Aubusson, all follow these false principles.” ‘The true designs 
for textile designs which please the eye, and accord with 
common sense, are flat, arabesque flowers, and the geo- 
metrical patterns, of which India and Persia afford us such 
perfect examples. ‘It is not only in the arts of design that 
the Orientals excel us; their methods of dyeing stuffs in dif- 
ferent colours, adorning them with flowers and ornaments, 
prove their high degree of chemical skill. ‘The processes de- 
scribed by Pliny are exactly the same as those employed at the 
present day.” ‘The brilliancy and purity of the colours of 
the woollen, silk, and cotton stuffs, manufactured at Tripoli, 
in Tunis, and Morocco, prove that the ancient traditions have 
been preserved, which are very superior to the processes of 
modern science.” ‘The art of dyeing has become too 
scientific—the materials are too complicated. The most bril- 
liant results were formerly obtained from an attentive study of 
Nature.” ‘‘ We were present,” says M. de Beaumont, “‘ at the 
Universal Exhibition of 1855, when, at the request of the jury 
and in the presence of the commissioners from Lyons, the 
representative of the (English) East India Company opened 
his choicest stores, and we can testify that the manufacturers 
present were astounded—stupefied is the word—at the sight. 
In spite of their self-conceit as manufacturers, in spite of their 
national pride, they were compelled to admit that not only 
were they unable to produce similar marvels, but that they 
could not even understand how they were produced.” “The 
fact is, that a machine can never use the science of colour, 
harmonize shades, and contrast so as to harmonize them. 
The embroiderer of Lahore or Constantinople, the dyer and 
weaver of Broussa or Damascus, the potter of Tebriz, the 
carpet-weaver of Ispahan or Chiraz, the enameller of Bagdad 
or Teheran, know more about colour and form than all our 
chemists, all our designers, our ornamental painters and manu- 
facturers put together.”’ After this bit of Ruskinism, in which 
there is a vein of truth, M. de Beaumont goes on to recom- 
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mend the formation of a museum of patterns worthy of imita- 
tion, similar to that commenced at South Kensington, and con- 
cludes by bitterly observing that, after the results of the 
Exhibition of 1855, France has no reason to be proud of her 
taste, “‘ although, for giving the fashion in toys and trinkets 
(colifichets), we may be the arbiters of the depraved taste of 
the modern world!” Surely, when a Frenchman attacks 
the principles of the Gobelins manufactory and its school, 
the (French) world must be coming to an end! In all 
the essays of the Revue des Deur Mondes, we see a little 
thread of politics—a covert attack on the Napoleonic tastes. 
Thus, according to a vulgar and true English proverb, there 
are more ways of killing a dog besides hanging him; and, 
while one writer analyzes the tactics of the Imperial 
general who lost the battle of Waterloo, another attacks the 
taste and science of the manufactures which are specially 
under Imperial patronage. M. de Beaumont confirms an 
heretical opinion that we have long held—i.e., that a high 
degree of artistic taste may be possessed by the most degraded 
races. While this solitary voice is refuting the self-confidence 
which induces most Frenchmen to take it for granted that France 
is the special cradle and depository of good taste in the deco- 
rative arts, a British patriot, under the signature of ‘‘ Pharos,” 
sets forth his warnings and anxieties, in the largest print of 
the Times, in respect to the Great Exhibition and competition 
of 1862. ‘“Pharos’’ reports, very correctly, that the French and 
other less important foreign Governments have set in motion 
machinery for sifting and selecting the articles to be exhibited 
in the halls of South Kensington ; that they have taken pains 
to obtain the choicest samples of each of their manufactures ; 
and he fears that, unless some such precautions are adopted in 
England, we shall come off second best in the show—lose our 
reputation, and lose our customers. We cannot tell what 
influence the Times may have on local committees, but, beyond 
that influence, we have, we are happy to say, no machinery for 
controlling the selections of Manchester or Macclesfield, Leeds 
or Halifax, or Bradford, Birmingham, or Sheffield, Glasgow 
or Paisley, or the Potteries. The local committees will do 
what seems good in their own eyes. We have no Home 
Minister with power to direct the movements of every prefect 
or sub-prefect, and to control every mayor and alderman. 
Our trade has risen on private enterprise and private taste, 
without the help or example of schools like the Gobelins, or 
Sévres, or Aubusson—without prizes—without court orders, 
and it must maintain itself in the same way. No doubt the 
foreign departments, under the centralized direction of highly- 
educated men, with the taste which foreigners undoubtedly 
possess, will be much better arranged than the British de- 
partments; no doubt there will be from France, for instance, 
Many exquisite specimens of manufactures, not only in 
their own specialities, but even in those classes in which 
we are supposed to excel; manufactures prepared for the 
occasion, regardless of cost—a sacrifice to glory—like those 
steam-engines our agricultural engineers used to make in 
order to win a prize, not to work a threshing-machine. We 
must take the good with the bad, and trust to solid merits for 
a continuance of trade success wherever we deserve it. The 
fact is, that the parties most active or interested in the Exhibi- 
tion of 1862 enormously exaggerate its importance in a trade 
point of view. The Great Exhibition will be an admirable 
amusement—better than the late Jullien’s Concerts, or the 
present Blondin’s feats; more exciting and novel than the 
Royal Academy Exhibition; more brilliant and lasting than 
Ascot Cup day; more satisfactory than that failure, the Crystal 
Palace. And it is no small merit to provide three months 
amusement for a couple of millions of people. It will attract 
a great many provincials to London, and a great many foreigners 
to England, who will see many other sights besides the 
wonders of South Kensington Fair. It may give to a small 
per centage of original-minded men some few new ideas in 
art and manufactures. It will afford a series of splendid con- 
versazioni. It will lead to a good many purchases, both whole- 
sale and retail; and, perhaps, although to no great extent, 
develop new sources of trade. But it is altogether a delusion 
to imagine it will have any serious effect on the commerce of 
the country, or that the quality of the samples of goods sent 
to the Hall of Manufactures will make or mar our national 
manufacturing reputation. The trade merit of nine-tenths of 
the articles to be exhibited depends on two points, which the 
eye cannot test—price and durability. The prices asked may 
be fancy prices—very high or very low ; to make a sensation, 


if low ; to realize a single profit from a wealthy retail customer, 
if very high. Take an example—saddles. The best and 
cheapest saddles in the world are made in England—the best 
in London and Dublin, the cheapest in Walsall. Suppose a 
Parisian saddler prepares to win a saddle prize, and, regard- 
less of expense, gets up a number of saddles, which are found 
equal, if not superior, to the best Dublin or London make ; 
suppose he also sends imitation pigskin for colonial use, marked 
at a lower price than Walsall men can turn out. Will it 
make any difference in the trade? Not the least. The trade 
will go where the article is to be regularly had—where 
journeymen abound, where quality or quantity is always to be 
had. Paris would gain nothing by this tour de force in 
saddlery. Reverse the picture: suppose some London manu- 
facturer chose to sink a capital in producing clocks, or other 
articles de Paris, equal or superior to the French specimens— 
and this by hiring French workmen—he might, perhaps, do, 
for once. No one of any experience would believe that he 
would, by winning a prize, turn the tide of trade to his shop 
in London. Retailers and purchasers are the true safe judges 
of merit, in that long run which makes trade. Prize specimens 
and prizes have their hour or day—they stimulate schoolboys 
and make racehorses run; but, for articles of every-day use, 
they seldom affect anything more important than a corkscrew. 
A man uses his own experience in clothing himself, furnishing 
his house, and purchasing the machinery or tools of his trade. 
Officials, such as the sub-commissioners of the forthcoming 
Exhibition, and the militia colonels of the Royal Agricultural 
Society, fancy they create trade and direct taste, when, in fact, 
they only play the part of the stentors outside a show. 
They cry, ‘ Walk up, walk up, ladies and gentlemen, and see 
the alligator and the sea-cow!” The people walk up: if they 
are satisfied, they send others to see the sight; if the alligator 
is three feet long, and the sea-cow stuffed, the shouting soon 
ceases to attract. We will back a clever commercial traveller, 
with a really good article, to establish more trade on his second 
journey, than all the prize medals that were ever distributed. 
| As to prices, on this occasion the commissioners wiscly 
| permit sales ; so, the Exhibition will be a real fair, less public 
delivery. But nothing is more deceptive than the prices of 
prize articles. 





for a field-gate, cheapness being one of the points of competi- 
tion. A nobleman won it. His bailiff received numerous 
orders. 
never could make it for the money he put on it. 


delivered. 

M. Payen, of the French Institute, has lately published an 
essay on drainage and irrigation in the Revue des Deux Mondes, 
one of a series on ‘‘ The Agents of Agricultural Production.” 
The first land drained in France on a regular system was 
by the late M. Lupin, on his estate in the department of 
Cher. M. Lupin was a breeder of racehorses, and this— 
the greatest agricultural improvement of modern times— 
he imported with his English thoroughbred stock. The 
most complete book that has ever been published on agricul- 
tural drainage is by M. Barral, the editor of the Journal 
d’ Agriculture Pratique. It is far superior to anything we have 
on the same subject in English, and was prepared after a care- 
ful tour though the best farmed districts of this kingdom. The 
Imperial Government has recently placed 100 million francs 
(£4,000,000) in the charge of the crédit foncier to lend land- 
owners for draining their property. M. Payen observes that, 
of the 4 millions sterling offered to the British landowners 
under Sir Robert Peel’s Act in 1846-7, two-thirds were taken 
up within a few months; while in France, out of the same 
amount, barely £4000 have been applied for. M. Payen 
imagines that this slackness on the part of the French land- 
owners arises from the Imperial Government requiring a first 
charge on the property drained, while the English Government 
were content with the security of the increased value of the 
land. He is altogether mistaken ; the English drainage loans 
were secured by a mortgage, which took precedence of all 
other mortgages and charges. The first loan was almost en- 
tirely absorbed by the Scotch Jandowners, who had been well 
prepared by the preachings of Smith of Deanston, and who 
had a reading class of tenant-farmers to deal with, ready to 
pay 4 per cent. additional rent for the draining. The next two 
loans were taken up in England with great avidity, and the 
business of lending money for drainage operations is now 








For instance, at the Warwick show of the}! 
Royal Agricultural Society, in 1859, there was a prize offered | | 


His lordship was told by a friend of ours that he}; 
Three years | | 


have elapsed, but the gates have not been, and never will be, |) 
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given up to the private companies and individuals, except 
in Ireland, where loans of Government money are, we 
believe, still granted. In France, agricultural land is 
to a great extent in the hands either of peasant proprietors, 
or of landlords with tenants, who pay in kind. Drain- 
age in England began with the great landlords, and they 
converted their tenants. Had the introduction of systematic 
Parksian draining been left to English tenant-farmers, it would 
have taken another twenty years to popularize it. The example 
and influence of aristocratic landlords, like the Earl of Lons- 
dale and the Duke of Bedford, had a great effect ; farmers!club 
debates and newspaper discussions did the rest, assisted by drain- 
age engineers anxious to dobusiness. During the depression 
that followed the repeal of the Corn-Laws, many landlords 
drained the farms of the tenants instead of reducing their rent, 
and even paid them for the carriage of the tiles. French pea- 
sants have no time to read or discuss—it is enough for them to 
work hard and live ; and few men work harder, or live more fru- 
gally. French landowners of intelligence hesitate to lay out 
money, or be responsible for an annual rent-charge on estates, 
that must be divided some day, and may be any day. French 
agriculture thus suffers from the uncertainty of life, and the 
inevitable poverty and ignorance of the majority of cultivators ; 
therefore, France can only be drained by a general compulsory 
agricultural measure. In England, as a rule, the landlord 
drains, and the tenant pays interest on the work; or, the 
landlord finds the pipes, and the tenant lays them down. M. 
Payen calculates that the average cost of draining in France is 
nearly double that of England; and this he attributes to the 
cost of fuel for burning the pipes. He ought to attribute 
something to the inferiority of foreign draining tools, as hand 
labour is cheaper in France than in England. It is estimated 
that, out of 26 million acres of drainable land in France, 
barely 370,000 acres have been, more or less, imperfectly 
drained. To the want of thorough draining, M. Payen attri- 
butes, in a great degree, the serious losses on the last harvest. 
Heavy rains were succeeded by almost tropical heat, which 
damaged the corn crops, but gave a wonderfully fine vintage 
by way of compensation to the wine departments. 

If a number of writers, of great zeal and high scientific 
acquirements, conducting agricultural journals, and contribu- 
ting agricultural essays with a degree of completeness unknown 
in this country—if unlimited Government assistance in 
professors, model farms, importations of choice live stock, 
could make farming flourish and progress, then France would 
soon occupy the highest rank as an agricultural country. But 
unfortunately the commanding officers, the staff of French 
agriculture, have neither subalterns nora regular army. Death 
steadily lops off the best farmers in full career, and cultivates 
an annual crop of mortgages. The fatal system of the enforced 
division of the soil condemns the majority of landowners to 
ignorance, to toil, to a hand-to-mouth existence, and renders 
progressive permanent improvement of inferior lands almost 
impossible. In Ireland, we feel the difficulty; but there we 
trust to a new race of landlords, and the force of example, for 
the division of land only exists amongst the tenantry. 

The Law Reform Association have been holding a sitting 
under the presidency of an able man, Mr. Roundell Palmer, 
the new Solicitor-General. Patent law was one of the subjects 
touched on. The necessity of a reform checking the multipli- 
cation of useless and unjust patents was touched on, and will 
be discussed. Patents were never more a nuisance than at 
present. The first step would be to take the business of 
granting patents from the overworked law officers of the 
crown, and place it in the hands of a more competent 
authority, with power on the part of the commissioner to 
reject, and the inventor to appeal. Patents for ideas, and 
patents for applications of well-known materials, are open 
to great abuses. In the absence of reform bills, such questions 
as patent law can be fully and usefully discussed in our next 
Parliament. 

We have always admired the grand and patronizing manners 
of Sir Roderick Murchison, almost as much as his undoubted 
scientific acquirements, yet we could not help being a little 
startled by the following instance of the way in which, accord- 
ing to a Scotch paper, he has recently extended his gracious 
approval of the intellectual merits of two distinguished charac- 
ters of scriptural antiquity :— 


In one of his lectures at Manchester, on “‘ Prophecy,” Dr. Cumming said 
he had consulted Sir Roderick Murchison as to the truth of the statement he 
(Dr. Cumming) had made at his last lecture in Manchester—namely, that 
the interior of the earth was a burning cauldron. Sir Roderick replied, that 





“no one but an ignoramus would dare to deny it.’”” And when he (Dr. 
Cumming) quoted the words of Peter, in support of his statement, Sir 
Roderick replied, that not only was Peter scientifically correct; but, that 
Job gave him (Sir Roderick) the first idea of gold mines in Australia, and 
that Job was the best geologist he ever knew!” 








Circular to Gas Companies. 


TuEReE is abundant promise of plentiful crops of experience, 
whereon to found legislative action next session, in amending 
the Sale of Gas Act. Government obstinately refused, during 
the last session, to introduce the amendments which were 
urgently pressed upon them, until experience of the Act had 
proved it to be defective, and shown in what its defects con- 
sisted. The experience already gained has induced the 
Government to be the first to express their intention to bring in 
a Bill to remove one of the complications that have arisen 
in the metropolis, while in Sheffield, the first endeavour 
made to inflict a penalty for infringement of the Act, has 
occasioned a doubt whether the attempts to bring it into 
operation in the boroughs have not been illegal. The Govern- 
ment have, indeed, incurred a weight of responsibility in per- 
mitting private and irresponsible parties to carry a measure of 
the crudest and most oppressive character, without preliminary 
inquiry, and in refusing to amend it, or to suspend its operation, 
until such inquiry had been instituted. Deputation upon 
deputation from the gas companies in vain represented to the 
Home Secretary, and to his deputy, the loss which the Act 
would entail upon them, and the difficulties and confusion 
into which it would throw the supply of gas throughout the 
country. To all these representations a deaf ear was turned, 
while the whisperings of the back-stairs influence, under 
which the Act was originally introduced, were readily listened 
to. Our columns bear witness to the confusion into which 
the Act, and its various ill-digested amendments, have now 
thrown the whole question. 

The officious anxiety of the Metropolitan Board of Works 
to extend their jurisdiction, has brought the ex-Attorney- 
General, Sir R. Bethell (now Lord Chancellor), into collision 
with his successor, on the question whether the appointment 
of inspector to the City of London is vested in the Metro-|) 
politan Board of Works by the Act of last session, or whether || 
the right of appointment continues with the City justices ?|| 
Mr. Clive, the Under-Secretary, informed the deputation from || 
the Board of Works that waited upon him with the opinion || 
of the present Attorney-General, that the question of jurisdic- || 

| 
} 
| 
| 








tion had been considered in framing the amended Bill, as it 
was not intended to disturb the authority of the justices in 
the City; that the law officers of the Crown had expressed 
their opinion so decidedly that the Bill would not affect the) 
City of London, that it was not considered necessary to intro- || 
duce a proviso for securing the rights of the corporation. || 
Mr. Clive was particularly desirous to give the Board to under- ] 
stand that he intended to bring in a Bill to put an end to the 1 
doubt that has been raised to the validity of the appointment | 
of the inspector of meters in the City, and that the Bill would! 
be retrospective. By the adoption of that course, the appoint- || 
ment of Mr. Sporne, and the meters stamped by him, would | 
be legalized, even assuming the construction of the Act of| 
last session, by the present Attorney-General, to be correct. 
We have before noticed the officious meddling of the 
Metropolitan Board with the independent action of the 
meter inspectors they have appointed ; and an additional in-, 
stance of petty interference has come to our knowledge, which | 
shows that the Board have mistaken the nature of the duties| 
they have to perform. There was posted up on Saturday last, | 
in the temporary office of the inspectors whom they have ap-| 
pointed, the following notice :— | 


| 
Extracts from the Minutes of the Committee of the whole Board, | | 
on the Sale of Gas Act. | 

Nov. 6, 1861. | 


“ Resolved,—That the inspectors do receive meters for testing and stamp- | 
ing from such makers only, and in such order, as shall be from time to time || 

















notified to them by Mr. Cresy; and that they do request any person| 
complaining or remonstrating against their refusal to receive meters, to || 
submit their complaints in writing to this committee.” | 

The Board seem to be so delighted with the extension of), 
their authority which the amended Metropolis Gas Act of last 
session granted them, that they are unwilling to part with any 
portion of it, even to their own elected inspectors. Those 
officers were not permitted to arrange the testing apparatus in 
the manner they considered best, without the direct interfe- 
rence of some of the officers of the Board; and it now 
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appears that the responsibility thrown by Parliament on the 
inspectors is to be delegated by the Board to Mr. Cresy, who 
is thus made the arbiter of the meters to be tested, in direct 
contradiction to the express provisions of the Sale of Gas Act; 
but their High Mightinesses of the Board of Works seem to 
consider themselves authorized to correct the imperfections of 
the Legislature, when they tend to restrain the full and free 
exercise of the powers they have received for the benefit of the 
metropolitan public. At the present time, when the testing 
and stamping of meters by the three inspectors appointed does 
not proceed at a rate equal to one-tenth the number of meters 
manufactured in the metropolis, the power of selecting which 
among the number shall be stamped is an important one, and 
the limitation of it to Mr. Cresy places him in a very invidious 
position. The notice is clearly illegal, and we recommend 
meter manufacturers to disregard it, and to summon the 
inspector who may refuse to test their meters before a magis- 
trate. It will then be seen whether the want of Mr. Cresy’s 
sanction to a meter will be held to be a ‘‘ lawful excuse” for 
not stamping it. Many theories have been propounded to 
account for the considerations which have actuated the Board 
in their proceedings in this matter. Some see in them nothing 
but an excusable anxiety to protect their “ privileges ” from 
invasion. Others, attribute them to a desire to create a “‘ gas 
department,” with the view of concentrating in their hands 
the supply of gas to the metropolis; but we apprehend the 
desire to find a pretext for increasing the salary of the chair- 
man’s private secretary, on the ground of the increase in his 
labours, which the carrying out of the Act entails upon him, 
will be found to have exercised some influence in the course 
which the proceedings have taken. It is well known that, 
while the salaries of nearly all the officers of the Board have 
been largely increased since their appointment, those of the 
chairman and his secretary have remained at their original 
amount; and, as a claim to have “the control of all the meters 
||in the metropolitan area” must involve considerable extra 
labour on the part of some of the officials, it is thought to be 
only reasonable that such extra labour should be paid for. 


We expressed our opinion, at the time of the appointment of 
three meter inspectors by the Metropolitan Board, that that 
number would be inadequate ; and it appears that the number of 
'|meters tested and stamped by them does not amount to more than 
forty daily, while the meters made in London average from 
400 to 500. When, in addition to the new instruments taken 
\|to be stamped, there are included the old meters brought 
to be examined, it will be seen that, with such a rate of pro- 
gress, the supply of gas by meter in London must soon come 
to a dead lock. Notwithstanding the time devoted to the 
testing of each meter might be supposed to indicate great care 
in conducting the process, the provisions made and the plans 
adopted are so incomplete and unsatisfactory, that we have 
heard of instances in which, owing, no doubt, to variations in 
temperature, either of the gas and the air, or of the water, a 
'|meter rejected one day as being incorrect, has been tested and 
stamped the day following, without any alteration having been 
made in the instrument. The state of preparation at Edin- 
burgh, for carrying the Sale of Gas Act into operation, presents 
|a striking contrast to the inefficiency of the establishment of 
||the Metropolitan Board of Works. In Edinburgh, eight in- 
|spectors have been appointed, and are at work in seven 
'| different offices, six of which are in premises adjoining those 
\|of the meter factories. With this number, they are just able 
||to keep in advance of the demand, several meters having 
been sent to Edinburgh by a London meter manufacturer to 
be stamped. 

At Sheffield, the question has arisen, as to whether a meter 
taken down to be examined can be again fixed for use without 
having been stamped? This question, though perplexing 
enough of itself, has given rise to another, on the right deter- 
mination of which the validity of the appointments of nearly 
all the borough inspectors depends. The solicitor who 
attended on behalf of the gas company, to answer the com- 
plaint that a meter was refixed without being stamped, took 
objection to the appointment of the inspector, and contended 
that the Act had not been properly adopted in Sheffield, inas- 
much as the town council only, and not the county magistrates, 
had agreed to adopt the Act. If the case be decided in favour 
of the company, the utmost confusion must prevail in all 
boroughs similarly circumstanced ; and if, on the other hand, 
the decision be against them, the difficulty of supplying 
stamped meters in all such cases will be insurmountable. 





The hearing of the case, which is reported fully in another 
column, was adjourned till yesterday, but it will probably not 
be decided till later in the week. We could fill pages with 
complaints of the manner in which the Act works to the detri- 
ment of the public, as well as of gas companies. 

A correspondent calls attention, in another column, to a 
non-compliance with the Sale of Gas Act practised by some 
meter manufacturers in stamping the quantity delivered at each 
revolution or repetition of the measuring machinery in /rac- 
tions, instead of in decimals of a cubic foot. We have looked 
into the Act, and confirm the view taken by our correspondent 
as to its provisions in this respect. An inspector renders him- 
self liable to be fined for stamping a meter in which the quan- 
tity is expressed in fractions; and it is a question whether 
a person fixing such a meter for use, does not incur the 
penalty imposed for fixing an unstamped meter. 

Subjoined is a list of the numbers of the Exchequer stamps 
issued, with the names of the boroughs, and of the inspectors 
appointed, so far as we have been able to ascertain them :— 


No. of the 
Exchequer Name of Borough. Name of Inspector. 
Stamp. 
1. (This stamp is retained at the Exchequer.) 
2. Sheffield - + «+ William Barlow. 
3. Aberdeen . A. S. Robb. 
4. Lancaster . Henry Harrison. 
5. Bristol . Benjamin Kitt. 
6. Ashton-under-Lyne John Buchanan. 
7. Wakefield. E. Thresh. 
8. London (City) Henry Sporne. 
9. Carlisle x 
10. Middlesborough . . James Morris. 
11. Edinburgh . . . . . Robert Ferrier. 
12. Exeter . . . . . +. Henry Phillips. 
13. Liverpool . Daniel Horton. 
14. Louth. 
15. Oldham Joseph Toulson, 
16. Leeds. ‘ 
17. Staley Bridge. . 
18. Cork 
19. Bolton William Lyons. 
20. Dublin William Cotton, 


21. 
22. 
25. Birmingham 
24. Manchester 


Thomas Jackson. 
James Urquhart. 


25. Salford Thomas C. Williams. 
26. Newport, Mon. . «+ Conyers Kirby. 

27. Perth. . «© »+ «© « « 

28. 


Henry Airey. 
George Dethridge. 


29. 

30. 

The advance of the price of gas in the City continues to be 
discussed, but the arguments on both sides have been so com- 
pletely exhausted, that it is almost nauseating to hear the same 
speeches produced and reproduced—now in the Court of Com- 
mon Council, now in the Court of Commissioners of Sewers, 
and again at public meetings. The Common Council have, 
indeed, discreetly left the matter to be dealt with by the com- 
missioners, as the body intrusted with the public lighting; but, 
at their meeting, on the 15th of November, an important re- 
port was presented from the Law, Parliamentary, and City 
Courts Committee, stating the results of the interview between 
them and the chairmen of the three City gas companies. At 
that interview, two of the gas companies decidedly refused to 
pledge themselves not to oppose a Bill if introduced into Parlia- 
ment to exempt the City from the operation of the Metropolis 
Gas Act, but Mr. Dakin, on behalf of the Great Central, 
prudently declined to give an answer to the question. At 
the conference, the following conciliatory propositions were 
made by the gas companies—‘‘ That the companies would 
undertake not to charge more than 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet 
for the ordinary coal-gas for five years. That they would 
undertake not to charge rent for the use of meters for the 
same period; and, That no cannel coal-gas shall be used, 
except by special agreement between the parties.” Having 
made this report, the committee recommended that all 
further action on the matter should be left to the Commis- 
sioners of Sewers, and that recommendation was adopted. 
The Commissioners, egged on by Dr. Abraham, would not let 
the matter rest thus, though the propositions of the gas com- 


George Mills. 
Metropolitan Board . . 
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panies met two of the prospective grievances which the 
agitators had conjured up, and secured to the gas consumers 
of the City the privilege of being supplied with meters rent 
free for five years at least—an advantage possessed by very 
few gas consumers in other parts of the metropolis. A motion 
was proposed and carried, to the effect that the necessary 
parliamentary notices be given for the introduction of a Bill to 
amend the Metropolis Gas Act, or to exempt the City of Lon- 
don from its operation. But it by no means follows, if a 
Bill be applied for, that it will be actually introduced into Par- 
liament, and it is still less certain that it would ever reach a 
second readivg. Gas, especially metropolitan gas, literally 
“‘stinks in the nostrils’ of our legislators, and even metro- 
politan Members can scarcely be forced to sympathize with the 
citizens of London, on being more favourably circumstanced 
in the supply of gas than their constituents in the metropolitan 
boroughs. 

The reports we have, from time to time, published of the 
‘gas examiners” appointed under the Metropolis Gas Act, 
have alluded to the differences which they have remarked in 
their experiments between the illuminating power of gas as 
determined in their own laboratories, and at the testing-places 
provided in accordance with the Act, and have justly attributed 
them to the superiority of the burners used at the latter places 
over those with which they have operated; though none of 
them have alleged that the burners provided by the companies 
did not strictly comply with the Act. Dr. R. D. Thompson, 
the “‘ gas examiner” of the parish of St. Marylebone, in a 
report, which we publish in another column, suggests, how- 
ever, that he should have the power of selecting the burners, 
as “‘ his experiments showed a difference of two candles be- 
tween the burner he used and the burner used at the testing- 
station of the company.” Dr. Thompson can scarcely have 
been aware, when he made this suggestion, that the Act especi- 
ally provided that the burner should be furnished by the com- 


pany, as a protection against the use of badly-constructed | 


burners ; and, if he and the other metropolitan gas examiners 
will each invest 5s. 6d. in one of Mr. W. Sugg’s well-made 
15-hole argands, they will henceforward save themselves much 
trouble, and entitle their reports to more respect than has 
hitherto been accorded to thei. 











Conununicateds Article. 
WHO SHOULD PROPOSE THE PUBLIC WORKS 


OF LONDON? 


The daily and weekly journals of London have lately noticed, in 
a very off-hand manner, a question which really involves consider- 
ations of far greater importance than would seem to be dreamt of 
in the philosophy of these said learned Thebans. It is known 
that, in the course of the last legislative session, Mr. Cowper 
offered, on the part of the Government, to introduce a measure by 
means of which the Metropolitan Board of Works should be 
empowered to execute the proposed northern embankment of the 
Thames, between Westminster and Blackfriars Bridges; and also 
for the purpose of providing the funds for the said works. Mr. 
Thwaites, the chairman of the Metropolitan Board, felt it to be 
incumbent upon him to protest against the intervention of the 
central Government in a matter which, as he contended, entered 
within the functions of the body specially charged with the edility 
of the metropolis, even when he accepted, in the name of the 
Board, the duties proposed to be cast upon it. Thereupon, the 
Times, the Saturday Review, and Punch (extremes meet), united 
in a chorus of censure of Mr. Thwaites, and of the spirit of beadle- 
dom which had prompted his course of action. It seems to us, 
however, that, in principle, Mr. Thwaites was quite right in acting 
as he did, although, ren. oy that gentleman may have rather an 
ill grace when he presents himself as the champion of the rights of 
local self-government; and it is precisely because it also seems to 
us desirable that the whole question should be discussed on general 
principles, that we recall public opinion to the real merits of 
the discussion which has arisen between Mr. Cowper and Mr. 
Thwaites. 

If the Act establishing the Metropolitan Board of Works meant 








'| anything—according to the declarations of its promoter, at least— 
||it was intended to create a municipal and elective corporation, to 
| whom should ultimately be intrusted the general supervision of all | 
|; works connected with what may very conveniently be called the | 


edility of London. The formation of new roads, river embankments, 
and sewers, evidently were included amongst the duties comprised 
under that title; and the northern low-level sewer has, from the 
very commencement, been acknowledged to form part of the first 
great operation the Board had undertaken. 


hames—in order, firstly, to avoid the intolerable nuisance of pull- 


It was long since pro- | 
sed to carry this low-level sewer upon the concave bank of the | 


ing up the pavement of the Strand and Fleet Street; and, secondly, 
for the purpose of covering over, and rendering available for public 
use, the wide surfaces of mud now exposed by every falling tide. 
The engineer of the Board has, indeed, as is well known, made this 
question of the embankment of the northern shore the subject of 
careful study; and he was even connected with one of the projects 
submitted to the consideration of the Royal Commission lately ap- 
pointed to advise the Government in the matter. In the natural 
course of the operations of the Metropolitan Board, the embank- 
ment of the northern shore of the river must, therefore, shortly 
have forced itself upon its notice; and the proceedings of Mr. 
Cowper have, under these circumstances, only anticipated the 
period, and prevented the freedom, of the decision of the Board. 
It is hardly worth while. at present to discuss the merits of the 
scheme which has been selected by the Royal Commission. Even 
by the admission of its most determined supporters, it is incom- 
alte, by reason of its only dealing with one bank of the river; 
and, any person acquainted with the laws of hydrodynamics, must 
be aware that the withdrawal of so large a portion of the tidal area 
on the concave bank must make a serious alteration in the whole 
of the physical conditions of the opposite shore, Opinions will, of 
course, differ on a subject of this kind; but, whether the opinion 
adopted by the Royal Commission were, or were not, founded on a 
practical common-sense view of the case, the course Mr. Cowper 
has followed seems to us equally mistaken, and to establish a pre- 
eedent of a very dangerous nature—in these modern times. espe- 
cially—when our rulers are so prone to save the public the trouble 
of conducting their own affairs. 

For, if Mr. Cowper's conduct in this particular instance should 
be allowed to establish a precedent, there is nothing to prevent the 
re-enactment here of the system which prevails in “ the centre of 
modern civilization,” where the mere intimation of the will of the 
chief of the State, suffices to involve the whole community in works 
(so styled) of improvement, which entail upon it the most costly 
sacrifices without any really adequate return. The president of 
our Board of Woods and Works, practically, has little connexion 
with the ratepayers of London; whilst he is ex officio the agent of 
the Government, upon whom it is incumbent to tight (as it were) 
the battle between the State and the ratepayers, in all cases where 
the interests of the Treasury are concerned. For a man so placed 
to be entitled to prescribe, or even to originate the proceedings of 
that which is supposed to be the municipal corporation of the 
metropolis, seems to us to be diametrically opposed to the theory 
and practice of representative institutions. If the latter be truly 
understood, they imply that the parties who pay should decide 
upon the opportunity of the works for which they are eventually 
to provide the funds; and also, we contend, to decide upon the 
manner in which the funds are to be provided. Yet, in the case 
under consideration, not only does the chief of an administration, 
which has little or no practical knowledge of the particular 
business in hand, originate a scheme which requires great local 
and technical knowledge; but he also suggests a method for raising 
the funds required for the execution of the works, taxing indirectly 
a number of people who can never control the application of the 
money extorted from them. Even if, for the sake of argument, it 
be admitted that Mr. Cowper had been right in suggesting the 
embankment of the northern shore of the Thames between the 
| bridges, the decision with respect to the time and the means of 
so doing ought to have rested with the representatives of the rate- 
payers; and the direct pressure lately exercised by the Govern- 
| ment in this matter is neither more nor less than the substitution 
| of an irresponsible for a responsible (theoretically, at least) control 
| of local expenditure. : 

In arguing this case, we confess that we feel many serious 
difficulties; and, first and foremost amongst them is the conviction 
| that the Metropolitan Board of Works, as it is at present consti- 

tuted, is a mere parody upon representative institutions. In the 

first place, the system of election in the second degree, upon which 
| virtually the nomination is founded, renders the members of the 
| Board delegates of the respective vestries, rather than representa- 
| tives of the ratepayers. And, in the second place, the life tenure|| 

(so to speak) of the chairman, gives him far more power than is|| 
| consistent with the position of the president of a really electoral|' 
| body. Hitherto, the proceedings of the Metropolitan Board have 
| suffered from both these causes, and the want of personal convic- 
| tion on the part of the various members, as well as the peculiar|| 
| character of the president or chairman himself, have prevented 
| the Board from assuming the position to which it is fairly entitled. 
Had it, indeed, possessed more energy, the question of the embank- 
ment of the Thames would, no doubt, long ere now have occupied || 
its attention. There is little reason to doubt but that, substan-| | 
tially, the Board would have come to nearly the same decision on 
the subject that the Royal commission has done; for, it is singu- 
larly difficult at any time to persuade a body of Englishmen to 
| treat any subject in a boldly scientific and effectual manner; s0 
that, it is more than probable that, if the Metropolian Board had 
| been left to deal with this question as it thought best, it would 
| have contented itself with a partial measure, like the one proposed. 
But, the possible conduct of the Board, under such circumstances, 
would have no effect upon the principle involved in the quasi dis- 
pute between Mr. Cowper and Mr. Thwaites; 2ud Punch and his 
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colleagues have entirely lost sight of this fact. The real question 
at issue is, whether or no the representatives of the ratepayers of 
London ought to originate and control the works their clients have 
to pay for? or, whether an independent authority is to be entitled 
to prescribe their course of action? To us the answer seems self- 
evident ; and we hold that Mr. Thwaites did good service to the 
ratepayers, when he recorded his protest against Mr. Cowper’s 
interference. It is the duty of the ratepayers to strive hereafter 
for the improvement of their municipal representation—for the 
conversion of the Metropolitan Board into a really municipal cor- 
poration ; but, so long as that body represents the interests of the 
ratepayers, it alone ought to be entitled to enter into engagements 
which may entail heavy and long-continued taxation upon its con- 
stituents. The feelings of the inhabitants of the south side of the 
metropolis, with respect to the work so often mentioned above, are 
(we hold) perfectly justifiable; but they, as well as the public in 
general, have committed the blunder of not at once supporting Mr. 
Thwaites in his attempted resistance to the uncalled-for inter- 
ference of the Central Government in their private affairs. The 
first step in such a course must be resisted, however specious may 
be the reasons for its adoption. The Central Government of to-day 
may content itself with originating undoubted public improve- 
ments; but, in the end, is likely to take upon itself to provide the 
“panem et circenses” which are necessary to keep parentally- 
governed States in quietude. There is far too great a tendency 
amongst Englishmen of the present age to avoid the struggle and 
the strife involved in the exercise of the rights of freemen; and it 
will be a sad day indeed for us when the inhabitants of London 
allow any Minister of State to dictate, or even to suggest authori- 
tatively, the public works they ought to undertake. 

The manufacturing interests of the country, we would suggest, 
jought at present to inquire whether the Government factories 
| within the metropolitan districts pay the same tax upon the coals 
they consume, which private consumers are made to pay? It is 
said that Government factories do not work for = and there- 
fore should not be taxed. But they are established, avowedly, to 

revent private traders from making too great profits; and, there- 
ore, they ought not to enjoy any exceptional advantages in the 
‘race of competition. We commend this part of the question to 
,such bodies as the Woolwich Gas Companies, and, for the present, 
‘content ourselves by calling attention to the moot point between 
Messrs, Cowper and Thwaites. 











Correspondence. 


—_—_—- 


THE SALE OF GAS ACT. 


| 

| Srr,—I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly allow me, 
_through the medium of your JouRNAL, to call the attention of the 
‘meter manufacturers to that portion of the 15th section of the Sale 
of Gas Act, 1859, which says— 

“No meter for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas sold shall be 
fixed for use after the oe of twelve months after the passing of this 
Act, unless the same shall have its measuring capacity at ene revolution or 
complete action of the meter, and also the quantity per hour it is intended 
to measure in cubic feet, or multiples, or decimal parts of a cubic foot, 
denominated or marked on the outside thereof in legible letters or 
figures,” &c. &c. 

I feel doubly anxious on this subject, not only for the sake of 

‘conforming to the law of the land, but at the same time for the 
sakes of the manufacturers themselves, by saving the time of, and 
trouble to, the inspectors; for nothing can be more bothering and 
‘annoying to them, or more likely to take up their time uselessly 
jand vexatiously when overwhelmed with other duties, than to 
| have to enter into calculations to reduce the several modes of ex- 
|pression to one denomination. For instance, one manufacturer 
| describes the measuring capacity of a 3-light meter fractionally as 
the th of a cubic foot at one revolution, while another manufac- 
turer gives it thus—eight and a half revolutions equal 1 cubic foot; 
\and a third describes it (as, I think, correctly), decimally according 
ito the Act of Parliament, as the capacity at one revolution = 125 
|of a cubic foot. 

| I do not for a moment question the right of manufacturers to 
differ one from another in the capacities of their meters at one 
|revolution or complete action, provided they will work at the full 
speed marked on the meter, as the “quantity per hour they are 
‘intended to measure,” under a pressure of five-tenths of an inch; 
but, I do question the right of manufacturers to mark the capaci- 
ties contrary to the requirements of the Act of Parliament so 
clearly expressed, as some of them are evidently now doing. 

Would not the inspectors be justified in refusing to test new 
meters which are not marked according to the decimal system ? 
And would not the inspectors be liable to be fined for stamping 
| such meters? My impression is that they would be justified in 
refusing to stamp them, and that if they do stamp them, they 
would be liable to be fined. 

I am sure, from the observations I have made, that the meter 
makers who have not already complied with the Act of Parlia- 
ment in the above respects, would be consulting their own in- 
terests in at once doing so, if it be only to prevent trouble to the 
inspectors, and confusion and delay in getting the meters through 
the testers hands. 
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If they give the inspectors unnecessary trouble (when the in- 
structions are so plain, and at the same time imperative in the Act 
of Parliament) and thereby cause delay,—they have only them- 
selves to blame, and not the inspectors. WIiram Crostey. 


16, Westbourne Park, London, Nov. 16, 1861. 





iegtisier of Pew Patents. 


1070.—Wi111am Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, for 
“An improvement in gas-burners.” A communication. Provisional 
protection only obtained. Dated April 27, 1861. 
This invention of an improvement in gas-burners consists in the adapta- 
tion to gas-burners of a valve, whereby the pressure of the gas to the 
exit aperture of the burner may be properly regulated. The burner is 
divided into two parts, between which is placed a cylindrical chamber, 
called the valve-chamber. To the upper part of this chamber is secured 
a vertical tube, open at both ends, and provided with a seat to receive a 
weight, which is lifted in the tube as the valve below rises. The valve 
consists of a cylindrical tube, provided at its upper end with a conical 
projecting piece, which is inserted in the lower end of the tube, at the top 
of the valve-chamber. This conical projecting piece is made of a slightly 
elliptical form, so as to leave spaces between it and the tube for the pas- 
sage of the gas. As the gas enters the burner it forces up the cylindrical 
valve, to a greater or less height, according to the pressure ; and the valve, 
as it rises, lifts up the valve, and restricts or contracts the passage. It 
will, therefore, be understood that, as the pressure varies, the valve will 
move up and down, and, by these means, modify the size of the opening. 
In the upper part of the burner is placed a disc of perforated metal or 
wire gauze, for the purpose of distributing the gas. 


1087.—F rancors ZacHarte Rovssty, of 29, Boulevard St. Martin, Paris, 
France, professor of chemistry, for “‘ Colouring matters derived from 
naphthamalina, cinitronaphthalina, and trinitronaphthalina, and applica- 
tion of such colouring matters to the dyeing and printing of fabrics.” 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated May 1, 1861. 

Naphthamalina is prepared by causing minute grains of pewter and hydro- 

chloric acid to react on nitronaphthaline. ‘The hydrochlorate of these 

elements, being brought in contact either with the azotyte of potash or 
with the elements of azotous or hypoazotic acid, yields a red colouring 
matter, immediately applicable to dyeing processes, as follows :— 

The fabrics or substances to be dyed are first dipped into an aqueous 
solution of hydrochlorate of naphthamalina, then into a solution of azotite 
of potash, and afterwards washed in water. ‘This red colouring matter, 
being acted upon by acids, yields a violet colour of great beauty, appli- 
cable to dyeing, which is fixed by means of fixed and non-volatile acids— 
euch as oxalic, tartaric, citric, lactic, and other acids—or, by means of salts, 
with an acid reaction. 

By heating in a bath of oil, at 250° centigrade (482° Fahr.), a mixture 
of chloride of pewter and bydrochlorate of naphthamalina, there remains 
a residue, which is soluble in alcohol and wood spirit. ‘The solution is of 
a beautiful violet colour, and is unattackable by air, acid, or soap. 

The action of reducing agents—such as soluble sulphurets, protosalts 
of pewter, cyanuret of potassium, or the binitronaphthaline—yields 
colouring matters—red, violet, and blue—applicable to dyeing purposes. 

Binitronaphthaline is obtained by the action of azotic acid, smoking, or 
monohydrate of naphthaline. All the above-named colouring matters 
yield red and violet colours, of all hues, and are immediately applicable 
to dyeing fabrics. 
1104.—Grorce Davies, of Searle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, Middlesex ; and 

28, St. Enoch’s Square, Glasgow, civil engineer and patent-agent, for 

“Improvements in gas-burners.” A communication. Provisional pro- 

tection only obtained. Dated May 2, 1861. 

The object of this invention is greatly to increase the illuminating power 

of the various gas-burners, and, at the same time, to economize the quan- 

tity of gas consumed. To obtain these results, the gas-burner originally 
employed is to be covered with a metallic nipple or capsule, in which the 
gas expands before arriving at the extremity thereof. By these means, 
the gas (not becoming carbonized, as in the case of the ordinary gas- 
burners) arrives, without pressure, at the extremity of the nipple or cap- 
sule, where it passes from one or more openings, burning with a much 
brighter light, and effecting an economy ot about 40 or 50 per cent.—the 
illuminating power being in the proportion of from 6 to 13 candles. In- 

stead of placing these nipples or capsules over the ordinary burners, a 

burner producing the same effect may be formed in one piece by the use 

of a perforated division, leaving a chamber for the gas to expand in before 
it arrives at the orifice where it is burned. 








APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


2761.—Grorce Evans, of 69, Gloucester Terrace, Portman Square, for 
“ Improvements in treating peat to render it useful as fuel, and for illumi- 
nating and metallurgical purposes.” Novy. 2, 1861. 

2773.—James LivesEy, of Manchester, engineer, for “* Improvements in 
apparatus for communicating from one part of a railway train to another, 
and for coupling pipes.” Nov. 5, 1861. 

2795.—Joun RicHarpson WicHam, of Capel Street, Dublin, for “ Jm- 
provements in apparatus for the manufacture of gas, parts of which are 
also applicable for cooking purposes.” Nov. 7, 1861. 

2796.—Samvuet Leparp, of Cloak Lane, London, gentleman, for “ Jin- 
provements in apparatus for heating and warming conservatories, green- 
houses, ferneries, orchard-houses, or other buildings and rooms.” Nov. 7, 
1861. 

2815.—Francors Henry Marre Come Damiens Cuevaurer Finis Dr 
Lacomsz, of Paris, France, gentleman, for “ Improvements in gencrating 
hydrogen gas for illuminating, or other purposes, and in apparatus used 
thereby.” Nov. 9, 1861. 

2822.—Wiiu1am Epwarp Newron, of the Patent Office, 66, Chancery 
Lane, London, civil engineer, for “‘ Improved apparatus for manufac- 
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turing and containing gaseous liquids’ A communication. . Nov. 9, 
1861. 

2827.—Davip Yoorow Srewart, of Glasgow, Lanark, N.B., iron- 
founder, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of cast-iron pipes, and 
similar articles.’ Nov. 11, 1861. 

2830.—James, Joun Suxptock, of Weirdale’s Villas, Earl's Court, 
Kensington, London, for ‘‘ Improvements in gas-meters.” Nov. 11, 
1861. 

2831.—Grorcre Frercusson Witson and Grorcr Payne, both of Sher- 
wood Works, Battersea, Surrey, for ‘‘ Improvements in treating fatty 
and oily matters.” Nov. 11, 1861. 

2843.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, 
and of 166, Buchanan Street, Glasgow, N.B., gentleman, for ‘ Jm- 
provements in the construction of steam, or other vapour, and water, or 
other liquid-tight joints.” A communication, Nov. 12, 1861. 

2851.—Epwarp Curtis Kemp, of Avon Place, Pershore Road, Birming- 
ham, Warwick, agent, for “* Improvement in gas-lamp glasses, and other 
Sittings.” Nov. 13, 1861. 

2862,—A.rrep Epwin Carter, of the West Middlesex Water- Works, 
Kensington, and THomas Hacx, of the West Middlesex Water- Works, 
Hammersmith, both in Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in screw-cocks,”’ 
Nov. 13, 1861. 

2864.—Joun Lestiz, Esquire, of 60, Conduit Street, Hanover Square» 
London, for ‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas.’ Nov. 13 
1861. 

2865.—Henry Rosinson Fricker, of 106, Leman Street, Whitechapel» 
architect and surveyor, and Joun Manuey, of Fairmantle Streets 
Truro, Cornwall, civil engineer and mining agent, for “‘ Improvements 
in apparatus for facilitating the cleansing of sewers, and other water- 
courses or ways.” Nov. 13, 1861. 

2868.—Wiriiam Hear, of Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancaster, tool-maker, 
for “An improved instrument for cutting pipes and bars of metal.” 
Noy. 14, 1861. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
2363,—Henry Cockry and Francis CuristopHer Cockey, of the 
Frome Iron Foundry, Somerset, engineers, for ‘‘ Jmprovements in appa- 
ratus employed in the manufacture of gas.”’ Sept. 21, 1861. 
2455.—James Davis, ironmaster, Ulverston, Lancaster, and THomas 
Evans, engine-fitter, of Ulverston, Lancaster, for “ Improvements in 
the construction of engines to be worked by steam, air, or gases.” Oct. 2, 
1861. 
2496.—Tuomas Hveues, of Birmingham, Warwick, Manager of the 
Imperial Iron-Tube Company, for ‘An improved high-pressure tap for 
regulating and controlling the flow of steam, water, or other fluids.” Oct. 
5, 1861. 
2516.—Witi1aM Saurn, of 21, King Street, Smithfield, London, gas- 
meter manufacturer, for ‘‘ Jmprovements in apparatus for measuring and 
regulating the pressure of gas.” Oct. 9, 1861. 
2540.—Cuantres Noyrs Kerrnot, of Gloucester House, West Cowes, I. 
of Wight, gentleman, and Martin Drepericu Rucker, of 116, Fen- 


obtaining ammoniacal salts, and other valuable products, from liquors or 
substances containing ammonia, and for utilizing the residuum.” 
1861. 

2657.—WintiamM Barry Lorp, of the Royal Artillery, veterinary 
surgeon and first lieutenant, now residing at Plymouth, Devon, for 
“An improved plug and socket, or apparatus, for closing and opening 
passages for the flow of liquids and fluids.” Oct. 23, 1861. 

2662.—Joun Cowre Heaton and Joun Dean, both of Rotherbam, 
York, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of taps or cocks.” Oct. 
24, 1861. 

2663.—Witu1am Dicks, of Floore, Northampton, smith, for “ Jmprove- 
menis in water-meters.” Oct. 24, 1861. 

2691.— Winu1am Taytor, of Newport Pagnell, Buckingham, soda-water 
manufacturer, for “‘ Improvements in joints or connexions for metal, and 
other pipes and tubes.” Oct. 26, 1861. 

2692,—Cuarues Steruens, of 31, Charing Cross, London, patent-agent, 
for “* Improved apparatuses for indicating escapes of lighting-gas from the 
conveying-pipes, and determining the precise leaking-places of the said 
pipes.’ Acommunication. Oct. 26, 1861. 

2696.—Banrtotomeo PrEpAVALLE, of 143, Fleet Street, London, civil 
engineer, for “‘ 4A new mode of, and apparatus for, producing and obtain- 

ing an hydropneumatic motive power.” Oct. 28, 1861. 

2711.—Joun EacGuesrieip, of Devizes, Wilts, watchmaker, for “ Jm- 
provements in gas-burners.” Oct. 29, 1861. 

2761.—Grorce Evans, of 69, Gloucester Terrace, Portman Square, for 
“ Improvements in treating peat to render it useful as fuel, and for illu- 
minating and metallurgical purposes.” Nov. 2, 1861. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 








1645.—Hernnry Hamer, of Horsforth, York, paper manufacturer, for 
** Improvements in chimney-tops and ventilators.” June 27, 1861. 
1666.—Witi1am Cxark, of 53, Chancery Lane, London, engineer and 
patent agent, for “‘ Improvements in the distillation of solid and liquid 
combustible matters.”’ A communication. June 29, 1861. 
1669.—Witi1am_ Livesry, of 3, Park Cottages, Park Village East, 
London, for ‘* Improvements in wet gas-meters.”’ June 29, 1861. 
1741,—Cuantes Cocuraneg, of Ormesby Iron-Works, Middlesborough- 
on-Tees, for “‘ Improvements in treating gas in its passage from blast- 
Jurnaces to the furnaces, stoves, boilers, or other heating apparatus, where 
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Legal Entelligence. 


LORD CHANCELLORS COURT. 
Fripay, Nov. 16. 
(Before the Lonp CHANCELLOR.) 
HILLS UV. EVANS.. 

Sir Hueu Cairns (with whom was Mr. Druce) applied to his lordship 
to rehear the appeal motion in this case, together with the motion for decree, 
instead of the same being heard, as directed by the Lords Justices, before his 
honour, Sir W. Page Wood. The learned counsel stated that he made the 
—— on the ground that the defendant contended the plaintiff ought 
to be put upon terms to bring an action at law to try the validity of his patent 
for the purification of gas, and that Vice-Chancellor Wood, having expressed 
an opinion that the defendant was not bound to bring such action, it would 
be useless to go before his honour upon any such contention. 

Mr. Rott (with whom was Mr. MARTEN) opposed the application, upon 
the ground that the Lords Justices, having differed in opinion, and having 
remitted the matter back to Vice-Chancellor Wood, his honour’s court was 
the proper forum for adjudication upon the rights of the parties in the 
first instance. The plaintiff also considered that it would be of some impor- 
tance to him to have the judgment of Vice-Chancellor Wood in his favour. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR inquired whether the parties would consent that 
the matter should come before him as upon an original hearing 

Sir Hucu Cairns: As far as I am concerned, I most cheerfully accept 
that proposition. ’ 

Mr. Rott: I would most cheerfully accept it, too, if the other side would 
a to a formal decree being drawn up by the Vice-Chancellor in our 

‘avour. 

Sir Hueu Catrkns : I will offer what, perhaps, my learned friend’s clients 
will think some advantage—that the hearing before your lordships shall be 
final, as regards the House of Lords. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR: You must get my consent to that. 

Sir Hucu Cairns: As between suitors, it Soe been done sometimes. 

Mr. Kour: If they will give us the benefit of the Vice-Chancellor’s judg- 
ment, we will at once consent. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR: You have got the benefit of the Vice-Chancellor’s 
judgment upon the interlocutory application; but that may have been 
founded on the age of the patent, its universal acceptance, and the fact that 
these questions had not hitherto been litigated. I think you can hardly ask 
as much as that; but I will take it as an original hearing before me, and you 
may fix your own day—say the 10th of December ; you could not reach it in 
the Vice-Chancellor’s paper by that time. Ican hear it, and then, if you de- 
sire it, you can have it heard in the House of Lords, and I can expedite it in 
the House of Lords for you. 

Mr. Rout: Very well, my lord. It is a case in which the convenience of 
common law counsel will have to be consulted. 

The Lorp CHANnceELLor : I will do that with the greatest pleasure. 











MIDDLESEX SESSIONS. 
GUILDHALL, WESTMINSTER. SAtTuRDAY, Nov. 16. 

(Before Mr. Bopk1n, Q.C., AssistantT-JuDGE, and a Bench of Magistrates.) 
THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY, Appellants; THE METROPOLITAN 
BOARD OF WORKS, Respondents. 

Mr. J. Clerk, with Mr. Woottetr and Mr, E. V. Ricnarps, appeared 
for the appellants; Mr. MeTcaLFe and Mr. Hurst for the respondents. 

Mr. CLERK said he had the honour to appear for the Imperial Gas Company 
against a rate made by the Metropolitan Board of Works on their maius in 
the parish of Fulham. 

= ASSISTANT-J UDGE inquired whether the question in dispute was that 
of value? 

Mr. CLERK said the question was whether, in making a sewer-rate, the 
mains and pipes of the Imperial Gas Company, in the parish of Fulham, 
were to be assessed at their full rateable value to the poor-rate, or whether 
they should be rated on the principle laid down by this court—viz., at one-half? 

The AssISTANT-JUDGE said he had heard the decision referred to, which 


or Gas LIGHTING, vol. 9 p. 89), spoken of with approbation by all parties. 

Mr. CLERK said it was in accordance with the decision of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, in the case of the Vauxhall Bridge Company. He certainly 
posi after that decision, that the principle was recognized of taking 
one-half. 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE said it was notdecided that it must be exactly half. 

Mr. CLERK said he meant that the principle should prevail. The decision 
of the court was that in making a sewer-rate the question of benefit was 
still to be considered, and that the passing of the Metropolis Local Manage- 
ment Act had not altered in the slightest degree the former practice in that 
respect. The Court of Queen’s Bench, consisting of Lord Campbell, and 
Justices Coleridge, Earle, and Crompton stated, extra-judicially, when that 
case was before them, their opinion upon the 11th and 12th Vic. cap. 112, 
that the sewer-rate should be made upon the principle of taking into account 
the benefit which the property derived from the sewer. 

The AssisTant-JupGE: That is, that the old law still prevails. 

Mr. Crerx: Yes. The court said, ‘* We are, therefore, of opinion that the 
district board, being in the same position as the commissioners, in considering 
whether the Vauxhall Bridge Company are liable to be rated and to what 
amount, ought not to have considered merely the value of the property, asin 
making the poor-rate, but should be guided by the benefit which they con- 
sidered the property derived from the sewers,”’ 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE said he supposed that that would be conceded on 
the other side; but, they said that the half was too great a proportion. 

Mr. CLERK said that was the case, and it was one for argument only. In 
this court Mr. Creasy—now Chief Justice Creasy—stated that the bench were 
unanimously of opinion that that was the right amount in the case of a 
water company, where it was admitted that the appellants derived benefit from 
the sewers, not only to the extent of keeping the ground dry in which their 
pipes were laid so as to preserve them from corrosion ; but, in offering facili- 
ties for the discharge of surplus water. In the case of a gas company, the 
benefit was decidedly less, because, though their mains and pipes were saved 
from corrosion by being laid in dry ground, the company were liable to in- 
dictment under the General Gas Act for making use of the sewers to dis- 
charge any refuse, or allowing any gas to escape into them. He thought, 
therefore, that the appellants were dealing very fairly with the court and 
the parish, in saying that they were willing to take the same principle of 
assessment as had been adopted in the case he had alluded to, and consent 
to be rated at one-half. 

The AssisTANT-JUDGE said he thought the court would require very strong 

















evidence on the other side to induce them to depart from that principle. 
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calling evidence, he would leave the case in the hands of the court. 


the rate, because there was nothing to show how much the mains separate 
from the other works in the company in the parish had been assessed at to 
| the poor-rate. 


company were included in one sum? 
Mr. Hurst said they were. 
Mr. CLERK corrected that statement. He said the gross estimated value 
lof the mains was £105, which could be proved in a moment. 
| Mr. Hurst said the gross estimated value was £3910, and the respondents 
had no means of knowing how much of that was applicable to the mains. 
| He understood that the assessment to the poor-rate did not distinguish be- 
| tween the value of the mains and works. 
| The AssisTaNT-JuDGE suid, if the principle were acceded to, there would 
be no difficulty in arranging the details. 
| Mr. Hurst said the desire of the Metropolitan Board was, that a special 
| ease should be stated for the opinion of the Queen’s Bench, so that the ques- 
| tion might be finally settled. 
The AssIsTANT-JUDGE inquired what point it was desired to ask the 
opinion of the court upon? The judges could only repeat what they had 
said before. It was a long and tedious process of arriving at a decision, and 





certain the facts.” 

Mr. CLERK said the Court of Queen’s Bench could not say whether the rate 
should be £40, or £50, or £60. 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE said he was told by some of the magistrates on the 
bench, who were present when Mr. Creasy delivered his judgment in the 
case referred to, that they considered it to be the full amount of any benefit 
derived by the pipes. 

Mr. Hurst said he was quite unable to consent to any such arrangement, 
and, therefore, the appellants must go on with their case. 

Mr. CieRk said his case was concluded. 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE: The case is before us. 

Mr. CLERK said the gross estimated rental of the mains and pipes was 
£105, and the net rateable value to the poor-rate £90, as he would prove in 
a minute. 

Mr. Hackman, veetry-clerk of Fulham, gave evidence to that effect. 

Mr. CLeRxk said the rate was made in 1861, to pay expenses in 1857. 

The AssISTANT-J UDGE inquired what was the meaning of that > 

Mr. CLERK said the Metropolitan Board made a rate upon the Fulham dis- 
trict, which the local authorities considered to be invalid, and they refused 
to collect it, The board, therefore, under the powers of their Act, appointed 
an assessor to rate the parish. This was the rate made by the assessor upon 
the state of things existing in 1861. 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE said it might be assumed, therefore, that the value 
of the company’s property was increased. : 

Mr. Hackman said he believed the assessment included the value of two 
houses at the company’s station, as well as the mains in the district. 

Mr. CLERK said the value of the plant was included in the amount of 
£3910. The parish of Fulham was not supplied with gas from these works, 
and the mains, which were the subject matter of the rating in this appeal, 
were simply the mains by which the gas was conveyed from the company’s 
station to the adjoining parish. The company were willing to consent that 
those mains, which were assessed at £90 to the poor-rate, should be assessed to 
the sewer-rate at one-half. 

The AssIsTANT-JUDGE said it appeared to be but a small matter in dispute. 

Mr. RicHARDs said it involved a very large question in other parishes. 

Mr. MeTcaLre said that was the very reason why the parish could not 

consent to the arrangement proposed by the appellants. 
The AssIsTANT-JUDGE said, when a former case was before the court, an 
intimation was given that, in the Act of Parliament under which the pro- 
ceedings were taken, there was a power reserved to assess certain descrip- 
tions of property at a lower rate; and Mr. Creasy, adopting that principle, 
reduced the amount to one-half. He had heard that decision spoken of with 
great approbation, and very cogent evidence on the part of the respondents 
would be necessary to induce him to depart from it. 

Mr. Metcatre said it was desired, on the ge of the Metropolitan Board, 
to ascertain whether there was power to divide the rate in that way. It was 
very much doubted whether, if this assessment were settled on that principle, 
other parts of the parish might not object. The Act of Parliament directed 
that the assessment should be upon the basis of the poor-rate, and that was 
the net rateable value. 

The AssISTANT-JUDGE said it was contended, on the other side, that the 
old principle should be adopted, of looking to the benefit derived. It wasa 
question for the court to say how far the appellants were benefited. 
Mr. MErcaLFE would concede the principle that the court must look to 
the benefit derived, to ascertain whether the appellants were rateable at all, 
but not for the purpose of dividing the rate. In one case in which he was 
engaged, the works were upon an island; the island was parochial; but, as no 
benefit was derived from the sewers, it was at once decided that the works 
there were not rateable. 
The AssIsTaNT-JUDGE said that question did not arise here, because the 
company conceded the point that they were rateable. 
! Mr. Metcatre: Then, having conceded that they are rateable, they are 
|| liable to be rated in this way? 
|| The Assistant-JupGE: There is where we are at issue. 
Mr. Metcatre: And that is just the question upon which we want the 
| decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
|| The Asstistant-JupGE: It would be, to send up a case to them upon a | 
|| question they have already decided. 
|| Mr. Cenk: The Court of Queen’s Bench have decided that the question 
|| of benefit is to be arrived at by this court. 
'| Mr. DowDEswELL oe curia) said, that in a case in which he was 
engaged, Mr. Justice Earle stated that the dictum in the Vauxhall Bridge 
case was not to be taken as a decision on the point, but was merely an ob- 
servation thrown out for the consideration of the parties, 
The Asststant-JuDGE said it was not a formal decision, because the court 
| had not the case before them. 
Mr. Mrtcatre said it was very much the wish of the respondents to have 
||the question settled one way or the other, as to whether the court had 
power to divide the rate, supposing the liability was conceded? The point 
|| Was, whether the clause in the Act of Parliament excluded them wholly 
|when they derived no benefit, or partially when they derived partial benefit? 


|| Mr. CLerx said, if the Court of Queen’s Bench could fix the quantum at 
| which the Metropolitan Board were hereafter to rate different kinds of pro- 

















Mr. CLERK said the facts were not in dispute, and, therefore, without | point, whether the board were to consider the amount of benefit in making a 


Mr, Hurst said he thought some difficulty would arise as to the amount of ; The AssisTaNtT-JuDGE said the respondents admitted that the question of 


The AssisTANT-JUDGE inquired whether the mains and the works of the | 


the court would say at once, ‘‘ Go to the sessions; they are the parties to as- | 


| sewer-rate> but this was already provided for by the Act of Parliament. 


| benefit was an element in the consideration when the rate was made. 
Mr. CLERK understood the contention on their part to be that, if there was 

| any benefit at all, the property was to be rated at the poor-rate value, The 
163rd section of the Act was, “‘ Provided always that any sewer-rate, raised 
under this Act, shall, as regards all land, used as arable, meadow, or pasture- 
ground only, or as woodland, orchard, market-garden, hop, herb, flower, 
| fruit, or nursery-ground, be assessed and levied in the proportion of one- 
| fourth part only of the net annual value of such land.” This was the first 
| difference from equality with the r-rate which was introduced. Then, 
| the 164th section said, ** Provided always that where any property shall, at 
the time of the issuing of the first commission under the said Act 
of the ilth and 12th years of Her Majesty, chap. 112, be enti- 
tled to exemption from, or to any reduction or allowance in respect 
| of, the sewer-rate, such exemption, reduction, or allowance, shall be ob- 
| served and allowed in levying any sewer-rate under this Act.” It was upon 
that point that the Queen’s Bench was asked the question in the case of the 
Metropolitan Board v. the Vauxhall Bridge Company; and Lord Campbell, 
not in a hasty oditer opinion, said, in his judgment, ** We are, therefore, of 
opinion thut the commissioners ought not to consider merely the value of the 
| property, as in making the poor-rate, but should be guided by the benefit 
which they considered the property derived from the sewers.” And, after 
reading the different clauses of the Act, he said—‘ This seems clearly to in- 
timate that, in rating, the benefit derived from the sewers to the property 
rated should still be regarded.” There was not only, therefore, the express 
language of the Act, but the decision of the Queen’s Bench in 1857; and all 
that his learned friend now wished to ask a case upon was, whether any 
allowance should be made > 
The Assistant-JuDGE: Whether, in respect of somewhat anomalous pro- 
perty, it is to be made? I should think that, considering the importance of 
this question in other parishes, it would be economical to get a decision 
upon it. 
Mr. CLERK said, in the East London Water-Works appeal, this court 
unanimously refused a case. 
Mr. WooLterr: The court said—‘‘ As it is one upon which we feel no 
doubt, no case will be granted.” 
Mr. Metca.re said the board were not represented on that occasion. The 
clause in the Act of Parliament to which Mr. Clerk referred, confined the 
exemptions to those cases in which they existed before. 
The Assistant-JuDGE, after some further discussion, said, for the sake of 
raising the question, he should find that the value of the appellants mains 
was one-half the amount at which they were assessed to the poor-rate. The 
rate would, therefore, be reduced from £90 to £45; the court finding that 
that was the amount of benefit derived by the company, and grant a case 
as to their power to reduce the amount below that of the poor-rate. 





SHEFFIELD POLICE-COURT. 
Monpay, Nov. 11. 
(Before E. Vicxers, Esq., and 8. Burcner, Esq.) 
SUMMONS UNDER THE SALE OF GAS ACT FOR FIXING AN UNSTAMPED 
METER. 

The Sheftield United Gaslight Company were summoned for fixing an un- 
stamped gas-meter on the premises of Mr. A Booth, of Castle Street. Mr. 
Tuomas SmitTH appeared in support of the information, and Mr. W. Wake 
for the defence. 

Mr. SmirH said the information was laid under the 23rd and 24th Vict., 
cap. 66, sec. 18, which enacted that no meter for ascertaining the quantity of 
gas sold should be fixed after the expiration of twelve months from the passing 
of the Act, without having been duly tested and stamped by the inspector of 
meters; and imposed a penalty of £6 for every unstamped meter fixed after 
that time, upon the person fixing the same. During October, Mr. Booth gave 
twenty-four hours notice to the gas company, requiring that his meter should 
be tested and stamped under the new Act. A few days afterwards—namely, | 
on the 28th of October—two of the company’s men removed the gas-meter, 
which was taken to Mr. William Barlow, the inspector duly appointed by the 
corporation. 

Mr. Wake: Is he duly appointed ? 

Mr. SmitH thought his friend could not intend to dispute that. 

Mr. Wake: But I do; I shall require you to prove the appointment. 

Mr. Smit: Then I shall require an adjournment for that purpose. The 
meter was found to be registering 3 per cent. against the consumer, and to be 
capable, on the addition of more water, to register as much as 16 per cent. 
against him. Mr. Barlow gave a certificate to the following effect :— 

E. 28. Sheffield, Oct. 28, 1861. 

Ihave this day examined and tested a 10-light meter made by S. Crosley, No. 
39,770; date, 1839; gas companies, No. 6152, and find it as brought in, being the 








exact water-line, 3 per cent. fast; 1-1/3rd pint of water was taken out, and it 
registered exactly correct. This water was replaced, and one pint more added, | 
when it was found 5 per cent. fast ; 3 pints more added, 13°85 per cent. fast ; 1 pint | 
more added, 16°30 per cent. fast. Beyond this, it would not work. | 
W. Baxvew, Inspector. 


Mr. Wake: But he forgets to say how much it was capable of registering 
against the company. : 

Mr. T. Smitu: Well, that is not very material. I merely name these 
circumstances to show that there is a dond fide object in having these meters 
tested. The real question at issue is, whether the gas company had a right 
again to fix this meter which Mr. Barlow refused to stamp? He had to 
submit that, in fixing again this meter unstamped, they had acted in contra- 
vention of the Act of Parliement, and rendered themselves liable to the 
penalty of £5, which he was now seeking to recover. 

Mr. Wake: We want the case putting in a shape to take to a higher 
tribunal. : 

Mr, T. Suir: Perhaps you do; but I am going for the penalty. 

Mr. Wake: Very well; then, get it, if you can. (Laughter.) 

Mr. T. SmirH inquired whether Mr. Wake really meant to dispute the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Barlow? : 

Mr. Waxe: I do; I mean seriously to put you to the proof whether the 
Act is in operation here at all, or not? It is not a question of £5, but of more 
than £5000 to the gas company. : 

Mr. T. Smiru: I understood you were only going to contend that the 
refixing of the meter was not a fixing within the meaning of the Act. 

Mr. Wake: Who told you so? 

Mr. T. Smrru: A little bird. 

Mr. Wake: What a “shining light!” (Laughter.) 

Mr. T. Smit: No; it was Mr. Unwin I understood to say so. 











|| perty, it might be of valuable assistance to obtain their opinion, But the 
| | Court would refuse to do that. His learned friend asked for a case upon the 


Mr. ALBERT SmitH (magistrate’s clerk) : You had better prove your case, 
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—— 

















































































- ——————— 


or 


ad 


eas as 











'| the men who took it down. 


| 


| rect. 


|| as if you had. 





~ 


788 


Mr. Wake: Yes; for, whatever Mr. Smith may want, I want it in a 
shape to take to a superior court. : 

Mr. A. Booth was called, and said he gave the company notice that he 
wished to have his meter tested and stamped. 

Mr. Wake: Let us have the notice produced. . 

Witness: I did not keep a copy, but Mr. Unwin admitted the receipt of 
the notice. 

Mr. Waxe: Mr. Unwin cannot make such an admission; he’s nobody. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ALBERT SmirH: When was the notice given ? 

Witness : I think, on the last Thursday in October. 

Mr. ALBERT SmiTH: That would be the 31st ? 


Mr. Waxe: Yes; three days after the meter was removed. (Laughter.) 
Witness : No; it would be the last Thursday but one—it was before the 
8th. 


Mr. Wake objecting to oral evidence of the contents of the notice, 

Witness proceeded: After the notice had been sent, Mr. Unwin called 
upon him ; and, on being told that I intended to have the meter tested, 
said he would send a man to remove it. On Monday, the 28th of October, 
two of the gas company’s men removed the meter, and, after three or four 
hours, brought it back and refixed it. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Wake: Did you lay the information ? 

Witness : I did not. 

Mr. WAKE: Can you tell me who did 

Witness : I cannot. 

Mr. Wave: Had somebody been‘ 
proceedings ? 

Witness : The company’s inspector had. 

Mr. Wake: Anybody else? 

Witness : I suppose you allude to the gas-fitters. No, they had not. 

Mr. Waxe: No, Ido not. What was your reason for sending the meter 
to be tested ? 

Witness : Because I thought I was being robbed; and this [holding up 


? 


to see your meter previous to these 


|| Mr. Barlow’s certificate] shows that I was being robbed. 


Mr. WAKE [surveying Mr. Booth’s ample proportions]: You do not look 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Booth was then questioned as to whether the meter was refixed by 
He was not able to speak positively on the 
subject. 

Mr. T. SmitH: I do not think my friend will have the audacity to contend 
that they were not the gas company’s men ? 

Mr. Wake: No; Iam only trying to contend that Mr. Booth is the man 
who has had the meter fixed, and who ought to be summoned, if anybody is. 

Mr. -A. Booth, jun., deposed that, on the removal of the meter, he accom- 
panied the gas company’s men to the office of Mr. Barlow, the meter in- 
spector, Figtree Lane, and saw him test it up to the point of ascertaining 
|tuat it was capable of registering 5 per cent. against the consumer. Mr, 

Barlow gave him a certificate to that effect. Mr. Barlow afterwards called at 
|his father’s shop, and added the statement that, on the addition of three 
|more pints of water, the meter registered 13°85 ‘© cent. against the con- 
'sumer ; and, on the addition of one more pint still, 16°30 per cent. 

In reply to Mr. WAKE, . 

Witness spoke to one man he saw refixing the meter, as being one of the 
two who removed it; he thought, but could not be sure, whether Mr. Barlow 
made the addition to the certificate on the same day he gave it, or the next 
day. 

Mr. William Barlow was next examined, and said he was duly appointed 
inspector of meters by the town council. 

Mr. Wake. You act as such; we cannot get further than that. 

Mr. ALBert Smit: At all events, there is no other inspector ? 

Witness : No. 

Mr, T. SmirH: If there is any doubt about his appointment, I will call 
the town-clerk. 

Mr. Wake: I wish you would; I shall be much obliged to you to do so. 

Mr. T. SmirH: Mr. Barlow has an appointment in writing, which we can 
produce at the adjourned hearing, if my friend does not admit it. 
| Mr. Wake: That I cannot do. 

\e Witness was proceeding to say that he had had an interview with Mr. 

Unwin. in reference to the meter of Mr. Booth. 
| Mr. Wake: Never mind what conversations you had with Mr. Unwin; 
he is nobody. (Laughter,) 
| Mr. T.Smrrn: He has generally been considered an important part of the 
{gas company. (Laughter.) 
| Witness then stated that he tested the meter, and gave the certificate pro- 
‘duced. In reply to Mr. Wake, he said he made the addition in the course of 
| the same day as he gave the certificate. Mr. Moorhouse (a servant of the 
| gas company) was one of the men who took the meter to his office, and car- 
‘ried it away again. Witness gave him a similar certificate to the one pro- 
| duced without the addition. 
' certificate, but the further tests were made after he had gone. Witness went 
to dinner when he had made the first tests, and made the additional ones 
| immediately on his return. 
| Mr. Wake: Perhaps you will be good enough to tell us how much the 
meter might be made to register against the company now? 
| Witness: We tried it in 1} pint of water—that being the smallest quan- 
‘tity with which it would work, and found that it would not register against 
the company at all; at that point it was exactly right, as stated in the certi- 
‘ficate. Being asked to explain his mode of testing a meter, Mr. Barlow said 
he, in the first place, tested the soundness of the meter by putting on 
increased pressure. 
| Mr. Wake: With water or beer? 

Witness: With air, sir. Sometimes, we use gas. 
| Mr. WaxKe: You see, I am so ignorant on these points. (Laughter.) 
Witness : He then regulated the water-line, and, if the measurement was 
the same as that of the model gasholder sent from the Exchequer, it was cor- 
They also tried how much water it would work with, and how little, 
ascertaining the registry under both conditions. 
Mr. Wake: Under what clause in the Act of Parliament do you give your 








| certificate ? 


| 


Witness : 1 do not know that there is any clause for that. 

Mr. T. Smerui: That is not material to the issue. 
| Mr. Wake: Now, do not you know that, practically, the meter would not 
work in Mr. Booth’s shop with anything like the quantity of water which it 
contained when, as you say, it registered 16 per cent. against the consumer? 

Witness : Oh, no; it did work. 

Mr. Wake: Yes; it might first work at your office; but, do not you know 
that, practically, it would not work at Mr. Booth’s shop—that the lights 


| would flicker, and it would be impossible to get on with it > 


Witness : Probably it would not work with that water if more pressure 


; Was put on. 
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Mr. Wake: But, at the gas company’s pressure ? 

Witness : {t varies from two to six or seven inches. 

Mr. Wake: You must know at your place what the ordinary pressure of 
the gas company is? 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. Wake: Now, have you ever found it at seven? 

Witness : No. 

Mr. Wake: Have you ever seen it at two? 

Witness: Yes; I think I have. 

Mr. Wake: But you are not sure. 

Mr. T. Smrru said this concluded his case, except as to the proof of Mr. 
Barlow’s appointment. 

Mr. Wakg, in defence, said the question was one of very great importance, 
and, if the complainants were right, must inevitably result in half the town 
being, as regarded their gaslights, put in a state of darkness during the 
winter. If the consumer could not take up his meter to regulate it, or for 
any other temporary purpose, without being liable to a penalty of £5, what 
could be done in frosty weather, when 2000 meters had to be taken up in a 
day for the purpose of being thawed? According to his friend’s argument, 
that could not be done. 

Mr. T. SmirH: Mr. Booth did not have his meter taken off for that pur- 
pose, but because, as he said, he thought the gas company were robbing him. 

Mr. WAKE: No, no; Mr. Booth could not use such a word as that, 

Mr. T. Smrtu: He did. 

Mr. Wake: What, a town councillor, and use such language as that! 
(Laughter.) Ob, no; he only had it taken up out of a little curiosity. 
(Laughter.) Mr. Wake proceeded to say that the Legislature knew that, if 
they prohibited the use of the present meters at once, they would destroy 
millions of property. They, therefore, permitted unstamped meters already 
fixed to remain in use for ten years—that being the period in which a meter 
was worn out. The clause under which the information was laid prohibited 
the fixing of new meters which were not stamped, but did not prevent the 
company from replacing, during that time, old meters removed for such tem- 
porary purposes as being cleaned, thawed, &c. 

Mr. ButcHer: As I understand, it is not contended that it does. 

Mr. Wake: But that is the point involved. If Mr. Booth required to 
have his meter tested, the 20th clause amply protected him in so doing. He 
had only to give twenty-four hours notice to the company, and, if the in- 
spector declared it to be incorrect, it could not be refixed until amended and 
stamped ; but that was not the clause under which this information was laid 
— if it had, he should not have had a word to say. His first objection, then, 
was that the refixing of an old meter, removed for a temporary purpose, was 
not a fixing under the 18th clause. But there was another, and etill more 
important, objection. The Act, as originally passed, was to come into opera- 
tion in October, 1860, but the Legislature found that they had been in too 
great a hurry to legislate, and they passed an Act suspending this Act for 
twelve months. To that Act they had added a very important proviso, 
changing the original enactment from a compulsory to a permiesive Act. 
This latter Act, which provided that the two Acts should be construed as one, 
enacted that, notwithstanding anything in the original Act contained, it 
should not come into operation in any county of England until the magis- 
trates of such county, in quarter sessions, shall resolve to bring such county 
under the operation of this Act. 

Mr. T. Smitn: We have nothing to do with that ; we are in a borough. 

Mr. Wake: I beg pardon; the clause includes the whole of England, and 
makes similar provisions with regard to Ireland and Scotland. 

Mr. ALBERT SmitH: I suppose the county magistrates have not resolved 
to bring the Act into operation here? 

Mr. Wake said they had not; adding, that a pretty mess had resulted in 
London. The justices there had appointed an inspector, who had been 
stamping and testing meters by wholesale. A good many of those meters 
were fixed in Sheffield. They now found that they had no power to do it; 
and the result was, that everybody who had used one of these meters was 
liable to a fine of £5, the consumers in Sheffield who had got them included. 
His construction of the clause was clear, from the Metropolis Gas Amend- 
| ment Act, passed on the 6th of August last. The clause of this Act, trans- 

ferring to the Metropolitan Board of Works the powers of the justices, had a 
proviso repealing, as regarded the metropolis, the clause providing that the 
Act shall not come into operation until the magistrates resolved to bring the 
county under the operation of this Act. Under that Act, the Attorney- 
General bad given an opinion—— 

= T. Smrrx objected, that the opinion should be produced, or not quoted 
at all. 

Mr. Atsext Smiru: Has your attention, Mr. T. Smith, been called to 
the clause providing that the Act shall only come into operation on a resolu- 
tion by the quarter sessions? 

Mr. T. Smirn: No; I assumed that the town-clerk of this important 
borough had taken care that everything had been done that was necessary,, 
before the town council took action under the Act here. 

Mr. Wake: But I assure you that nothing has been done by the justices 
in quarter sessions ; and that at Rotherham, and other places in the county, 
they are fixing unstamped meters. 

In reply to Mr. BuTcHER, 

Mr. WAKE remarked that a consumer could have his own meter tested, 
and a stamped one substituted, by getting a certificate from a magistrate 
that his own was not correct; but, in that case, the gas company was pro- 
tected, having the liberty of appeal to the inspectors of two adjoining dis- 
tricts, in case they were not satisfied with the certificate. He added: Mr. 
Smith can have an adjournment if he likes; but I defy him to prove that 
Mr. Barlow is legally appointed. 

Mr. T. Smrru asked the justices to adjourn the case upon that point, to 
give him an opportunity of considering the Act. He assumed, of course, that 
the corporation had taken all necessary steps for putting the Act into opera- 
tion. His present impression was that the clause quoted by Mr. Wake did 
not apply to boroughs. 

Mr, WAKE urged that the summons should be dismissed. 

Mr. T. Smrrx: No, no. 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH inquired, supposing the Act were in operation, what 
difficulty was there in getting meters, removed for a temporary purpose, stamped 
before they were replaced? It would probably require considerable effort, 
but might, he should think, be done. 

Mr. Wake: Effort! why in Birmingham, they have found it so impossible 
to put the Act in operation that an arrangement had been come to between 
the magistrates, the town council, and the gas company, to go on fixing un- 
stamped meters. There never was such an impracticable Act passed. 

Mr. T. SmrrH: You have had two years in which to prepare stamped 
meters. 

Mr. Wake: We cannot prepare meters that are in use. 

Mr. T. SmirH: But you can get new meters stamped. f 

Mr. Wake: Do you want us to get 17,000 new meters? We are stamping 
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them as fast as possible ; but it requires entirely new machinery, and cannot 
be done in so short a time. 

aaa Why not, in Mr. Booth’s case, have put in a stamped 
meter 

Mr. Wake: Because he never asked us. 

Mr. T. Smit: He says he gave you notice. 

Mr. Wake: Mr. Booth’s notice has not been put in, or you would have 
seen that it was not so. 

Mr. Abert SmitH: But why not have altered and stamped his meter? 

Mr. Waxe: It would have taken more time than to provide a new one. 

Mr. Butcuen : Seeing that it registered against him, I think you ought to 
have supplied him with a stamped one. 

Mr. Waxes: But we cannot get them either for love or money; he could 
get one for himself much better. 

Mr. Atbert Sarr: If the Act is not in operation, it is no use discussing 
these points; for Mr. Barlow cannot be properly appointed. I have looked 
at it, and think it cannot be put in operation excepting by the county 
justices, especially as we have no separate court of quarter sessions. 

Mr. T. SmirH wished to reply to the arguments of Mr, Wake before the 
case was adjourned. 

Mr. WAKE: Oh, I have not done yet; I shall have a great deal more to 
say, if the magistrates do not decide this point for me. 

Mr. T. Smit : What, have you got some more objections ? 

Mr. Wake: I am going to do as the late Mr. Broomhead used to do. 
When he had been speaking three hours, and taken fifty objections, he used 
to say that he was going to take a preliminary objection which would be 














fa’ : i those new shares ; and a further dividend of 22s. 6d. per share, free of income-tax, 
aes bo Ge cee wins whet I meen to do to you. (Laughter. on the old shares, towards the arrears of dividend, for the half year ending the 30th 
The case was then adjourned for a week. of June, 1855. 
| The board have great pleasure in drawing the attention of this meeting to the 
| continued active services of the secretary, and they recommend that his salary be | 
| advanced from £500 to £600 per annum—such increase to take place from July 1, | 
| | 1861. 
| 
Dr. Manufactory and Revenue Account, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1861. Cr. | 
To Tradesmen’saccounts . . . . . . 6 + « e . £491 12 7 | By Gas-rental, to June 30,1861 . . . . . 2 © 6 + + + + £33,220 10 3) 
Coalscarbonized .. . 13,345 7 2 Coke, salesamd stock. . . 2 2+ © + © © © © @ 5,145 15 11) 
Wages (manufacture only) ewe + Pew we oo Se Sa Pe “a es oe <a se © 6 ee. eo Sw ee 294 G 1) 
SSO. gn wk ee kc eee 553 3 8 | Ra ee ae ee ee ee ee ee 861 6 0} 
Ne gr ag ie og, ghee? ee Bw om 500 0 0 | Bees. wc ie hl th hl hl hcl el ele 276 G 5) 
ee eer Ol we a ee He 30 6 0 | Discounts and allowances. . . . . . 1. + es e+ we w@ 079 
Ce. Wie GG ul Se ke Oo ne ee! 1,530 13 8 0 a a en ee 747 27 
| Collectorscommission. . . . . . .« 2 «© © «© ew «© © 542 11 7 | Balance of unappropriated profits, to Dec. 31,1860. . . . . ILi,i4l 110 
Stationery, stamps, &. . . . 2. 2 2 te ew et 148 15 2 | 
| General charges,&e. . . . . 1. 1 1 we ew ew ee 125 16 8 | 
| COTS, ama et Ge he Woe a gS wo 81 10 11 | 
} Gasallowance . ...... ‘ 56 14 7 
| Wearandtear ..... .« ° 3,625 3 9 
ae ne. 11,000 0 0 
| Interest on debentures. . 8 ame # - ~ 1,594 14 4 
| I SE ae See 42 4 0 
Income and property-tax. . . . . - n--ar “h 326 9 10 
Unappropriated profits, to Dec. 31,1860 . . . . . . 141 110 
| Net profits, to June 30,1861. . . . . 1. ee. ee 14,343 14 7 


| mee eee <OSEEED 


The CuarrMAN said that, on the present occasion, he would not intrude 
on the time of the shareholders by offering any observations, but would 
merely propose that the report and statement of accounts, as examined and 
certified, be received and entered on the minutes. He would be happy to 
answer any question, but thought it better not to originate any discussion 
at the opening of the proceedings. 

Mr. Ropes seconded the motion, and said he was very glad to meet the 
shareholders on the present occasion. Some of them seemed surprised at 
seeing him smile, but he could assure them that he was in a very contented 
mood at observing the prosperous condition of the company. He confessed 
that he was in rather a difficulty about the dividend. He was afraid that it 
was too large to be continued. It appeared that the directors had madea 
second call, which would be due on the 9th of the month, and he was 
desirous of knowing when it was likely they would make a third call. His 
reason for inquiring about the calls was this—that 2 poor man, like him- 
self, wished to know when the directors would require money, in order that 
he might have it in readiness for them at the appointed time. He was very 
glad to find, not indoors only, but out of doors also, that the conduct of the 
| clerks and officers of the company was held in general respect, and that 
| those officials were paying every attention to the discharge of their duties. 
| It was proposed by the report, which had just been read, to increase the 

salary of their excellent secretary, Mr. Andrews; and to that proposition, 
he (Mr. Rhodes) should give his most hearty assent. If the board of 
directors had not themselves thought proper to take that subject in hand, 
he would certainly have asked his brother shareholders to do so; but, as 
the directors had proposed an increase of £100. year in the salary of Mr. 
| Andrews—an amount which was not one whit more than that gentleman 
| deserved—he should be most happy to second that proposition. He was 
|Sorry to find that no mention was made in the report respecting the 
|| auditors, because he thought that some increase in the sum awarded to 
|| them for their labours ought now to be made. He knew not whether the 
| auditors were absent or present at the meeting, because he had not the 
|| pleasure of their acquaintance; but, he certainly thought that they ought 
to be more liberally dealt with. At present, they were allowed £20 a year— 
that was, £10 each half year; and he should propose, at a later stage of the 
qocceetinas, that £30 more be annually added to the sum awarded them. 
| 4t was gratifying to find that the directors had now commenced the plan of 
' paving the dividend on the day the half-yearly meetings were held. He 
|| hoped, however, that at all future half-yearly meetings gentlemen would 
i| be asked, on entering the room, whether they wished to receive their divi- 
dend at the time or not. If they answered in the affirmative, then let them 
given a ticket commencing with No. 1, and so on; and, if they replied in 
the negative, then Jet the ticket be withheld. The adoption of this plan 
would remedy a growing evil, because many shareholders, as in the case of 
the Imperial Company, waited until the meeting was over before they entered 
the room to receive their dividend; while those who had been in attendance 
during the whole of the proceedings were detained to the last before they 
could obtain their money. The Phoenix had adopted the plan of giving the 
tickets with the best results; for, as the shareholders entered, the tickets 
were given; as they left, their names were called in regular order, and the 
dividend was paid, and thus the pea of coal-pit law was recognized— 
that of first come first served. He was happy to inform his brother share- 
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Miscellaneous News. 


| 
| 
EQUITABLE GASLIGHT COMPANY. | 

The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company || 
was held at the office, No. 21, John Street, Adelphi, on Tuesday, the 5th || 
inst.—Joun Hotpsuir, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. S. Andrews) read the advertisement convening the 
meeting, the minutes of the last general meeting, and also the minutes of 
an extraordinary meeting held on the 24th of September last. He then 
read the following report of the directors, and statement of accounts :— 


The directors are glad to report that the business of the company has progressed 
satisfactorily during the last half year. ; 

They have pleasure in reporting that your manufacturing plant and mains are in , 
excellent working condition, except two of the old gasholders, which are now being 
re-sheeted; and it is hoped they will be completed, and delivered over to the com- | 
pany, in time to have the advantage of their stowage capacity for the coming winter. | 

You were informed, at the last meeting, that 437 of the new £25 shares had not 
been accepted by those shareholders to whom they were offered, and that the 
directors proposed to dispose of them by auction. The sale accordingly took place 
on the 26th of June last, and the whole of those shares were then sold, and realized 
a premium of £3217. 5s. 

Your directors have to announce that debenture-bonds, amounting to £20,600, 
fall due on the 13th inst., for the payment of which the call due on the 9th inst., on 
the new shares, is applicable. | 

The manufacturing and revenue account, and the balance-sheet, for the half year 
ending the 30th day of June last, as examined and certified by the auditors, will be 
laid before you. They exhibit a net profit of £14,343. 14s. 7d., which, with the 
balance of £141. 1s. 10d. carried over from the previous half year, amounts to 
£14,484. 16s. 5d., from which your directors recommend a dividend (less the income- | 
tax) of 50s. per share on the old shares—being 5 per cent. for the past six months ; 
and Is. 8d. per share on the 3563 new £25 sharés that were taken up by the shaie- 
holders—being the same rate of dividend from the date of payment of the first call on | 
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holders that he had been over the works of the Equitable Company, and 
that he had not been called to any account for having gone to inspect them 
without giving notice of his intention. He believed the engineer had no 
knowledge of his coming. He visited the works four times during the past 
year, and he could truly say that never had he found, and that he believed 
there could not be found, another gas-work in such a compact and satis- 
factory form. Every part of their manufacture, including, of course, the 
gasholders, was in such a state of perfection that it would require very little 
attention indeed to keep them in future order. He had never seen gas- 
holders which were better fitted up; and he was glad to find that the re- 
torts had been rebedded in a most proper manner. There appeared to be a 
greater unionism existing among the men than he had ever witnessed at 
any other establishment. They all liked the engineer, and highly approved 
of his proceedings. He found that, with respect to the office clerks and 
others, they all seemed to be greatly satisfied, to unite cordially, and to 
work one with another most agreeably; and he had heard this with refer- 
ence to them both in and out of doors. All he objected to was the in- 
creased dividend being so large, on the ground that he feared the directors 
could not keep it up to its proposed amount; but he was willing to 
leave the decision of that point to futurity. 

A SHAREHOLDER: And you may do so with safety. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would endeavour to answer the questions put by 
Mr. Rhodes, The directors were of opinion that the shareholders were now 
entitled to reap the benefit of the expenditure and labour of former years. 
Of course, if the shareholders did not wish to receive that benefit, they 
could easily declare it. The directors could not declare the dividend; all 
they could do was to act upon the supposition that the shareholders would 
receive the dividend which was proposed in the report. If the shareholders 
should declare to the contrary, then the directors could very easily destroy 
the cheques which had been drawn out, and write fresh cheques. The sub- 
ject was one entirely in the power of the shareholders to decide, because it 
was only at a general meeting that the question of the dividend could be 
determined. As to the third call, the directors did not expect to make that 
call until about this time next year, neither could they state what the 
amount of it would positively be; but, probably, it would not exceed 4 per 
cent. 

Mr. Ruopes: At all events, it will not be made within six months. 

The CuairMaN replied that it certainly would not be made for six 
months. The directors were glad to hear that Mr. Rhodes had expressed 
his satisfaction at the conduct of the several officers of the company. The 
salary of the engineer had been raised by £100 per annum, and there was 
every reason to believe that that was a step which would be fully approved 
of by the shareholders. The directors were now recommending an increase 
in the salary of the secretary, and that also was a proceeding which the 
shareholders would sanction. The directors had nothing to do with regard 
to the increase of the payment of the auditors. According to the 81st sec- 
tion of their Act, they (the directors) were prevented from interfering in a 
variety of matters therein specified—such as the borrowing of money, the 
augmentation of capital, and the granting of increased allowances to 
auditors or secretary—and, therefore, they did not attempt to take upon 
themselves the settlement of things of that kind. It was for the 








proprietors only to make movements of that sort. As to the divi- 
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dend being paid at these half-yearly meetings by means of the ticket sys- 
tem, he was not aware of what was done by other companies, in that re- 
spect; but, no doubt the directors would be |ppy to attend to the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Rhodes, and on another occasion to adopt it, should it meet with 
their concurrence. At present, they proposed to pay the dividend at once. 
The directors having ventured thus early to prepare the dividend cheques 
upon this occasion, to facilitate the payment of the call of £5 on the new 
shares, which is due on or before the 9th inst., which call is made, as 

ou are informed by the report, to py off debentures due on the 13th. 

hey were very much pleased to find that Mr. Rhodes approved of their 
works. They themselves believed those works to be in a very satisfactory 
condition. There was a time when they were not in very first-rate order; 
but, the shareholders had sanctioned the laying out of additional mone 
upon them, which had certainly tended greatly to their improvement. It 
was perhaps to be regretted that the two gasholders were not yet complete, 
but they would be finished as soon as possible. It was also satisfactory to 
learn, from the statement of Mr. Rhodes, that the officers of the company 
were conducting themselves in a manner deserving of commendation. 
Christmas was the time for taking the salaries of those officers into con- 
sideration, and at Christmas that would be done. 

Mr. G. C. RussEu: I think you said £4 or £5 would be the third call? 

The CHAtrRMAN: Not more than £4, I think. 

Mr. Russevi: Are these calls for new works? 

The Cuarrman: No. We have had sums of money for purposes of that 
kind. We do not want money for new works. We only require it to keep 
those already in existence in a proper position. 

Mr. Russeiu: Have you taken into consideration the desirability of 
allowing shareholders to prepay their calls? 

The Cnarrman: Yes; but we donot think that necessary. 

Mr. Russeti: Would it not be beneficial if you were to allow them to 
prepay calls at a discount of £5 per cent.? 

Mr. Wirecer: It might; but. then, what are we to do with the money? 
We do not want it for any present purpose. 

The Cuarrman: I may state that the subject has been discussed, and the 
general opinion was that, as we do not want the money, we should not 
solicit the prepayment of calls. 

Mr. Russewi: I beg further to ask whether there is any probability of 
any fresh extension of capital being required ? 

The CuHarrmMan: No; we believe our plant to be in first-rate condition, 
and we only require to keep it in the saine proper order. 

Mr. Russet: But will you not require further capital for other districts ? 

The CuatrMANn: We think our present works will meet all the demands 
upon us. 

Mr. Russeti: Have you a map of your district? 

The CuarrMan: Yes; I shall be happy to show it to you at any time. 

Mr. Russetv: I do not, like Mr. Rhodes, offer the slightest objection to 
the amount of the dividend you are kind enough to offerme. But, I should 
like to know whether your rental is increasing? 

The Cuarrman: It is. 

Mr. Russeti: How much? 

The Cuarrman: Comparing our rental this half year with the corre- 
sponding one of 1860, there has been an increase of £1621. 

Dr. LippeEct said it struck him that, at the time of the auctioning of the 
shares, the auctioneer gave the bidders to understand that a call would be 
made at the same rate every six months. 

The CHArrMAN: Every year. 

Dr. Lippe 1 said that, of course, he spoke under correction. He had the 
satisfaction to belong to two or three companies, and he was glad to find 
that the directors did here what was not done elsewhere—namely, read 
the minutes of the preceding meeting. Still, he thought they were some- 
what in error in not publishing their report and balance-sheet for the infor- 
mation of the proprietors. He knew that they were obliged to prepare the 
| balance-sheet, and he was aware that it was prepared, but he objected to its 
being withheld until the general meeting. There was the less necessity 
| for this delay, because the accounts were always published in the JouRNaL 
|or Gas Ligutine. He would, therefore, respectfully suggest that the report 
and balance-sheet be sent to every shareholder previous to the day of 
meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN understood that an intimation had been given at the 
auction that the call should not be made for a twelvemonth. The shares 
now stood at a premium of £9, and that fact in itself showed that they were 
regarded with favour by the public. He might observe that the directors 
had nothing to do with the market. With regard to what had been said 
relative to the publication of the balance-sheet and the report, of course 
the directors would take that subject into consideration. That account 
and report had always been open to the inspection of shareholders a certain 
number of days previous to the general meeting, but they had not been 
published, because no request to that effect had been made to the directors. 

Dr. LippELL moved, that it be now recommended to the directors to pub- 
lish them. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that there was no necessity for any formal mo- 
|tion on the subject, as the directors would consider the question previous 

to the next general meeting. : 

| The motion that the report be received, adopted, and entered on the 
| minutes, was here put, and carried unanimously. 

| Mr. Jonn Box said it was always desirable to sail into broad waters, and 
|to clear away everything which tended to the prejudice rather than the 
| benefit of a company; and, therefore, he would say, with regard to the non- 
| publication of the balance-sheet— 

The CHarrMAN observed that there was no motion before the chair. 

Sir J. Duxr said, the publication of the accounts had been already left, 
by the consent of the meeting, in the hands of the directors. 


Mr. HapLAND then moved the following resolution:—“ That a dividend, 
less the income-tax, be now declared out of the profits of the concern, for 
the half year ending the 30th. of June last, of £2. 10s. per share (being 5 per 
cent. for the past six months), and of 1s. 8d. per share on the 3563 new 
shares that were taken up by the shareholders—being the same rate of divi- 
dend for two months on the call paid; and a further dividend of £1. 2s. 6d. 
per share, free of income-tax, on the old shares, towards the arrears of divi- 
dend for the half year ending the 30th of June, 1855. That the said divi- 
dend be payable at the termination of this meeting, and on the 6th, 7th, and 
8th inst., and, afterwards, on every Tuesday and Friday, between the hours 





||of ten and four o'clock.” 


Mr. Ropes seconded the motion. 

Mr. Jonn Box said he could not allow this motion to be adopted without 
passing a high eulogium upon the management ofthe concern. He believed 
that some of the shareholders present were comparatively new ones. He 
had had the pleasure of being a shareholder for many years, and he was 
happy to say that this company were conducting all their proceedings in a 








manner consistent with strict equity and justice. He believed the Metro- 
polis Gas Act to be the best both for consumers and shareholders which had 
ever passed the Legislature. It was beneficial to the consumers, because it 
enabled them to have a full quantum of gas at a high rate of purification; 
and it was beneficial to the shareholders, because it effectually protected 
their interests. He thought great gratitude was due to the directors of 
the Equitable Company for their excellent management of the concern. 
He would not take any part on the question which had been raised at the 
present meeting as to the expediency of publishing their report and balance- 
sheet beforehand. As to keeping up the dividend for tle future, he left 
that entirely in the hands of the directors. He had himself very 
little unbelief about it. The prosperity of the company was such that, in 
his judgment, the proprietors might confidently rely on the present divi- 
dend being maintained. The state of the accounts showed that great 
judgment and skill had been manifested by the directors, and more par- 
ticularly by their excellent secretary, who had watched the markets and 
taken advantage of everything for the benefit of the company. Their ex- 
penditure for coals this half year was less by £1300 than it had been for 
the corresponding half a of 1860, while the increase of rental on the two 
half years was £1600. Therefore, there must have been great good manage- 
ment, —, as during the last winter the price of coals had been very 
high. He referred to this particular point, because it was a very striking 
one. 

The CHARMAN said the honourable proprietor was pretty correct. Al- 
though the company had ‘paid 1}d. per ton more for coals in the last half 
year than in the corresponding one. 

The motion declaring the dividend was here put and carried unanimously, 


Mr. Watson said he had heard the report read, with great pleasure; but 
no part of it would be received with greater satisfaction than that which 
recommended a substantial testimony of approval to their old, faithful, and 
excellent secretary. He would not enter into any detail as to the mode 
in which Mr. Andrews had performed his duties for several years past. 
— jknew the difficulties with which a gentleman in Mr. Andrews’ 
position had to contend. Nevertheless, he had overcome them, and 
acquitted himself with a zeal, talent, and fidelity, which had been equally 
creditable to himself and to the company. ‘There would not, therefore, be 
a dissenting voice to the motion which he (Mr. Watson) had the pleasure 
now to propose, namely—“ That the salary of Mr. Andrews, the secretary, 
be increased by the sum of £100 per annum from the 1st of July last.” 

Mr. RHopEs seconded the motion, which was carried nem con.. 

Mr. ANDREWS, the secretary, in returning thanks, said he felt himself 
unable to convey to the proprietors the feelings he should wish to express 
for the honourable manner in which his name had been mentioned, and the 
handsome vote which had just been passed. All he could say was, that he 
would endeavour, in the time to come, still further to merit the good 
opinion the shareholders were kind enough to entertain of him. 

In reply to a shareholder, 

The CHArrMAN said the directors had not received any complaints either 
as to the purity or illuminating power of their gas. 

Mr. Ruopes said the auditors were servants who protected the interests 
of the company, seeing that everything was conducted in a bond fide 
manner. He was one of those who thought that all servants who looked 
after the interests of others ought to be well paid. He, therefore, begged 
to propose that the auditors be paid at the rate of £90 a year from July 
last. 

Mr. Russet thought that all matters involving an increase of salary 
should only be introduced after notice of motion on the subject, had been 
duly given. He was quite willing to assume that the present auditors 
were honestly worth the money which Mr. Rhodes was proposing to give 
them; but, he looked at the principle of the thing, and at the impolicy of 
increasing salaries—increasing them, perhaps, to the extent of £1000— 
without one word of notice having been given. He protested, under these 
circumstances, against the motion. 

Mr. Ruopes observed that this question had been discussed some time 
ago, and that it would have been brought forward at a former general 
meeting but for an objection raised to it by the auditors themselves. 

Sir J. Duke said that, as the present was a general meeting, all questions 
were to be considered in the light of open ones. He was, therefore, of 
opinion that it was competent for any proprietor to bring forward the 
motion which Mr. Rhodes had introduced. 

Mr. RussE.t thought that notice should be given, according to the terms 
of the Act. 

Sir J. Duxe replied, that there was nothing in the Act which required 
the notice. 

Mr. HapLAND seconded the motion. He thought that, as their accounts 
were now very voluminous—much more so than they had been years ago— 
the auditors ought to be better paid than they had been hitherto. He 
firmly believed that they were underpaid. 

Dr. Lippe i said it was contrary to the General Gas Clauses Act, that 
any new question of this kind could be entertained at a public meeting 
without notice; and that, in his opinion, was a very wholesome regulation. 
He contended that the company were bound by the provisions of that Act, 
which authorized them to prepare a code of bye-laws which should be 
beneficial both as regards the meetings of the directors and the business 
matters to be brought before the ordinary general meetings. Nothing was 
more salutary or more necessary than that notice should be given when 
questions of money were to be raised. As Mr. Russell had very properly 
said, without some such notice, a very large increase of allowance might sud- 
denly be proposed. He would suggest that the motion should be taken into 
consideration at the next meeting, when full notice of it would have been 
given to all the shareholders. 

A ProprRIETOR expressed a hope that, if the meeting agreed to the pre- 
sent motion, it would not be drawn into a precedent as regarded the future. 

Mr. Watson trusted, for the sake of principle and precedent, that the 
meeting would be cautions how they voted away money for purposes not 
recommended by the board of directors. If Mr. Rhodes would withdraw 
the motion, and give notice of it for the next meeting, he would be acting 
in accordance with the general feeling of his brother shareholders. 

Mr. Ruopes said he had brought this question forward at several half- 
yearly meetings. He knew not either of the auditors, and therefore he was 
not acting from any sinister motive. He was sure they were not well 7 
at the present remuneration of £60 per annum. Seeing that the feeling of the 
meeting was in favour of a postponement, he would now give notice that he 
would re-introduce the subject at the next meeting. 

Mr. Pearce then moved that the thanks of the meeting’ be given to the 
chairman and the board of directors for their continued attention to the 
affairs of the company. 

Mr. RuopkEs seconded the motion, which was put, and unanimously 
carried. 
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_ The Carman briefly returned thanks. He said the directors had been After payment of all charges, and the dividend declared in May last, the balance 
in troubled, but that now they were in smooth, waters. He hoped the standing to the credit of profit and loss account amounts to £10,001. 18s. 4d. ; a re- 
shareholders would always be able to receive a good dividend; at all events, ——— = ate ok y opine A oo , the ae mg 
H " 7 s, ’ ie D any ad, othe as companies, 
they might rely upon getting the best the directors could give them. contend with serious disadvantages during the winter, owing to the almost unpre- 
Mr. Hapianp proposed a vote of thanks to the auditors. cedented frost. e ad 
Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was adopted. The directors recommend the mecting to declare for the second half year a divi- 
Upon the motion of Mr. Ruopxs, seconded by Mr. HapLanp, a vote of | dend (free of income-tax) of 8s. per “A” share, and 94d. per new “ B”’ share, from 
thanks was passed to the engineer, for his indefatigable attention in carry- | thé profits made in the year ended the 30th of June, 1861; and, towards making up 
ing out plans for the benefit of the company. past dividends ‘of less than £10 per cent. Is. per ‘‘A” share, and 14d. per new 
The meeting then separated ” y Wha from ie seede pepviensy earned and ay Sy om o 
IS ° _As to the new works which the increase of business has rendered necessary, the 
WESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY directors have to report that a siding, to provide increased facilities for the supply 
. r - are of coals, has been made on the Great Western Railway, alongside the company’s pre- 
The Ordinary General Meeting of the Western Gaslight Company | mises; the gasholder referred to in the last report Sie far completed that it is ex- || 
(Limited) was held at the company’s offices, 28, Argyll Street,on Thursday, | pected to be available in the course of the present month, and the work has been 
the 7th inst.—Francis W. Russe 1, Esq., M.P., in the chair. executed in a satisfactory manner—this holder will more than double the present 
The Secretary (Mr. S. Barker) having read the notice convening the | Storeage; a oa Se Seer bes Seth coseted ; Sad on CENEnetoaD- ange, 
meeting, the seal of the company was affixed to some formal documents. a ano he cod >i dans tee eae Lage gr , oa 
r he following report and statements of account were taken as read :— was met with the usual punctuality, making £2 at present paid on those shares. A| 
The annexed statements of account show the result of the company’s working for | similar eall will, in all probability, be required by January next. | 
the year ended the 30th of June last. ; F Messrs. John Swaffield Orton, and Francis William Russell, M.P., and General | 
The gas and meter rental for the year amounted to £65,395, being an increase, as | Henry George Andrew Taylor, C.B., directors, and Mr. Thomas Ford, auditor, re- 
in rel 189% while, for isolenies sien = pe Re on and other | tire by rotation, and severally offer themselves for re-election. 
, > ? . 
Dr. General Balance-Sheet, for the Year ending June 30, 1861." Cr. 
. .£262,500 9 0 












































£16,217 11 1 


To Proprietors capital, viz.:— | By Permanentinvestment. . . . . . + « - 
20,000 Ashares(£l0each) . . . . . . £200,000 0 0 Sundrydebtors . . . . . . 1. 1s ee ew wl we 18,645 14 4] 
10,000 new Bditto(£l paid) . . . . . 10,000 0 @ DR. 6 + = € 0 & 6: @ *@ « = #¢ eo @ «. - Dee 

— —£210,000 0 0 Ms cw c eet worrpbevsoeces ae 
Received on account of £1 call, due Ist proximo, on new B | 
ee sae ws Ce te ee On 6 Gua ot we er ee 
New B share loan account = £9,828 0 0 
Konds aud debentures. . . . ... 6. 39,500 0 0 | 
aah tet 49,328 0 0 
 . a a a ae ll | 
Unclaimed dividends . . . . . . 1. 1 ew ew ee 54019 0 
POS « 6 «ke ae Se So ot we eS se ae . | 
£288,825 4 5 £288,825 4 5/| 
Dr. Capital Statement, June 30, 1861. Cr. | { 
To Amount expended to June 30,1860 . . . . . . «. « . £279,651 3 4 | By Share capital, instalments on shares forfeited, interest on calls, | 
Ditto expended from July 1, 1860, to June 30, 1861, viz.:— | Belmont estate, &c., to June 30,1860 . . . . . . . .£233,532 7 10) 
Works extension on freeholdland. . . . £443 210 | Amount received on new B shares, on account of call, due Ist | 
Ditto on leasehold ditto. . ....,.. 3,236 15 0 DE Salo a eo Vee ea ° (i ‘ 6,463 0 0 
Main-pipes, £1540. 14s. 5d.; laying, £699. | Loans at this date . et. 6 e— * «es & 4 49,528 0 0 
Mt sto a ee | SO | 
Service-pipes, £164. 1s.; laying, £205. 14s. 10d. 370 15 10 j | 
MOI OONES . 6 2 0 2 6% © 315 611 | | 
Meters, £1176. 5s. 6d.; fixing, £36. 17s, . 1,213 2 6 | | 
Lamp-posts and lamps, £167.2s.; implements 
and apparatus, £40.4s. . . 2. 1. . 207 6 0 | 
—_——._ 8,026 18 7 | 7 
Be «ce eee wo %* 1,645 511 
£289,323 7 10 £289,323 7 10 | 
Dr. Revenue Statement, June 30, 1861. Cr. | 
wee, 5 « 2s * . . ‘ , 22 a ee ee oe £63,495 14 9 
Wages, gas-making. ae a ee a ee ee ee ee | lle Meterrental. . . . 2 © © © © © « 1,899 16 3 
co ee ee eee ee ee ee ee 1,143 14 6 —_————_ £65,395 11 0 
EGE. 5 Boise se st eo evn seen es 20 » Bes OP se ew ce oe en wanwm se so 0 eee Ss 1} 
Restoring pipes and meters . eee we oa 4 983 7 7 ne ae ee 1,192 14 8 | 
ee ee 1,070 19 8 cs s+ ee ee 6 ee KE HO 1,308 15 7 1 
Repairing lamps. . , .... ee . ° 290 11 2 Gastiquer. . 1. 2+ © s+ s © © we © 6 248 17 1 1} 
Direction, salaries, and collection . . . . . .. - ‘ 4,684 6 0 ————_- 6,189 4 6 
ne hepa ee 861 0 6 | j 
Stationery and printing . . . . 1. 1. 1. © wee 226 16 3 1) 
i ee ae ee ee 410 6 6 i} 
Profit and loss (trade profits for the year, to June 30,1861) . . 22,21513 1 | 
£71,584 15 6 £71,584 15 6 
Dr. Profit and Loss Statement, June 30, 1861. Cr. | 


Tolnterest . . © 0 « © © © © © © © © © «© ce lf lf 62,500 19 5 | By Balance from June 30,1860 . ...... 
09! Iess dividend (declared November, 1860), 








ee ee ee ee eee a ae 398 
Parliamentary expenses, and other contingencies , ein 695 16 0 and income-tax . . . 9,744 1 1 | 
First half year’s dividend (declared May last), and —— £6,473 19 3)! 
Re, 6 kc ek eK ee 6 tll ER OT Revenue (trade profits of year, to June 30,1861), . . . . . 22,215 13 1) | 
ee ee ee 5,250 0 | 
——— 15,102 8 7 | | 
ee a a ae a a a a ee er ee 
! 





£28,689 3 1 £28,089 3 1! 
The CuarrMAn said: Gentlemen, I have really very little to say to you, | with our siding, which would give us additional means of receiving large |! 
except to remind you that, when we take into our notice the peculiar cir- | supplies of coal. With respect to the share capital, a call of £1 on! | 
cumstances of the past year, the accounts, after all, though they do not show | the new “B” shares became payable in July last; and, in all proba- | | 
a profit of 9 per cent. as before, are yet satisfactory, especially when we con- bility, we shall have to come upon you again for a similar amount in 
sider the extraordinary winter through which we have passed. Bearin a short period. However, I do not think that circumstance will occa-| | 
mind that that winter, from the indifferent quality of the coal we have been | sion you any regret. (Cries of “Certainly not.”) I can only assure you || 
obliged to use, has positively cost this company more than the 1 per cent. | that we shall endeavour to come upon you as seldom as possible. Our || 
difference between the dividend this year and last, so that, after all,if we | effort will be to preserve as much as possible of the share capital, and leave 
had had an ordinary winter, we should have made steady progress towards | itin your hands. Three directors retire on the present occasion, and offer 
the 10 per cent., with which all of you must be content. Looking, therefore, | themselves for re-election. I can only add, in conclusion, that I shall be 
at all the circumstances of the case, instead of feeling any misgiving about | happy to answer any question that may be put to me; and I now move! 
realizing what we have all through looked forward to, on the contrary we | that the directors report and the statement of accounts, now before the || 
ought to feel that we are a step nearer towards that object. With respect | meeting, be received and adopted. || 
to the works, they could not be in a better state than they now are. We | Mr. Epwarps (the deputy-chairman of the company) seconded the’! 
have erected, at a considerable cost, one of the finest gasholders that could | motion. | 
be made: not so large as to produce any kind of danger as to its not work- Mr. G. Coorer Russe. said, he trusted that the shareholders would have | | 
ing properly, and yet quite large enough to combine economy with capacity | no objection to pay the calls as rapidly as they were made. He also hoped | | 
for storeage. All this is ready for the coming winter; in fact, in the course | that the works would extend at such arate as would necessitate other) 
of a fortnight, the gasholder will be in action. It will enable us the more | calls. It was very desirable, if the company went on prospering, that the 
carefully to blend the different qualities of gas so as to preserve such a | calls should be made as rapidly as possible. There was considerable feeling | 
uniform strength of illuminating power as must prove satisfactory even to | in the public mind with regard to such large dividends as that company | 
| 


! 


the most captious observer of this company. That in itself will be a very | were paying; and, as it was very likely that in a short time they would be 
great object gained; but, besides that, we shall have storeage for consider- paying 10 per cent., he thought it desirable that the working capital should 
ably more than a day’s consumption. That is much larger than any other | be increased. (A laugh.) Gentlemen might laugh, but it was not a laugh- 
company in the metropolis has; and, in fact, the amount of storeage we shall | ing matter. In his opinion, it was far better to pay a moderate dividend on 
possess within a month, we will say, from this time, will be sufficient to | a large capital than a very large dividend on a small one. He hoped the | 
meet our requirements, taking into account the progressive increase of con- | time would come when the company would be free from all debenture debt, 
sumption for the next ten years; and it will not find us at the termination | so as to stand on share capital alone. The matter was well worthy the || 
of that period in a position of greater difficulty than we were before we | attention of the directors. | 
| 
i 


commenced the construction of this gasholder. Since we last had the The Cuatrman: The subject shall receive every attention. 
oeave of meeting here, we have had a siding commenced from the Great 
Western Railway to our works. It is not yet completed. We have been 
urging the company to lay the narrow gauge parallel with our own siding. 
The narrow gauge is completed along the entire line of the Great Western; 
and all we want is, that a few yards of narrow gauge should be laid parallel 


Mr. Russe: Perhaps you could inform the proprietors when another 
| call is likely to be made? It would give an improved value to the shares; | | 
and, if the calls were expected to fall due at certain periods, people would | | 
know how to calculate their payments. 
Mr. BricKweELt said, he did not think the directors wanted any prompt- | 
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ing in laying out money. They were far more likely to err in an opposite 
direction. He was acquainted with the gas manufacture; and, when the 
chairman informed the meeting that they had a holder capable of storing 
gas for more than twenty-four hours, it was rather questionable whether 
that was altogether good policy. A provision for ten years was anticipating 
more than was warranted, taking into account the usual practice of gas 
companies. He greatly questioned the judicious character of the step. 

A Proprietor: Perhaps you have not taken into consideration the 
extent of the district? 

he CHArRMAN: The best answer I can give to my worthy friend is that 
the quantity we have hitherto been able to store was altogether short of 
our requirements. It was necessary for us to make another gasholder; and 
then the question arose what size we should make it; and we considered it 
much better to anticipate our future wants by a little exceeding the mar- 
gin, than to erect a small one and then to have to put up another ina few 

ears, 

Several Proprietors: Not a doubt about it. 

The CuatrMAN: With regard to the calls upon the B shares, you must 
remember that you can borrow the money at a less cost than the dividend 
declared upon the shares. To enable us to make upa back dividend for 
past years, it is rather to our advantage to have as large a dividend as pos- 
sible. And, of course, it will be advantageous to the shareholders if you 
can borrow the money at a less cost than by creating other share capital. 

Mr. E. T. E. Bestey said that there was only one matter in which he had 
the least difficulty or hesitation, though even upon that, he had no doubt, 
the chairman would be enabled to give a satisfactory explanation. He 
thought it would be very desirable that some explanation should be given 
with respect to the expenditure on the leasehold land, and also as to the 

sition of the company as between the leasehold and freehold property. 

Yo doubt, many proprietors had noticed that the London Gaslight Company 
was making very large rests in order to meet unfortunate speculations in 
past years with respect to leasehold properties. Of course, it was impossible 
for gas companies in all cases to obtain freehold land; but it was very 
desirable that, as far as practicable, the outlay should be made upon the 
freehold property. 

The CHAIRMAN said it had been found necessary to get more land for the 
purposes of the company. The ground on which they commenced opera- 
tions was found altogether insufficient to permit the extension of the works. 
Some adjacent land being in the market, the directors were anxious to pur- 
chase the freehold. They found, however, that the position of the family 
to which it belonged was such that they could not part with the freehold. 
They had only power to lease it; and, accordingly, the company had 
obtained a lease of ninety-nine years, at a rental of £15 per acre. Now, 
had they bought the land, they must have paid £1000 per acre, the interest 
of which, at 5 per cent., would be £50. There was no great difficulty, 
therefore, in seeing that the terms were very advantageous. True, the lease 
was for only ninety-nine years; but, that was rather a long period to look 
forward to, and the company might feel very safe. He could’only say that 
on leaseholds of ninety-nine years, very valuable property was constantly 
being erected in the neighbourhood of London, and even on leaseholds of 
much shorter duration. He trusted this explanation was a satisfactory one. 

Several Proprierors: Quite satisfactory. 

A Proprietor: What amount has been expended in buildings, on the 
freehold and leasehold property? . . . 

The SecreTary: £443 upon the freehold, and £3236 on the leasehold 
since June, 1860. ‘ 

The Cuatrman: The gasholder, which has been erected at a cost of 
nearly £12,000, has been built upon the leasehold property. 

Mr. Box said he was glad to vn the explanation which had just been 
given. A gentleman near him (Mr. Russell), hud made some remarks 
adverse to the size of the gasholder. ‘That gentleman had said he was 
acquainted with gas matters. He (Mr. Box) could hardly have thought he 
was acquainted with such matters, or he would not have objected to a 
little extra expenditure upon an article which was certain to be in con- 
stant and increasing operation. If he remembered aright, the gasholder 
would store more than double the quantity of gas than they had been able 
to store hitherto. 

The CHartrMAn: That is so. 

Mr. Box said he was very glad to hear that. He was a director in 
another gas company, and could testify to the very great inconvenience 
they had experienced, in bye-gone days, for want of sufficient storeage- 
room for gas. Fortunately, the “ Western” was not likely to suffer on that 
account. He should have been glad if the gasholder had been built upon 
freehold land; but, a lease of ninety-nine years was very much better than 
many London gas companies had been able to obtain under similar circum- 
stances, But there was another circumstance to be taken into account. 
The company had paid very inuch more for coals this year than last. They 
had used 595 tons this half year more than they used in the corresponding 
half of last year, at an increased cost of 1s. 94d. per ton. That was an 
additional expense of £1094. 5s. 8d. But the great point was, whether 
the working of the company had been satisfactory or not. He was con- 
vinced that very much care, attention, and assiduity had been bestowed 
upon the works by the engineer of the company. The rental had increased, 
as compared with the corresponding half year. It would have been some- 
thing to know that there had been no decrease; but, the fact of there being 
so large an increase showed that the engineer had given very considerable 
attention to his duties. Another circumstance greatly to the credit of the 
engineer was, the fact that the per centage of unaccounted-for gas in this 
company was very much less than in any othe: metropolitan company. 
There was the trifling increase this half year of a quarter per cent; but, 
altogether, it was under 7 per cent., and, he believed, it would be less 
during the next six months. He had given great attention to the report, 
and had made a careful analysis of the working for the last half year, com- 
paring it with that of the corresponding period of 1860, and the result was, 
that very great credit appeared to him to be reflected upon the engineer 
and the personsemployed under him. Perhaps the chairman would inform 
the meeting, whether the company held any property for a less term than 
ninety-nine years? 

The CHatrmMan: We have no other leasehold property at all. The rest 
is freehold. I may also mention that there is a certain portion of the free- 
hold property which we propose to turn to valuable account as building 


| land, when we have the opportunity. 


A Proprietor: Do you intend re-leasing any of the leasehold property ? 

The CHAIRMAN: No; but there is a portion of the freehold land, sepa- 
rated from the works by a road, which will be available for building pur- 
poses hereafter, and will be turned to a beneficial account. 


A Proprietor: Have you sufficient storeage for coals? 
The CHarrman: No; and we may want to erect additional coal-stores: 
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After what has passed, I presume this will be very gratefully hailed by the 


“B ” shareholders, as enabling us to niake another call upon them. 

A Proprietor: Will the anticipated call of £1 go to that object? 

The Cuarrman: I really cannot say to what particular purpose the call 
will be devoted. 

Mr. Box: It is as essential to have good storeage-room for coal as for 
gas. Iam glad to see that the directors are alive to this circumstance, 
and that they need no great pressing upon these points. 

The Cuairman: I assure you they have our weekly attention. There 
is no account we look at more carefully than the coal account. 

Mr. Box: I think that the remarks which have been called forth sub- 
stantiate the report. I felt it my duty to go into the question carefully, 
and with what result I have told you. 

The CHaArrMAN said, he was much obliged to Mr. Box for the pains he 
had taken on the subject. It would always be satisfactory to the directors 
to know that the shareholders narrowly examined the accounts. 

Mr. G. C. RussELu: Will you allow the shareholders to have the option 
of prepaying the calls, and vote them interest? Some persons object to 
purchase shares on which all the calls have not been made. There could 
be no objection to allow shareholders to prepay, and give them 4 per cent. 

The Secretary: That depends on the amount of borrowing powers. 
Our powers are at present fully exercised. Every call, however, takes off, 
so to speak, £1000 from the borrowed capital, and opens up another £1000. 

The report and statements of account were then unanimously adopted. 

The CuairMAN moved—“ That a dividend (free of income-tax) be de- 
clared, at the rate of 8s. per ‘A? share, and 94d. per new ‘B’ share, from 
the profits made in the Pager ended the 30th of June, 1861; and, towards 
making up past dividends of less than 10 per cent., 1s. per ‘A’ share, and 
14d. per new ‘ B’ share, from the profits previously earned and reserved.” 

Mr. StroveE seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

The retiring directors were then reappointed seriatim, and without 
opposition. 

A Proprirtor: Have the whole of the calls been responded to? 

The Cuairman: Oh, ves. , 

Mr. G. C. Russet: Before we separate, I think the proprietors will 
concur in supporting a cordial vote of thanks to the directors, for the very 
able manner in which they have conducted the affairs of the company during 
the past year. This is the first meeting I have had the pleasure of attending, 
though I have been a shareholder for a considerable time; but I am more 
than ever convinced of the value of the services rendered to this company 
by the board. 

Mr. Howe tt seconded the motion, which was unanimously agreed to. 

The Cuatrman: Gentlemen, I beg to return you the thanks of the 
directors for the mark of confidence you have just giventhem. Itis a 
source of very great pride and satisfaction to us, to be successful in serving 
the interests of the company; and, apart from the question of dividends, it 
is a matter of great ambition to us to obtain the approbation of the share- 
holders. The exertions we have made to do so will, I assure you, not be 
relaxed; and I trust the time is not so far distant when we shall be enabled 
to recommend the much-talked-of 10 per cent. dividend. 

On the motion of Mr. Box, cameos ter Mr. LeweEr, a vote of thanks was 
passed to the secretary (Mr. S. Barber) and the engineer (Mr. Pritchard.) 

A similar vote was also passed to the auditors, on the motion of Mr. 
BrICcKWELL 

These resolutions having been severally acknowledged, 

Mr. Box inquired if there would be any difficulty in making the dividend 
payable on the day of meeting, according toa custom becoming rather 
popular amongst public companies? 

The CuairMaN said that the directors could not order the dividends to 
be paid without the sanction of the méeting; but there should be as little 
delay as possible. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
City Court or SEWERS, GUILDHALL, TuEsDAy, NovEMBER 5. 


At the usual Weekly Meeting. of the Commissioners, held this day— 
Deputy. CuxisTi£ in the chair, 
Dr. ABRAHAM presented the following petition :— 


To the Honourable the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London. 

The respectful petition of the ratepayers of the parish of St. Botolph without 
Bishopsgate, 
Showeth— ; Jin Fee 

That the Great Central Gas Company was originally established for the pur- 
pose of protecting the gas consumers of the City of London from the former exorbi- 
tant charges of the other companies. 

That, by the Act under which the Great Central is incorporated, that company is 
precluded from demanding or receiving more than 4s. per 1000 cubic feet of gas. 

That the said Act of Parliament was obtained, with the sanction and consent of 
your honourable court, upon the faith of the provision last before mentioned. 

That the combination of the Great Central Gas Company, to raise the price of gas 
to 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, is a violation of good faith with the gas consumers of 
this City, and with your honourable court, and wholly without jusitfication. 

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully pray your honourable court, not to 
enter into any contract with the Great Central Gas Company for public lighting, 
until the notice issued by that company, to raise the price of gas to 4s. 6d. per 1000 
feet, has been unconditionally withdrawn, 

On the motion of Dr. ABRAHAM, it was resolved, that the consideration 
of the prayer of the petition be adjourned until after the discussion of a 
motion to the same effect, of which notice was given by the honourable 
member at the last court. 

Dr. ABRAHAM, in submitting his motion, said the notice which he had 
given with respect to the Metropolis Gas Act was one, as he conceived, of 
very considerable importance to the court, because it was with this com- 
mission that the contract was first entered into by the Great Central Com- 
pany for the supply of gas to the City. The company made application, 
by petition, to be allowed to lay down pipes in the streets, on certain con- 
ditions, one of which conditions was, that, under no circumstances, should 
they charge more than 4s. per 1000 feet for gas. It was quite true that, at 
that time, they were only agreed to supply gas of the illuminating power of| 
twelve wax candles; and it was equally true that, under the Metropolis 
Gas Act, they would be obliged to supply it of equal illuminating power to 
twelve sperm candles, which was about 14 per cent. higher than the former. 
He did not wish to suppress anything; though, he must say, he had been 
rather roughly handled by the gas undertakers beyond those walls. The 
advocates of the Great Central Company did not come to that court, and 
state in his presence the things which they ventured to say of him in his 
absence. He had never made a single statement, with regard to the Act of 
Parliament, which the Act itself did not bear him out in. He might have 
offered opinions; but, as to making intentional or wilful misrepresentations, 
with regard to the Act—he denied that he had ever done anything of the 
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‘kind. The Act was, of itself, sufficiently outrageous, and of a sufficiently 


extraordinary character, to render it totally unnecessary for any man, who 
desired to show that it was a piece of legislation which ought never to have 
been passed, to do more than to describe it exactly as it was. He would 
refer to two or three points of that Act, to which he had not as yet referred. 
[A communication was made to the honourable member, to the effect that 
several commissioners would have to leave the court directly, and that it 
would be better to move the adjournment of the discussion.] He was now 
asked to postpone going into the matter; but he felt rather alarmed at the 
proposal, inasmuch as he had heard there would be no court next Tuesday. 
At the same time, the magnitude and importance of the subject were such, 
that he should regret having brought it forward at this meeting, if the 
honourable members could not remain, and properly discuss the motion. 
He thought, however, he had shown sufficient grounds for the court to consent 
to notices being given of an intention to proceed, in the next session of Par- 
liament, for a bill to amend the Metropolis Gas Act. If the court would 
now agree to adopt that course, he would willingly postpone the discussion 
on his motion. He felt perfectly confident that, without fresh legislation, 
the citizens of London would never again be put in a right position with 
regard to the supply of gas. Whether, after a more full consideration of 
the subject, the court would entertain the same opinion, he could not say; 
but, at all events, he hoped they would instruct the City Solicitor to give 
the requisite notices. This would afford the opportunity for fully considering 
what was best to be done; and, if that was the feeling of the court, he 
would refrain from making further observations on this occasion. 

Mr. De Jersey — the court would assent to the proposition of his 
honourable friend. The question involved in the notice of motion was a 
very important one to the public, and it would be much to be regretted 
that the observations of his honourable friend upon it should be addressed 
to empty benches. He knew that four or five members of the court must 
leave directly; and, to decide so great a question by the few remaining, 
would be very unsatisfactory. He thought it was a question which cer- 
tainly deserved a special court for its consideration; and he recommended 
that the commissioners should be summoned for the purpose on the following 
Tuesday. In the mean time, the court might consent to give instructions 
for the necessary notices. That course would involve them in no difficulty 
whatever; because the notices could be withdrawn at avy moment, and 
they need not be followed up unless the court thought proper. He hoped 
the whole question would be thoroughly ventilated in a full court. It was 
felt by the citizens, to be a matter of great importance to them; and, to 
take it up and argue it now, would not be the way to do it ample justice. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said he would at once move—‘“ That the solicitor be in- 
structed to give the necessary notices for the introduction of a bill into 
Parliament, to amend the Metropolis Gas Act.” 

Alderman Paiviprs asked whether it was competent for the honourable 
member to withdraw a motion of which he had given notice, and introduce 
another, of which no notice had been given? 

Deputy Bower said it could be done, with the consent of the court. 

Alderman Puiuirps said he should like the chairman’s ruling on the 
ops He begged to say, that he was no partisan in the matter, and that 

e had no interest in it but what was common to all. 

Mr. De Jersey said the honourable member (Dr. Abraham) was not de- 
sirous of withdrawing one motion, and substituting another. He reserved 
to himself the right to go on at a future meeting with the question of the 
public lighting contracts; and the only point was, whether he had the 
right now to move that instructions should be given to the solicitor. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said he was quite ready to go on; he had not suggested 
the postponement for his own convenience. 

a Harrison, and other members, urged the propriety of a special 
~~ or the consideration of both questions. 

he Ci1A1RMAN said there were inconveniences attending the adoption of 
Dr. Abrabam's suggestion, and he would strongly advise the court to have 
a special day for the consideration of these questions. He wished to inform 
them that, on the previous day, the law, parliamentary, and City courts 
committee of the common council, to whom the same subject was referred, 
with instructions to confer with this commission, held a special meeting, at 
which ang 4 resolved to defer the consideration of the propriety of an appli- 
cation to Parliament until they should have had the opportunity of inviting 
the directors of the gas companies to a conference, to see whether some 
arrangement could not be made, to avoid the necessity of such a course. 
He himself moved that resolution, because he felt the matter was a very 
serious one, and that it would be better to seek the object they had in view by 
a conference with the companies, and thus avoid the risk and expense of a 
parliamentary contest. The committee agreed with him, and they had 
convened a meeting for Thursday, for the purpose of consulting with the 
special committee of this court upon the subject. Under those circum- 
stances, the most convenient course would be to defer the consideration of 
both questions till next week. 

After some further conversation, it was agreed, on the motion of Mr. DE 
Jersey, seconded by Deputy WuiTEs1pE, that the court should be speciall 
convened for Tuesday next, and that the discussion of both of Dr. Abraham's 
propositions should be deferred until that day. 


Tuespay, Noy. 12. 
At the Meeting of the Commissioners this day, a report was presented 
from the special committee appointed to consider the question of the supply 
of gas, to the following effect :— 


To the Honourable the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London. 

We whose hands are hereunto subscribed, your committee appointed on the 17th 
day of September last to consider the matter with special reference to the provisions of 
the Great Central Company’s Act, 1851, and the letter dated the 2nd of September, 
1861, signed by the chairmen of the three City gas companies, giving notice to the 
gas consumers of the City that, on and after Michaelmas next, the charge would be 
at the rate of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet for the ordinary coal-gas, and likewise to consider 
whether the interests of the gas consumers are sufficiently protected by the Metro- 
polis Gas Act ; and if not, whether it would be desirable to apply to Parliament for 
more efficient means to remedy —- as to the quality and purity of the gas 
supplied, and for authority to test the illuminating power and purity of the gas at 
the places of consumption, instead of 1000 yards from the works—beg to report to 
your honourable court that we have carefully considered the provisions of the said 
Act, and have had the advantage of a conference with the law, parliamentary, and 
City courts committee of the Court of Common Council thereon, to whom the matter 
had been referred by the corporation. That committee suggested a conference with 
three of the gas companies supplying the City of London with gas, and requested 
our attendance thereat. We acquiesced in this, considering that it might lead to 
some arrangement of the question at issue. On the 11th inst., accordingly, the two 
committees met together, and were attended by R. A. Gray, Esq., the chairman of 
the City Gas Company; the Hon. Howe Browne, yey yt and Captain 
Giffard, on behalf of the Chartered Gas Company; and by Alderman Dakin, Mr. 
Deputy Virtue, Mr. Warren, and Mr. Rowe, on behalf of the Great Central Gas 
Com ° 
The question was put to those gentlemen—First, Whether, if the corporation were 





to introduce a bill into Parliament to exempt the City of London from the Act of 


1860, the companies would oppose it? To this the representatives of the Chartered 
and City Gas Companies replied that they should nly feel it their duty to oppose 
any such bill. Mr. Aldermar Dakin, on behalf of the Great Central Company, said 
he was not in a condition to give a decided answer to the question at the present 


moment. 

The question was then put to them—Secondly, Are you pre to withdraw 
rome —_ to increase the price to 4s. 6d.? To this they all replied that they could 
nol . 

The next question was—Thirdly, Will you consent to the testing being made 
within the = of London, and not demand that the testing be made at 1000 yards 
from the works! The representatives of the City and Great Central Companies 
cordially assented to do so, and the directors of the Chartered Gas Company stated 
that their testing-place was already in Coleman Street. 

The question was then put to them—Fourthly. Assumiug that the advanced price 
were conceded, will you agree to abandon the power to district the City? The 
deputation stated that, as such proceedings could not be taken until August, 1863, 
they were not in a situation to answer the question, which they thought premature. 

We had subsequently placed before us, by the gentlemen who attended on behalf of 
the City and Great Central Companies, the following propositions, and stating that, 
although the deputy-governor and directors of the Chartered Gas Company had left, 
and in their absence they could not state their acquiescence, yet they had every 
reason to believe that they would cordially coincide in them, namely :— 

lst. The companies will undertake, for five years to come, not to charge a higher 
price than 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet. 

— i will undertake not to charge any rent for the use of meters during the 
ne period, 

ord They will undertake that no cannel gas shall be used for the like period, 
except by a special contract with the ep consuming it. 

These facts we lay before the court for their consideration. 

Upon the motion of Deputy Harrison, seconded by Dr. Ross, the report 
was received, and ordered to be entered on the minutes. 

The CuatrMAN then called upon Dr. Abraham to propose the motion of 
which he had given notice—viz., “ That this commission do not enter into 
any contract with the Great Central Gas Company for public lighting until 
the notice issued by that company to raise the price of gas to 4s. 6d. per 
1000 feet has been unconditionally withdrawn.” 

Dr. ABRAHAM said that, in consequence of an opinion expressed to him 
and to the chairman by Mr. C. Pearson, the City solicitor, he had to ask 
the leave of the court to withdraw the motion. He expressed his regret 
that reasons had been given, which he should not, however, deem it neces- 
sary to state to the court, that the motion could not, if agreed to, practi- 
cally be carried out. 

After some conversation on the point, Mr. Charles Pearson, who was pre- 
sent, was requested to state the grounds upon which his opinion was based. 

Mr. CHARLEs Pearson said: Mr. Chairman, you have exactly described 
the circumstances which took place when my attention was called to the 
notice of motion by Dr. Abraham. My first impression was, that in the 
Sewers Act the clause was what we denominate “ directory,” and that this 
resolution might be put and carried out; but, when you told me I should 
be called on to-day to advise you, I felt it my duty to consider the subject 
more maturely, and, as is customary with me on such occasions, I resorted 
to my special pleader, and with him examined all the cases which appeared 
to bear upon the question. I now give you ~~ deliberate opinion. My 
opinion is that, inasmuch as this resolution would only declare the present 
intentions of the court in regard to a future event, there would be no ille- 
gality in your putting the resolution; because, between the present time 
and the time when the event arises, you might change your intention. 
Therefore, there would be no illegality in coming to an abstract resolution 
of this kind. But, my opinion is, that you would embarrass yourselves most 
materially, when you came to the question of contracts, by having upon 
your book such a resolution, and on this ground:—In the 36th section of 
your Act, it says: “ Before any contract or account, amounting to two 
hundred pounds and upwards, shall be entered into, ten days notice, at the 
least, shall be given, in two London daily papers, expressing the object and 
purpose of such contract, in order that any person willing to undertake the 
same may make proposals for such a purpose.” Now, sir, the cases all 
show that, though this is directory, it is an obligation which the court 
would be bound to obey, and that you would be liable toindictment for not 
obeying this direction. There is nothing in this Act which says you shall 
take the lowest tender; and, in my judgment, this court, when the day 
shall arrive, would be perfectly justifiable, in the exercise of their discre- 
tion, in rejecting a tender that might be the lowest tender; and, although 
the other companies were not to tender, you might fall back on the 22nd 
and 36th clauses of the Metropolis Gas Act, and compel the other compa- 
nies to supply gas to the public lights, upon the conditions and at the price 
specified in the Act. But it appears to me that the court would be ex- 
pected to exercise a discretion with respect to the question which is pro- 
perly within their jurisdiction—that is, with reference to the funds to be 
administered by them for the purpose of lighting the streets, for the benefit 
of the resident and transient population; and, if they declare that they 
reject any particular tender, not on account of price, or on account of any 
objection to the mode of lighting, but in order to cverce a company into 
any course of action, or to punish them for any delinquency, it would not 
be in my judgment, an exercise of the power vested in them. Therefore, 
it would be most undesirable that this court should pass a resolution now, 
in reference to something in the future, which might be brought in proof 
that they had not exercised a sound discretion upon the matter before 
them, and that their decision was founded upon that which ought not to 
enter into their consideration at the time they would have to decide. We 
can all fancy various circumstances which might render it extremely un- 
desirable for the court, upon an important question like the public lighting, 
to accept the lowest tender. They are not bound to take the lowest 
tender; but, in my judgment, it would be most unwise to refuse to do so, 
upon any other grounds than those which are within their jurisdiction. 

Leave was given to Dr. Abraham to withdraw his motion. 

The AsstsTant-CLERK then read a petition from the vestry of the parish 
of St. Botolph Without, Bishopsgate, which was presented at the last court, 
signed by a large number of persons, and which set out that the Great 
Central Company was originally established to protect the citizens from the 
gas companies then in existence, and that under their Act that company 
was precluded from charging more than 48. per 1000 feet. The memorialists 
expressed their opinion that the combination of that company with the 
Chartered and the City Gas Companies, to raise the price to 4s. 6d., was a 
violation of good faith with the gas consumers of the City, and in their 
opinion wholly without justitication. In conclusion, they asked the court 
not to enter into any further contract for public lighting with the Great 
Central Company, until the notice issued by them had been unconditionally 
withdrawn. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said he was desirous of saving the time of the court 
and he should merely move that the petition be referred to the special 
committee appointed to consider the question of gas supply for the City. 
In doing this, however, he must allude toa remark made by Mr. Alder- 
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Bishopsgate in respect of the assessment of the Great Central Company’s 


stating that they had made exorbitant charges in this respect. In answer 


pointed to consider the subject, to which committee authority was given to 
take such professional advice as they might deem requisite. 


of those gentlemen, the assessments were adopted of which the company 
comp'ained. 
was tried before the Recorder, the result being that the company were 
successful. The vestry agreed that the decision in that case shonld settle 
the question as between them and the Great Central Company, but the 
latter were not bound to accept that solution. He thought the vestry had 
acted with great fairness and good feeling, and were not open to the obser- 
vations which had been made in respect to the course which they adopted. 

Alderman Dakin said he referred to the matter at a previous meeting 
only for the purpose of showing that, while the parish strenuously upheld 
what they considered their legal rights, they complained when the gas 
company adopted a similar course. 

The motion, having been seconded by Deputy Jones, was put and carried: 

Dr. ABRAHAM then moved—* That the Remembrancer be instructed to 
give the necessary parliamentary notices, that application will be made to 
Parliament by this commission for leave to introduce in the next session 
a bill to amend the Metropolis Gas Act; or, to exempt the City of London 
from its operation.” He said that this motion would raise the entire ques- 
tion, and that he would show that the court was perfectly justified in 
applying to Parliament for a bill to amend the Metropolis Gas Bill, or in 
endeavouring to obtain exemption from its powers altogether. He never 
saw an Act of Parliament so one-sided, and so completely favourable to the 
gas companies as the Gas Act just passed. It gave them the power of 
monopoly in the supply of gas in particular districts, and it gave the public 
little or ;no check upon the companies’ proceedings. It had been said by 
the chairman of the Great Central Company, that the pains and penalties 
imposed upon the gas companies were formidable; that it was, in point of 


complain. ‘The worthy alderman had said, more than once, that the Secre- 
tary of State had the power to annihilate a company. But where was this 
stated in the Act? 


State to arrange the districts. Suppose the Secretary of State should have 
reliable evidence that a company had not performed its duty, and was in- 


company. 

Alderman Dakin: Hear, hear! 

Dr. ABRAHAM: That was not a penal clause. The consumers were now 
thrown upon one company for the supply of their gas; and, in the event of 
that company not doing its duty, then the Secretary of State had power to 
interfere. He asked, what induced the commission, eleven years ago, when 
they admitted the Great Central Company into the City, to do as they did? 
It was then considered that an exorbitant price was charged for the gas, 
and they supported the Great Central, not to annihilate the other com- 
panies, but to establish a wholesome and proper competition in the gas 
‘supply. Since the last court, there had been another meeting of the Great 
Central Company; and, from what took place at this meeting, it was clear 
that the company was not in so bad a state as one would imagine. It was 
not their poverty exactly that had urged and forced them to confederate 
with the other companies, for they not only divided 6 per cent., but they had 
enough to pay 11 per cent., for they put by £5000 to a reserve-fund in addi- 
|tion, to meet the expenses entailed upon them by the Wood Street fire. He 
gathered from the chairman’s own statement that, from the moment of their 
establishment up to the present time, their dividends averaged £6. 16s. per 
cent. This, he thought, was not so bad. But then it was said, this was a 
perilous undertaking, and they were entitled to their L0 percent. He would 
ask, were there no other perilous undertakings besides gas companies? 
Why, there was £500,000,000 of money invested in railways at the present 
moment, and how many companies were there which paid the shareholders 
5 per cent.? Then, again, let them look at the telegraph companies. Were 
these not perilous undertakings? Most undoubtedly they were. Mr. 
Alderman Dakin, in his speech to the shareholders of the Great Central 
Company, said that the 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet could not be lowered until they 
had got their 10 per cent., until they had got six years back dividends, and 
until they had got their reserve-fund of £20,000. What didhe add? “And 
a8 soon as you have done that, no one will be delighted more than your 
directors to reduce the price of gas from 4s. 6d. to 4s.” But then a friend 
put an inconvenient question. They had called up additional capital, 
amounting to £17,000, and the question was asked, whether the Wood 
Strect fire loss was to be paid out of that capital? The answer was, 
that it was not, but was to come out of the revenue; so that £30,000, the 
amount of the loss by the fire in Wood Street, must be added to the other 
things stated by the alderman before the price of gas would be reduced, 
Now, what was the state of things? They wanted to make £20,000 for the 
reserve-fund; £30,000 for the loss by the fire; and also to make up the 
back dividends £20,000 or £25,000. So that £70,000 was required by them 
before the gas was to be reduced to its former price. He said that this 
securing to the companies 10 per cent., through good management, bad 
management, or without any management at ai!, was an instrument by 
which they could get the price of gas raised even beyond 4s. 6d. In proof 
of his argument, he cited the 41st clause of the Metropolis Gas Act. Upon 
this part of the subject, he said he had been a good deal contradicted by 
Alderman Dakin and another person, whose name he would not mention, 
and they charged him with wilful misrepresentation, whereas the misrepre- 
sentation was all their own. He (Dr. Abraham) asserted that the com- 
panies had power to raise the price beyond 4s. 6d., but he was answered 
directly that they could not do so without the authority of the Secretary of 
State. It was nothing of the sort. The truth was, the worthy alderman 
had not read the clause, but had relied upon the marginal reading, which 
was an error. After referring, at some length, to the provisions of the Act, 
and recapitulating many of his former arguments, the honourable member 
proceeded to express his strong disapproval of the conduct of the Great 
Central Company for the part they had taken in this matter, and he said 
that the Act was one of the most unjust pieces of legislation that had ever 
passed the House ofCommons. He reminded the commissioners that that court 
had not been able to offer any opposition to the proceedings which were 
being taken in Parliament in reference to the bill, and he expressed 
his opinion that the interests of the City had not been represented 
in the House of Commons as they should have been, or the bill 
would never have passed. He said that the chairman of the Great 
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done his duty to the citizens in this matter. He would admit that when! 

eg 9 in two situations, and the duties were antagonistic one to | 
the other, that he was placed in a difficult position; but he could not help, 
saying, and he was speaking of him as a commissioner of sewers, that it 
was the duty of the alderman to have come to that commission and told | 





going to do respecting this measure, and should have advised them to try || 
and get the City exempted from the operations of the Act, about which | | 


in the neighbourhood of London had succeeded in getting themselves so | 
It was all very well for the gas companies to say they were | 
only obeying the law. They were hugging the Act of Parliament too 
closely. They had said, “If you attempt to get the City exempted from | 
the operations of the Act, we will oppose you.” His complaint against the 
Great Central Company was that they came into the City eleven years ago, 
and petitioned for permission to Jay down mains in the City, and they told | 
the commission that they would supply the citizens with gas at 4s. per 
1000 feet as the maximum price—nay, that they would do more, that! | 
they would even reduce it, in course of time, to 3s. 6d., and to 
3s.; and that they would not seek any legislative power to make! 
a reserve-fund until the price of the gas was reduced to 3s. per 
1000 feet. Upon the faith of these representations by them, and be-| 
lieving it to be for the benefit of the great body of the consumers, they | 
succeeded in inducing the court to allow them to lay down their pipes, they | 
stating that, as soon as this power had been given them, they would go to! 
Parliament immediately. As soon as the consent of the court was ob-| 
tained, they went to Parliament, got their bill, and had performed their | 
duty under it. But they had taken a false step now. The question was a! 
pocket question, and the gas consumers must speak out upon it. The 
wards of Bishopsgate, Aldgate, Broad Street, Coleman Street, and Farring- 
don Within had already spoken out, and that evening Farringdon Without 
—one-fifth of the City—would speak out, and he advised Alderman 
Dakin to be present at that meeting. In conclusion, he would only say; 
that he had intended to have asked the court to have passed the resolution | | 
of which he had given notice, that no further contracts should be entered | 
into with the Great Central Company, for the lighting the public lamps, | | 
until the notice to increase the price was withdrawn; but, he was sorry to || 
find there was a difficulty in the way; and, after hearing the City solicitor, | 
he had thought it most desirable to withdraw the resolution. He, however, | 
hoped the court would agree to give the necessary notices for the introduc- | | 
tion of a bill to exempt the City from the operation of the Metropolis Gas | | 
Act, and he begged leave to move in the terms of his motion. 

Deputy Jones seconded the motion. | 

Deputy Cornry said he thought this matter might be obviated by the || 








| City itself erecting gas-works for the supply of its own lamps, if they had || 








the power to do so. He was informed that £12,000 a year was paid to the | | 


| gas companies, and he thought that a saving might be effected if they took || 


this matter into their own hands. 

The CnarrMAN said the commissioners had no power to take such a step | 
without the direct assent of Parliament. 

Alderman DAKIN said he did not look with any apprehension to the result 
of a parliamentary inquiry into this subject. He had most entire confidence 
in a committee of the House of Commons, and, if the court was desirous of | 
taking this matter before them, he should be perfectly contented to leave it 
in their hands—so satisfied was he that they would do justice to all parties. 
He was sure that the result of the deliberations of the committee would be 
straightforward and honest, and he ventured to say that it would result in 
a complete vindication of the course pursued by the company with which | 
he had the honour to be connected. He was satisfied that no man who | 
examined the entire question would be prepared to charge the Great Central 
Company with a violation of good faith, and with failing to perform its 
original stipulations. The contract had not been changed by them, but by | 
Parliament, and without the intervention of the company. He thought it. 
was only fair that he should state what had occurred in reference to this | 
question, because the arguments used were that the Great Central Company | 
had been instrumental in procuring the Act. He denied that that was so. | 
The mover of the resolution was perfectly well acquainted with the agita- 
tion that had taken place in reference to the gas supply. He knew that 
the gas agitation commenced in 1857; when delegates were appointed by | 
each of the metropolitan parishes and vestries to consider the question. | 
They felt aggrieved that they had not the power of dealing with the gas 
companies in a certain manner, and they sought, in a comprehensive | 
spirit, to deal with the whole question. In 1858, committee sat upon | 
it; and, in 1859, a similar committee—of which Lord Enfield was chairman 
—came to the following resolutions, as the basis of a bill:— 

1. Districts to be assigned to the several existing companies, 

2. Four-and-sixpence to be the maximum, until the profits become more than 10 
per cent., compelling, under the clauses of the Gas Clauses Consolidation Act, a | 
reduction in price. 

3. Auditors to be appointed, as arranged in the Gas Clauses Consolidation Act, to 
ascertain the actual profit, allowing for wear and tear and replacement of plant. 

4. No advance in price to be made by the company, unless such advance be sanc- 
tioned by the Board of Trade, 

5. Minimum illuminating power to be 11 sperm candles for common coal-gas, and 


164 for cannel gas. 

6. Charge for public lights to be as low, and not less than the several companies 
charge in their several districts to the largest consumers. 

7. Proper officers to be appointed for testing the quality of the gas. 

8. No claim to be made on new tenants for debts due by a previous occupier. | 

9. The price for cannel gas to be 6s., when the coal-gas is 4s. 6d., the illuminating | 
power being 164 sperm candles, as against 11 for coal. 


These were resolutions as applying to the whole metropolis, and the Great | 
Central Company had nothing to do with the agitation which led to the 
inquiry, nor with its results. Then, in 1860, a bill was for the first time | 
introduced which affected the companies of the City of London. Amongst 
the provisions contained in that bill was one that the maximum charge for 
the supply of gas equal in illuminating power to 18 sperm candles, should 
be 4s. per 1000 feet. Then it was that the company came forward, because 
they knew that they could not supply gas of that quality at the price. The 
entire witnesses in favour of the bill were heard, while only two witnesses 
were examined for the companies—one from the Imperial and the other 
from the Chartered Company; and, after that, the chairman of the commit- 
tee, Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, read the resolutions which had been come to by 
the committee, one of them being that the illuminating power should be/| 
12 sperm candles, 14 per cent. above their (the Great Central) Act, and 
upon that condition they were to be allowed to raise the price to 4s. 6d.' 
Upon commercial grounds, it would not be fair to ask them to supply a' 
better article than that supplied by them for ten years, without they were! 
paid an increased price for it. Were they not right, therefore, in appearing | | 
before the committee under these circumstances? Parliament said they | 
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were, and gave them the increased price for the increased illuminating 
power. He was at a loss, therefore, to know how any sensible man, looking 
at this in a plain business point of view, could charge the company 80 acting 
with a violation of good faith, or a want of proper regard for the consumers 
of the City. He asserted that they had carried out their original con- 
tract with the Commissioners of Sewers faithfully and honourably, and they 
had not taken the initiative in this matter. That had been taken by Par- 
liament for them; and they had acted equitably by giving an equivalent 
for increased light which was to be supplied. In reference to the remarks 
of Dr. Abraham as to the affairs of the company of which he had the 
|| honour to be the chairman, he said that the increased profit this year was 
an exceptional case, and arose from the circumstance that they happened 
to have a good supply of coals in stock before the severe weather set in, 
and were able to obtain a good market for their coke. The Chartered Com- 
pany, not being so favoured, were put to an additional expense of £13,200, 
and the City Company to an expense of £5000. It was not, therefore, fair 
to urge this as a point against the company. But, in the course of this 
agitation, whatever told in favour of the companies was not candidly 
stated by their opponents. For instance, the fact was entirely ignored 
that the Great Central company had consented to the testing of their gas at 
Dr. Letheby’s house, instead of at the distance required by the Act, and 
they had also waived the right of three hours notice when such testing was 
to be made. As to the power of the companies to raise the price of gas, he 
observed that they had no power to go beyond the 4s. 6d., unless they 
availed themselves of the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act; and it 
|could not be raised unless there was an increase in the cost of manufacture, 
consequent upon an increased price of coals, or from other circumstances 
| such as to warrant such advance. In point of fact, no company had the 
| power to raise the price of the gas arbitrarily, inasmuch as notice must be 
|| given of any such intention to the local authorities; and, if the local 
authorities dissented, arbitrators were to be appointed, and they were to 
|| select an umpire, and it was to be decided by these gentlemen whether the 
|| price of gas should be increased or not. Again, the companies were allowed 
a dividend of 10 per cent.; but, if their profits allowed them to go beyond 
that, then the price of the gas must be reduced. ‘This dividend, he said, 
| was only a fair and proper one; and, indeed, it had been admitted by the 
gentlemen on the other side. He had not the slightest objection to the 
commissioners going to Parliament, if they thought proper to do so, being of 
opinion, if such were the case, that justice would be done to all parties. 
Deputy Fry said the complaint against the Great Central Company was 

that, having applied to the court some ten years ago to lay down their 
mains in the City, they promised, if this permission was granted, to go to 
Parliament, and get a bill, and that the charge for gas should be 4s. per 1000 
feet, to be afterwards reduced to 3s. 6d. and to 3s. But nowthey had stood 
aside, and had allowed a bill to pass, the whole tendency of which was to 
‘increase the price of gas. Alderman Dakin said that he had great con- 
fidence in the committee of the House of Commons. Of course he had, 
seeing that the Metropolis Gas Act was favourable to the companies; but, 
|if the bill had been one favourable to the gas consumers and against the 
companies, would the worthy alderman then say that he had every con- 
fidence in such a committee? Then, as to the increased illuminating power. 
|It appeared that the citizens of London were perfectly content with what 
| had hitherto been supplied. They did not want increased illuminating 
|| power, and, therefore, it was not right for the company to use that argu- 
ment in support of the course they had adopted. 
Deputy Jones claimed for the ward of Bishopsgate the right to know 
||more of the original intentions of the Great Central Company, and the 
pledges made by that company, than any other part of the City; for the 
City Solicitor, who was one of the most active promoters of the company, 
in the first place went to Bishopsgate, and they, knowing the monopoly 
|, which then existed, were glad to give him all the assistance in their power. 
| ‘They were told that, if the ward supported them in going to Parliament to 
|| get the company formed, the gas would never exceed 4s. per 1000 feet; but 
that they would guarantee it would come down, in the course of time, to 3s., 
;|and possibly less than that. He himself had great faith in the pledges then 
| made, and, therefore, he felt it his duty, as the company had broken faith, 
|to stand up and condemn such conduct; for, although he was not a very 
|large gas consumer himself, he represented a constituency who were large 
| gas consumers, and who could ill afford to pay the increased price. The in- 
| crease was, in reality,a large one, and would be much felt, especially by 
| small tradesmen. 

| Deputy Exxiorr said, he was no great friend of the Great Central Gas 
| Company, but he was a friend to justice and fair dealing. As such, he re- 
garded the clamonr raised about the small advance in the price of gas to be 
very oppressive and tyrannical. The law was required as much to protect 
| the sellers of gas as to protect the consumers of gas, for the one was not 
more disposed to be dishonest than the other. Dr. Abraham had, with the 
| skill of the mere rhetorician, put in vivid relief just those broken bits of 
the question which served his purpose; and his speech was easily to be 
; answered, as it had been by Alderman Dakin. He (Deputy Elliott) had 
carefully read the Act in question, and thought it was entirely fair and just, 
and that it gave the fullest protection to the consumer. The metropolis 
was properly and wisely divided into districts, under the control and re- 
vision of the Secretary of State, that the gas companies might not ruin one 
another by ¢ i less competitions, and that the pavements might 
not be broken and incurably injured by incessant pipe repairs—an evil of 
such magnitude, that it would be cheaply remedied by even a small ad- 
vance in the price of gas, had that, indeed, anything to do with it. The 
Act provided that any twenty consumers might send a complaint to the 
Secretary of State, who would promptly remedy the same, if well founded. 
The companies were entirely under the orders of the Secretary of State, 
who could order proceedings against them, at the instance of the Attorney- 
||General. The Great Central Company for ten years had faithfully per- 
|| formed their part of the contract, made with the citizens; and surely, to 
|| have continued a bad bargain for ten years was long enough. An indefinite 
contract kept so long was surely honourable and self-sacrificing; and, now 
that the law required the gas to be better—that is, more costly—there 
could be no harm in advancing the price 12} per cent., beyond which the 
company could not go, without making out a very good case. A few years 
ago, the doctors, under the new Poor-Law, contracted to cure the sick 
among the poor, at a price which compelled them to use arsenic where they 
should have administered bark; and the commissioners very properly put 
a stop to the practice, by allowing them a better price, that they might use 
less poison. The same principle should be conceded here: and, as the 
companies gave a better article, it was only fair they should have a better 
price. The consumers had the remedy against having to pay more, by a 
judicious and economical consumption. 

Mr. SaunpErs said he entirely agreed with the feeling that had been 

expressed at several of the ward meetings in the City upon this question, 
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and considered that a better answer than that given for the Great Central 
Company, of the reason of their issuing the notice to increase the price of | 
gas, was necessary. It was true the companies were required to give 14 
per cent. illuminating power; but 14 per cent. additional illuminating 
power did not mean 14 per cent. more expense in the manufacture. | 
Mr. Fricker contended that they ought to bave consulted the consumers | 
before they increased the price. They had fostered the company in its 
infancy, who ought not to have placed themselves in the position they | 
now occupied, antagonistic to the body that brought them into existence. 
Deputy Farrar said the Commissioners of Sewers did not appear before 
the parliamentary committee when this bill was in Parliament, being 
advised by the Remembrancer that its provisions in no way affected the | 
City of London. Its enactments had subsequently been entirely altered, | 
and made to include the City, but the commission had not then the power | 
to appear on behalf of the citizens. He thought it right that they should | 
now go to Parliament, in order that the real facts should be made known. | 
Mr. FarLow opposed the motion, for this reason, that he thought the| 
citizens of London ought to be very much obliged to the Great Central Gas | 
Company for reducing the price of gas from 6s., its former price, to 4s., | 
and which reduction they had enjoyed for more than ten years. 
The motion was then put and carried. 











Court or Common Councit, Fripay, Novy. 15. 
A special meeting of the court was held this day—the Right Hon. the 
Lorp Mayor presiding—at which the following report was presented :— 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of 
London in Common Council assembled. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, of your law, parliamentary, and City 
courts committee—to whom, on the 19th day of September last, it was referred, 
to take into consideration, in connexion with the Great Central Gas Consumers 
Act of 1851, and also the Metropolis Gas Act, referred by this court to the com- 
mittee on the 4th of October, 1861, the letter advertised in the public journals, dated 
the 2nd of September, 1861, signed by the chairmen of the three City gas com- 
panies, giving notice to the gas consumers that, on and after Michaelmas next, the 
charge will be at the rate of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet for the ordinary coal-gas; to 
confer with the Commissioners of Sewers on the whole subject of the supply of gas 
to the City, and to report thereon forthwith to this court ; and to whom, on the 17th 
day of October last, it was also referred to examine the petition of the inhabitants 
of the ward of Bishopsgate, praying the court to consider the question of gas 
supply to the City, the propriety of an application to Parliament for an amendment 
of the existing Act, or for the exemption of the City from its operation, and for the 
erection of works by the corporation of London, to supply the inhabitants of the City 
with gas, and to report thereon—do certify that we duly pr therein. 

Your committee have already reported to this honourable court, upon the 17th 
day of October last, upon the first part of the reference of the 19th of September 
last, and the whole question having been referred to a special committee, 
we also referred the petition of the inhabitants of the ward of Bishopsgate to 
them. They have since reported to us that they have held a conference with 
the Commissioners of Sewers; and, at this conference they were attended by a 
deputation from the directors of the several gas companies supplying the City of | 
London with gas—namely, the Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, the City | 
of London Gaslight and Coke Company, and the Great Central Gas Consumers | 
Company, and in reply to questions proposed to the deputation, they said that, they 
would not engage to lower the price of gas from 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet ; and, on being 
asked if they would oppose a bill in Parliament to exempt the City of London from 
the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, both the representatives of the 
Chartered Gas Company and the City Gas Company replied that they would do 
so most strenuously ; the representative of the Great Central Gas Consumers Com- 
pany was, however, not prepared to answer the question. All the gas companies, 
however, expressed their willingness to make arrangements for the testing of the 
gas within the City, and in such places as would be desirable. 

At a later period of the conference, the deputation made the following propositions, 
namely :— 

That the companies would undertake not to charge more than 4s, 6d. per 1000 
feet for the ordinary coal-gas for five years. 

7 they would undertake not to charge rent for the use of meters for the same 
period. 

That no cannel coal-gas shall be used, except by special agreement between the 
parties. 

The special committee further report that, having duly considered the subject, 
they are of opinion that the corporation, not being the local authority referred to in 
the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, should not interfere in this matter, but that the Com- 
missioners of Sewers, being such local authority, should be the parties, if they see 
fit, to take any steps which might be deemed requisite. 

Your committee, fally concurring in the opinion of the special committee, recom- 
mend the same to your honourable court for adoption, more especially as they have 
since been informed that the Commissioners of Sewers have given notices for an ap- 
plication to Parliament to exempt the City from the operation of the Metropolis Gas 
Act, 1860, or for an amendment of such Act :—all which we submit to the judgment 
of this honourable court. 

Dated the 13th of November, 1861. 








Mr. Cox, in moving that the court agree with the committee in their re- 
port, said, some doubts had been expressed as to whether the corporation of 
London were not the Jocal authority under the Metropolis Gas Act; but, if 
honourable members would take the trouble to read that Act, they would 
see in one moment that the Commissioners of Sewers were the body upon 
whom the obligations fell. The 22nd clause said—“ The gas companies | 
shall well and effectually light all public lamps in all streets which they | 
are required by the local authority to light.” It was clear that the corpora- | 
tion had no power to call upon the gas companies to light any street lamps 
whatever: but it was equally clear that the Commissioners of Sewers had 
that power. ‘Then the 23rd clause said—“ The local authority may provide 
and keep in repair their own public lamp-posts and lamps,” &c. It was | 
quite clear, again, that that was a duty which was not put upon the cor- 
poration, but properly fell upon the shoulders of the Commissioners of 
Sewers. The committee, therefore, felt that the corporation were not the 
parties to take action in the matter, and that any steps that might be neces- 
sary to be taken should be taken by the Commissioners. But, if any doubt | 
existed upon the subject before, the resolution to which the Court of Sewers 
had subsequently come entirely removed it. 

Deputy Curistie seconded the motion, and, as chairman of the Court of 
Sewers, confirmed the statement of the mover as to the course of action 
proposed to be taken by the commissioners. He said he thought the cor- 
poration would do well to put confidence in that court, and leave them to 
prosecute the matter, as he had no doubt they would do, to a successful 
issue. He did hope, however, that though the commmissioners had resolved 
to go to Parliament to amend the Metropolis Gas Act, or to exempt the 
City of London from its operation, that it might yet be found unnecessary 
to prosecute the bill. He was strongly of opinion that some arrangement 
might be come to with the several gas companies that would be satisfactory 
to the court, and to the citizens at large. In the absence of such an 
arrangement, it would be the duty of the commissioners to prosecute the 
bill; and he might state that the special committee to whom the matter 
was referred would meet that day, to give the necessary instructions to the 
Remembrancer to prepare the notices to Parliament. 

Deputy Jones said, if he differed with the committee in their report, it 
was not because he wanted confidence in the Commissioners of Sewers, 
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he believed, they would exercise that sound discretion which they 
always exhibited, and which, he believed, must lead to ultimate success. 
But he did desire very much to elicit from the corporation some expression 
of their s: y with the gas consumers of the City, especially as the 
local authority to whom it was proposed to leave this matter had to deal 
with the — lighting only. He was desirous that the corporation should 
express their concurrence in the propriety of the intended application to 
Parliament, and, he believed, if a motion were submitted to that. effect, he 
should have the court unanimously with him. 


Dr. ABRAHAM said, as he was the person who asked the court to refer the 
question to the law, parliamentary, and City courts committee, he thought 
it only right that he should express his entire satisfaction in the report 
which that committee had just presented. His object in getting it so re- 
ferred was, that as much —. should be given to the matter as possible, 
and that the provisions of this very unjust Act might be canvassed in every 
ward in the City. He thought that the corporation, as the representatives 
of the great body of the citizens, should lend them all the help they could 
in obtaining redress, for what he considered a very grievous thing, viz., 
that of having imposed upon them the provisions of an Act of Parliament 
which they never sought for, which they had no means of protecting them- 
selves against, and which most seriously affected their previous rights and 
—— He complained again of the part which the Great Central Gas 

company had taken in this matter, and asserted that, but for their con- 
federacy with the other companies, the recent increase in the price of gas 
could never have taken place. It was alleged in one of the petitions which 
had been presented to the court, that the company had given no sufficient 
reason for the advance in price. That allegation was founded upon a reso- 
lution which he (Dr. Abraham) moved in the ward of Bishopsgate, and he 
had collected opinions to justify the conclusion which was thus expressed. 
The company stated, as their reason for making the advance, that they were 
required to give gas of a higher illuminating power. He had before him 
some extracts from evidence given on the arbitration between Mr. Croll and 
the Great Central Gas Company as published in the JourNAL or Gas Licut- 
ING, in 1858. One of the witnesses on that arbitration was Mr. William Innes, 
gas engineer and superintendent of the Phoenix gas works, and who had 

n engaged practically in the manufacture of gas for eleven years. He 
stated that the cost per candle, of 140 grains sperm, of increasing the illu- 
minating power above 12, would be about 1d. per candle, and, that to in- 
crease it from 94 to 16 would be very nearly the same, because it was the 
same class of coal that had to produce it. The gas company stated that, 
under the new Act, they were required to give 2. candles higher illumi- 
nating power than they had done before. If the addition of one candle 
cost 1d., by a simple arithmetical calculation, two candles would cost 2d. 
Mr. R. P. Spice, also, another witness, who had been extensively engaged 
as a gas engineer for thirteen years, stated that the cost of increasing the 
illuminating — from 9} to 15 or 16 candles would be 1d. per candle; 
but, beyond that it would be more, as they would have to employ a richer 
and more expensive coal. Here, therefore, were two experienced witnesses, 
practically engaged in the manufacture of gas, and who must know as 
much about the cost of manufacture as any gas director in the kingdom. 
But the thing could be seen in a moment if they looked at the real facts, 
which were these. For the last three years one of the gas companies in 
London, on the other side of the water, had been paying, on an average, 
17s. per ton for the coals used by them. Now, a ton of coal would 
make, what? Mr. Frederick Giesbers, one of the witnesses on the arbi- 
tration referred to, and who had been the manager of the Great Cen- 
tral Gas Works, under Messrs. Prior in 1857, stated, “our recent make, 
without cannel coal, has been as high as 9500 feet per ton.” But, he 
(Dr. Abraham) would take a lower standard; he would take it at the 
lowest, viz., 8500 feet of gas per ton of coal. If one ton of coal at 17s. 
would produce 8500 feet of gas, the cost per 1000 feet was 2s, Then, 
the residual products—coke, ammonia, &c.—would yield 60 per cent. 
at almost all times. Last year, the Great Central Company, by reason of a 
very large demand for coke during the severe weather, realized 73 per cent. 
for their residual products; the London Gas Company realized 62 per cent., 
andthe South Metropolitan 70 per cent. If he, therefore, took them at 60 
cent., he would be doing what was fair; but he would go even lower 
than that, and take them at 50 per cent. Here, then, they had gas at the 
cost of 1s. per 1000 feet, or 1d. per candle. But the point to which he 
wished to call the attention of the court was this—that, in order to give the 
additional illuminating power required by the Metropolis Gas Act, the com- 
— were only put to the extra cost of the coals required for the purpose. 
hey needed no additional works; no additional directors, clerks, or work- 
men; no additional mains or services. It was all very well for the com- 
pany to say that, situated as they were, ld. per candle was not enough to 
repay them for this additional illuminating power; but when Mr. Croll— 
who, in order to save the company, supplied extra illuminating power for a 
series of years—sought compensation for that extra power, and put ina 
demand for one halfpenny per candle only, the Great Central Company 
said, “ Oh, that is excessive!” Mr. Croll never made a larger demand than 
that; he stated that he should have been satisfied if they had paid him that, 
and it was for that reason that he broke with the company. If he could 
do it for one halfpenny per candle, surely the company could do it for one 
penny. And why, he would ask, should the citizens be called on to pay 
4s. 6d. for that which, on the other side of the water, the consumers got for 
4s, 2d. from the South Metropolitan Company? The citizens felt that they 
had a right to complain—that they had been most shabbily, most unhand- 
somely dealt with by this company, who could have prevented this in- 
creased charge if they had not confederated with the other companies in the 
matter. The chairman of the Chartered Company told the committee most 
explicitly, and in positive terms, that they would oppose any alteration in the 
existing Act, or any attempt to exempt the citizens from its operations. The 
chairman of the Central Company, when asked the question, did not know 
whether they should oppose or no. Why, that company were worsethan the 
other two, because they were the cause ofall the trouble. The citizenstrusted 
to them; they were permitted to come into the City, to correct the 
grievances and evils which then existed, and to protect the citizens from 
the extortions to which they had been subjected. But what had it all 
ended in? He was sorry to say that a prophecy of Mr. Lowman Taylor on 
this point had been verified to the letter. That gentleman was opposed to 
the Great Central Company being admitted into the City; and, in the most 
prophetic spirit, he said, “ After a few years, you will find a combina- 
tion among the companies.” The state of things which existed was 
grievous. The company which the citizens had trusted to had, after 
serving their own ends, brought them into a difficulty, which it would 
take ten times more effort to extricate them from—though he did 
not despair of ultimate success—than it cost to extricate them from 
the 4 ey of the two companies, before the Great Central Company 
was brought into being. It was all very well for the chairman of the 





Commissioners of Sewers to offer a few soothing and consolatory expres- 
sions, with regard to what the companies would do. He (Dr. Abraham) 
never believed they would do anything, until it was really done. He was 
convinced that, unless oe saw a positive determination on the part of the 
citizens not to submit to this confederacy, they would do nothing; and all 
he could say was, that, if the citizens did submit to it, the fault would be 
their own. They had it in their power, if they were simcere and true to 
themselves, to teach the Great Central Company that they were not to 

off this game against them, lest it should turn against themselves, and 
involve them in.their own ruin. 

Alderman Dakin said he had listened with great attention to the im- 
passioned speech of Dr. Abraham, who had certainly taken a great deal of 
ws to get up the statistics of gas manufacture; but as he (Alderman 

akin) happened to know the practical bearings of the case better than the 
honourable member, he would venture to tell thecourt that the statements 
to which they had listened were as wide of the truth as calmness of manner 
was from impassioned declamation. If Dr. Abraham would add to the 
obligations he had conferred by his amusing theory, the further obligation 
of going down to the Great Central Company’s works, and make gas for 
them at 1s. per 1000, he (Alderman Dakin) would undertake, on behalf of 
the company, that they would at once reduce the price, not merely to 4s., 
but to 3s. 6d. He complained again of the partial statements which the 
honourable member was in the habit, from time to time, of making, and 
thought that, if he attempted to go into the question at all, he should avoid 
extorting from evidence that only which suited his purpose, and omit 
to tell the assembly, whom he presumed to teach, other and more valuable 
testimony, which he could have derived from the same source. With regard 
to the cost of gas, Dr. Abraham had referred to the opinion of Mr. Croll. 
He would ask the honourable member whether he had not seen the sworn 
evidence of Mr. Croll upon that arbitration, to the effect that he was dis- 
satisfied at receiving from the Great Central Company Is. 9d. per 1000, 
which was the price upon which the contract with the company and the 
citizens for the supply of gas at 4s. was based? Has he not seen that Mr. 
Croll stated his inability to produce gas at 1s. 9d.,and that he actually 
claimed from the company 2s. 1d. to go on with his contract? 

Dr. ABRAHAM: May I ask whether there was not included in that the 
right, on his part, to the sale of the residual products? 

Alderman Dakin said, no doubt there was. Dr. Abraham knew perfectly 
well that, when the Great Central Act was before Parliament, the evidence 
of Mr. Croll was, that he could manufacture gas at 1s. 44d. per 1000, and 
that he was to sell it to the company at the meters, taking all the loss of 
leakage, at 1s. 9d. It was upon that data that the calculation was based 
of supplying the citizens at 4s., and giving the company 10 per cent. dividends. 
It was not fair, at this time of day, to attempt by declamation to raise 
unfounded objections against the — as though they had acted in 
defiance of their engagements. Prior to the time the Great Central Com- 
pany were established, the City was divided into two parts, and the price of 
gas had been slowly and reluctantly reduced to 6s. The outside districts 
were being supplied at 5s. and 4s. 6d., and the citizens felt that, as their 
consumption was large, and confined to a small area, they ought, at least, 
to have equal advantages. The Commissioners of Sewers of that day called 
together the chairmen of the two companies, and said, “ If you will reduce 
the price of gas to 5s., we will not allow any other company to lay their 
pipes in the City.” The chairmen declined to do so; and it was then that 
some dozen men, imbued with a degree of public spirit for which they now 
get no thanks, came forward, and at their own risk, with their own money, 
and by their own exertions, established the Great Central Company. The 
Commissioners of Sewers felt so little confidence in the success of the 
undertaking, that they required the company to show that they had 
£75,000 at their bankers, before they would allow them to lay a pipe 
The promoters appealed to the citizens to help them by finding a proportion 
of the funds, and to guarantee a certain amount of custom. And with 
what result? Why, when the day came for laying the pipes, and beyond 
which no delay could possibly have taken place, without positive failure, 
the citizens, who were now so clamorous, and complained so loudly of the 
conduct of the company, raised £13,000, and the directors had to put their 
hands into their own pockets, to make up the £75,000. At that time, 6400 
consumers of gas engaged to support the company, by giving them their 
custom; but, so soon as, by the competition which had been established, 
they found that they could get their gas at 4s. from the old companies, 
many of them shrank back, and, at the present time, out of the whole 
6400, the Great Central Company had only 4800 on their books. ‘The con- 
ditions upon which that compauy started as much related to a 10 per cent. 
dividend to the shareholders as gas at 4s. to the consumers; and the Legis- 
lature had declared that that rate of dividend was not too much in such an 
undertaking. The average dividends, had, however, only ranged between 
6 and 7 per cent.; and, under such circumstances, it was hardly fair to 
complain, when Parliament having stepped in with a general Act for the regu- 
lation of the supply of gas to the entire metropolis, the company which had 
served the citizens so well, and had struggled so inetfectually to serve itself, 
announced its intention of conforming to the altered conditions which Par- 
liament had imposed. He felt that he had acted conscientiously in the part 
which he had taken in the matter, and could assure the court that he should 
continue to adopt the same course in future. If the Commissioners of 
Sewers carried out their intention of appealing to Parliament, he should 
have no objection, convinced as he was that the question would then undergo 
a fair and impartial investigation, that all the allegations made against the 
company would be carefully examined, and that the original conditions 
upon which they started would be taken into consideration. He would 
undertake to say that, before such a tribunal, he should be able to justify 
the part they had taken; and he was convinced that there they would re- 
ceive a most complete vindication from the charges which, upon partial 
and garbled extracts of evidence, had been made against them. 

Mr. Horcoop said he was surprised that the worthy alderman should com- 
plain of the cruelty of the present agitation, and of the outside pressure, which 
was being brought to bear against his company. The worthy alderman’s 
memory must be very short, if he had forgetten that the Great Central 
Company came into the City entirely as the result of such a line of con- 
duct on the part of the consumers of gas; and, if ever there was a case of 
beneficial outside pressure and agitation, that was one. He referred, at 
some length, to circumstances which transpired at the time, and concluded 
by observing that the recent rise in price was without justification, and was 
a er injury to the citizens. 

r. R. N. Puures said that, although Alderman Dakin had spoken of 
the company not realizing for themselves all that they had expected, the 
report of their last meeting showed that they had much to congratulate 
themselves upon—their rental had increased, and their profits would have 
been sufficient, but for the necessity of a reserve to meet a portion of the 
loss sustained by the Wood Street fire, to pay the shareholders 10 per cent. 
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upon the capital invested. It was, therefore, unjust to impose the addi- 
tional charge upon the citizens, who had so well supported them; and, he 
trusted that the opinion of the court would be fully expressed against it. 

Mr. SaunpeErs said he had no doubt that, before long, the court would be 
in a position to express an opinion, by means of a definite vote on the ques- 
tion; and that, should the Court of Sewers fail in the course they were 
about to take, this court would step forward, and assist the citizens in the 
object they had in view. It was quite possible that the corporation would 
be asked, as their representatives, to provide gas-works for the citizens 
under municipal authority, and to go to Parliament for the necessary powers 
to enable them to do so. The chairman of the Great Central Company had 
again and again stated that the new Act required an increased illuminating 
E ver of gas, equal to 14 per cent.; and that, therefore, the company were 
ully justified in asking 12 per cent. additional price. But, if anything 
could be more futile or ridiculously out of place than another, it was such a 
statement as that. Leaving out of consideration the question of whether 
the additional cost to the company would be 1d. per candle—which state- 
ment, as he had been many years in the midst of gas making, he was pre- 
pared to endorse—it was clear that an increase of 14 per cent. did not mean 
& corresponding increase in the working arrangements of the company. 
The chairman complained that 4800 only of the 6400, who undertook to 
stand by the company, were now upon their books. It appeared, however, 
to him that, considering the many changes which must a taken place 
in London during the last 10 years, this, instead of being a ground of com- 
plaint, was an evidence that the citizens had been true to the oe 
and demanded that they should be treated in a fair and liberal spirit. He 
hoped that, although the committee recommended no action on the part of 
the corporation, it would not be supposed that the gas agitation was about 
to cease. He believed the “‘ breeze” had not blown over; but, that it 
would swell into a storm, in which, if the company were not careful, they 
would be swept away. 


Deputy Exrtiorr said the whole case was in a nutshell, and might be 
understood by any one who —_ to it the experience of his ledger. For 
his own part, he thought the company had acted most liberally and 
honourably in keeping to a bad bargain for ten years. During all that time, 
they had struggled amidst circumstances, many of them of an adverse 
character, against the powerful competition of the older and richer com- 
panies, who, though they did not sell gas at a lower price, sold a better gas 
than they had previously done for the same money; and, therefore, forced 
the new company to exceed the standard of illuminating power, for which 
they bargained at the outset. They were all now required to supply a 
better and more wholesome article than ever, and, therefore, as men of 
business, the court ought to avoid any participation in an agitation which 
was opposed to all principles of fair dealing. The companies, according to 
circumstances, were compelled to make this small advance in price, and 
the opposition to it was as unreasonable as would be the opposition of some 
500 obscure City merchants to any rise which the Bank of England might 
find it necessary to make in the rate of discount. 

Mr. Rowe, as one of the directors of the Great Central Gas Company, 
denied the correctness of the assertion, made by Dr. Abraham and endorsed 
by Mr. Saunders, that gas could be made for 1s. per 1000 feet. 

Mr. SaunDERs said i“ only endorsed the statement that the cost of the 
increase above 9 candles was at the rate of 1d. per candle, and had said 
nothing about the price of 12-candle gas being 1s. per 1000. 


Mr. Rowe said, in all these sorts of calculations no distinction was made 
between gross and net cost, and no allowance made for leakage and the 
surreptitious loss of gas, which amounted to from 16 to 22 per cent. 
Those gentlemen who had spoken on the other side, forgot the conditions 
upon which the Great Central company entered into their engagement to 
supply gas at 4s. What did the consumers on their part undertake, and 
how had they fulfilled their share of the contract? Why,no sconer did they 
find that they could obtain gas at 4s. from the old companies, than the 
neglected the child which they had helped to bring into existence, and left 
it to struggle against the most determined opposition. Had they performed 
their part of the contract, the company might have been able to maintain 
theirs. They had not violated the conditions of their Act of Parliament; it was 
the Legislature which had compelled them to adopt the course they had now 
taken. Gentlemen seemed to forget that they had been the means of saving 
the City half a million of money, and that they had given an illuminating 
power much beyond what they contracted for, for which they had charged 
nothing, but, had had to pay £13,000. Let them take such circumstances 
as these into consideration, and he was sure they would think better of the 
Great Central Company. Such observations as bad been addressed to the 
cliairman of the company to-day, were altogether undeserved. He said em- 
phatically, they had not broken faith, and they were not afraid of inquiry 
and an examination of the subject. As men of business, he appealed to 
the court, whether they had any right to expect an article at a less price 
than it could be fairly afforded at, and whether they would prevent per- 
sons who had embarked their capital in such a perilous undertaking from 
receiving such a dividend as they would receive, were it invested in lease- 
hold ar: rty, or other good security? They could get 5 percent. upon good 
leasehold security; they could get it on other security of undoubted autho- 
rity; and yet they were asked to accept a less dividend, while they incurred 
greater risks. It was part of the original contract that they should have 10 
per cent. They had not received anything like that, which a committee of 
the House of Commons, after twenty-two days deliberation, said they were 
entitled to have. That Metropolis Gas Act was introduced by the delegates, 
and opposed by every gas company in London. Did they suppose that that 
bill could have been allowed to pass, affecting as it did, the interests of all 
the companies without their opposition? They were the trustees of a 
large amount of property, and it was their duty to protect the interests of 
their shareholders, considering that in doing so they were conferring a great 
public benefit upon the citizens of London. 

Mr. De Jersey said their friend, Alderman Dakin, was extremely elo- 
quent, and could put a case in the nicest shape possible, so as to please the 
|| public palate. But he would just ask what had the whole of his speech to 
‘| do with the question before them? They did not cavil at the introduction 
of the bill; they took for granted that everything was as straightforward as 
|| he had stated it to be; but that did not affect the question now under con- 
|| sideration. Take for granted, that the promoters of the Great Central 
|| were philanthropists and patriots, which he much doubted, for he thought 
their proceedings had more to do with ten per cent., and giving credit to 
them for a certain amount of patriotism, what were the facts? Upon the 
faith of the public doing this, that, or the other, that company was esta- 
blished, and had been going on under great difficulties—Wood Street fires, 
and so on, and yet had realized £6. 16s. percent., and could, but for unfore- 
seen circumstances, have paid this year 10 per cent. Be this as it might, 
they had nothing to do with that now; it was gone by. The question now 
was whether at this moment they were breaking faith with the public? 
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The court must not be led away by declamation; but have facts. Dr. 
Abraham had given them facts; and he should like to see them contradicted 
if they could be. Their friend, Mr. Rowe, told them that this was not the 
company’s Act. He ought to have followed the advice of the worthy alder- 
man, and told them the whole truth. It was true that this bill was intro- 
duced by the delegates, and that the City of London was not included in 
the first bill. The gas companies met the promoters in the House of Com- 
mons; and, when the discussion came on, the delegates found that they had 
stirred up the — of all joint-stock companies, whether fire, or 
anything else. They had told them, “ If you let this bill pass into law, you 
will all be pulled over the coals; we shall, at all events, and your time will 
come by-and-bye.” They excited such a feeling in this way in the House of 
Commons, that the delegates knew, as well as that two and two make four, 
the bill would be thrown out. What took place then? Why, said the dele- 
gates, “ We are in a pretty mess; we have spent £7000 or £8000 in pro- 
moting an Act of Parliament; the bill will be thrown out, and we shall 
be in the position of having to pay all the expenses out of our own pockets.” 
“No,” they said, “we will not do that ; we must get a bill somehow;” so 
they said to the directors, “ Put a little clause into the bill—that our ex- 
nses shall be paid by the metropolis, and if you, the gas companies, will 
just admit that little clause, so that we may recoup ourselves, and shall not be 
rsonally liable to these costs, we will let you have the bill to do as you 
ike with—we give it over to you;” and, from that moment, it was no longer 
the bill of the delegates, but of the companies. As Dr. Abraham had 
said, and it had never been contradicted, the bill, as introduced, did not 
affect the City; they did not feel it necessary to appear against it, and, 
therefore, they had no locus standi to — this arrangement. But, at the 
last moment, a gross advantage was taken of the City of London, for clauses 
were inserted in the bill, of which they had had no notice, and, of course, 
they could not be there to oppose. He said that there never was a more 
iniquitous and unjust proceeding. He did not care who the promoters were, 
but he charged upon them this iniquitous proceeding as regarded the City 
of London. When the bill became law, the companies were very glad to 
adopt it; and they told the committee the other day, when they asked them 
if they were willing that the City of London should be exempted, 
“Oh! no; we have got the bill,and we mean to stick to it.” It was 
all very well to say that that Act was thrust upon them; but, then, 
how very glad they were to accept and embrace it, and to take all the ad- 
vantage they could out of it. How did they stand? They were under an 
Act of Parliament which permitted the companies to mark out the City in 
certain portions, and to cum a price of 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and to raise 
the price, if they thought proper, to 7s. 6d. His friend (Mr. Rowe) shook 
his head. He must not do that; he (Mr. De Jersey) did not think there was 
much in it. He said they were under an Act of Parliament, and they could 
raise the price of gas to 7s. 6d., by substituting different coal. He did not 
care whether they said they did not mean to do it; he asserted they had 
the power to do it. And then, when tHey talked of penalties—why it 
was all moonshine. He would undertake that there was not a penalty in 
the Act which could be strictly enforced against any of the companies. 
The citizens of London were entitled to be fairly dealt with; they were 
entitled to be heard, in the House of Commons, upon a question of that de- 
scription. But he would tell them what more the Act contained, and which 
was another piece of iniquity. It imposed a penalty upon all the gas con- 
sumers of the City, in this way: the companies were at liberty to charge 
this additional price for gas in future, in order to make up past dividends! 
The principle of law was against it; it was morally unjust to charge him 
6d. extra for gas which he was going to burn in future years in order to 
make up six years back dividend of the companies to 10 per cent. He said, 
again, it was an iniquitous proceeding. There was no other word he could 
use which was milder. It was a penalty that the House of Commons, if it 
had looked at it in a right light, would say was most unjust. It was, he 
hoped, overlooked by them; otherwise, he should have but little confidence 
in that tribunal. 


Mr. Sheriff CocKERELL said he would only detain the court for a mo- 
ment. He might be permitted to say that he was not interested personally 
in this matter, for he did not possess a single gas share. In his opinion, 
the question before them was rather one of compromise. (No, no.) He 
thought the court had a great advantage in the presence of men engaged in 
various kinds of business, so that, if ome member happened to have an 
peculiar knowledge which might help to guide them in coming to a deci- 
sion, he was able to give it. ‘There were two points with regard to this 
great question. The public were, no doubt, anxiously looking forward to 
be supplied with gas of a much superior quality to that which they had 
been supplied with for some time past. Now, as a coal-merchant, he might 
say that the cost of coal—and gas-coal more particularly—had advanced 
5 per cent., and the extra cost of materials generally which were employed 
by companies, and also the labour connected with their operations, was 
such as, he believed, would certainly justify the gas companies in London 
in making some advance upon 4s.; and he might mention a fact which 
slightly bore upon this question:—As a coal-merchant, he —- during 
the last winter, one of the large metropolitan companies with 5000 tons of 
coal at from 32s. to 48s. a ton, and that company was obliged to pay that 
advance in consequence of the blockade of the river by ice. This was a 
contingency to which all gas companies were exposed; and, besides that, 
the same company paid him £950, by way of compensation, to cancel the 
last part of their contract. He really thought that, considering the require- 
ments of the Act of Parliament for an improved quality of gas—and being 
told by the chairman of the Great Central Company that they were obliged 
to purchase not only a large quantity of cannel coal, but also an improved 

uality of ordinary coal, so that they might increase the quality of the gas— 
these were circumstances that justified the companies in ay on bee 
thing extra. That they would be supported in any just claim, he had no 
doubt; and, notwithstanding the irritable feeling that now existed, the citi- 
zens would listen, and eventually candidly admit that claim. 

Deputy Fry said the ground now taken by Mr. Alderman Dakin was very 
different to what it had been. It was said that the bill had been forced 
upon the companies, and that they were obliged to obey the law; but, now, 
they were willing to accept the provisions of the Act, because the company 
had not paid so well as they had anticipated, and they were willing to 
charge their consumers more in order to increase their revenue. Those two 

rounds were quite distinct. Let him ask, supposing the company had not 

erived what they expected from gas at 4s., would they have had it if they 
had charged 3s. 6d. or 3s., as they promised at first? They would recollect 
that it was no part of the bargain that, if they could not get 10 per cent. at 
4s., they should raise the price to 4s. 6d. or 5s. They said they could 
manufacture gas at 4s ,and get their 10 per cent.; and not only that, but 
that they could get 10 per cent.,and manufacture gas for 3s. 6d., and even 
3s. Where were the calculations on which those gentlemen came to the 
City and said, allow us to bring in our mains, and we will give you gas at 
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that price. They now came suing in a most extraordinary way. “Gentle- 
men, we have only obtained £6. 16s. per cent. on our outlay, and we think, 
therefore, we are entitled to an increase of price.” This did not appear to 
him to be an honourable mode of proceeding. If their calculations were 
based upon anything like a fair, accurate, and true foundation at first, they 
had no right now to turn round and say they could not manufacture gas at 
the price, They told them now, that the Act of Parliament compelled them 
to do a certain thing. The answer to that was that they were parties, to a 
certain extent, to the passing of that Act, and just in thisway. They knew 
what the provisions of the Act were; they knew that they were all in 
favour of themselves, and against the gas consumers; and knowing that 
they allowed it to pass; knowing that they said, we embrace the Act, we 
like it so much that we intend to act upon it. : 

Mr. Cox, in reply, said he would not enter into the question of the con- 
duct of the Great Central Company, for he felt that he was not called upon 
to give a verdict on the subject. He would, however, make one observation 
upon what fell from Mr. Saunders. That gentleman threatened that if the 


would be called upon to go to Parliament for powers to make gas for the 
City. He (Mr. Cox) hoped that day would never come; he believed it 
would be a greater misfortune than anything else that could befal them. 


introduced the bill, the companies had obtained such alterations in it as 
they desired. The truth was that, during the first inquiry, the delegates 
made their case so strong that they obtained almost everything they asked. 


panies and their counsel retired from the room, threatening to meet the pro- 
moters in another place. They did meet them there, and the chairman of the 
committee was obliged to consent to take the bill back again, rather than 
have it thrown out altogether. Now, he (Mr. Cox) wanted the corporation 
and the Commissioners of Sewers carefully to consider that fact, and he 
would ask them what change of circumstances had occurred since the 
time, when the gas companies were so powerful in the House of Commons, 
as to be able to defeat the consumers bill by a majority of 3 to 1—which 
could induce them to suppose they would be more successful in attempting 
to amend the Act? e had not the slightest objection to the Com- 


with the course which the committee of this court had adopted, for he was 
opposed to the corporation entering upon a costly litigation with the gas 
companies. But he would tell the commissioners that, if they did go to 
Parliament to amend the Act, or to exempt the City of London from its 
_—- they would spend from £5000 or £10,000, and be defeated in the 
end. 

The motion was then put and carried. 


Westminster District Boarp, Fripay, NoveMBER 8. 
At the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Board, held this day—Mr. 
LownpEs in the chair, ; ; 

A report was presented from the committee of works, stating that the 
contracts with the gas companies supplying the district were about to 
expire. The Chartered Company undertook, in November, 1860, by letter, 
to light the public lamps for one year, from the following Christmas, for 
£4. 1s. per lamp, including lighting, cleaning, repairing, &c.; and the 


months notice on either side. The contract with the Western Company, 
which was made in 1857, would be determined, by the operation of the 
Metropolis Gas Act, on the Ist of February, 1862. The committee, there- 
fore, recommended that application be made to the respective gas compa- 
nies, for the terms on which they will be willing to undertake the supply 
of gas to the public lamps for the future. 

Mr. Tuos. Horn moved a resolution, approving the report of the com- 
mittee, and adopting their recommendation, so far as the Chartered and 
Western Companies were concerned. ‘ , : 

Mr. Ripiey complained that the lamps in Vincent Square were not 
lighted at the proper time. He said he had known them to be unlit at 
seven or eight o’clock in the evening, and he had seen some two or three 
not lighted at all. It ought to be the duty of some of the officers of the 
board to attend to this matter. 

Mr. Doveury said it was the duty of the inspectors to report such cases 
as those referred to. , 

Mr. SHEDLOCK said, as.a matter of form, the board must make the appli- 
cation recommended by the committee; but they were, after all, entirely at 
the mercy of the companies. The Equitable Company refused last year to 
make any contract with them at all; and would only undertake the supply 
to the public lamps on an agreement by letter, terminable at three months 
notice. The consequence was, that they might give notice at the end of the 
summer months, and leave the district in darkness during the winter, 
unless the board chose to accept new and more unfavourable terms. From 
what he had seen of the company, he looked with great suspicion upon the 


letter referred to. : a. 
The CHARMAN reminded Mr. Shedlock, that the present motion did not 


refer to the Equitable Company at all. f 

After some further conversation, the motion was put and carried. 

Mr. T. Horn said, it was doubtful whether the board need write to the 
Equitable Company until they received three months notice from them 
to terminate the present agreement. ’ : 

Mr. SHEDLOCK said he wanted to get rid of that agreement; for, asa 
public body, the board were not in a right position, so long as they were 
thus at the mercy of the company, who might leave them in darkness at 
the end of any three months. ; , 2 ei 

Mr. T. Horn thought there would be an inconsistency in writing to the 
company for fresh terms, until one side or the other had given the three 
months notice. : 

Mr. SHEpLock did not see the inconsistency, and submitted that the 
board should ascertain the terms upon which the lighting would be under- 
taken by the year. 

Mr. RoGers (the solicitor to the board) said, that the company would 
probably reply that, during the existence of the present agreement, they 
were not prepared to make a fresh tender. ’ 

Mr. Hart.ey thought it would be unwise to move in the matter; the 
company would be sure at once to raise the price. ne 

Mr. SHeptock, however, moved, and Mr. Rrprey seconded—* T hat 
application be made to the Equitable Company, for the terms upon which 
they would light the public lamps for one year.” Mr. Shedlock repeated 
his former observation, that the company might take advantage of lighting 
the lamps during the summer months, and leave the board to make fresh 
terms for the heavy portion of the year. 

Mr. Arntz (the surveyor of the board) said, it was perfectly true that, 





Equitable undertook the supply at £4. 2s. 6d. per lamp, subject to three | 


| 


for three months of the year, they were at the mercy of the gas company; 
but it was per true that, for the rest of the year, the company were at | | 
the mercy of the board. Neither party could give notice at the present 
moment; but at Christmas the board might do so, and thus have the turn 
of the scale. 

Mr. ScupAMoRE opposed the motion. and said it was very impolitic to 
impute motives. Neither of the companies had shown any desire to act as 
Mr. Shedlock insinuated. 

The motion was then put and negatived. 





MARYLEBONE VeEsTRY, SATURDAY, NovEMBER 16. i| 

At the Weekly Meeting of the Representative Council of St. Marylebone, | | 
held at the Court House—Mr. Churchwarden Fitmer in the chair. 
Mr. W. E. GREENWELL the (vestry-clerk) brought up and read the) 


| report of the gas committee, as to the renewal of the contract with the | 


Commissioners of Sewers should fail in their application, the corporation | 


One suggestion had fallen from Mr. De Jersey, who referred to the powerful | 
influence of the gas companies in Parliament, and that, though the delegates | 


Immediately upon the decision of the committee being known, the gas com- | 


missioners of Sewers taking up the matter; but, he was perfectly satisfied , 


| 
| 


| Imperial Gas Company to light the public lamps of Marylebone for a period 
| 


| incurred in case of deficient supply, be framed so as to allow the vestry to deduct 








| 
| 








of three years, their present contract expiring at Christmas next. | 

The report stated that the Imperial Gas Company proposed to renew | | 
their contract upon the same terms as the existing one, namely, to light | 
the public lamps, burning 4 feet per hour, at £3. 11s. per annum each, less | | 
5 per cent., with the option on each side, to terminate yearly at six months | | 
notice, with the various penalties, as provided for in the existing contracts. | | 
The attention of the committee has been directed to the clauses of the Acts 
of Parliament, which provide that, after the payment of interest, at the rate 
of 10 per cent. per annum, the surplus should go to effect a reduction in 
the price of the gas; and to the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, which enacted 
that no such surplus should be applied to make up any dividend which had | | 
been under 10 per cent. more than six years previously. Last year, the|| 
dividend of the Imperial Company had amounted to 12 per cent.; but, they 
had applied the surplus to make up the dividend of 1857 from 74 to 9} per 
cent. This 2 per cent. on a capital of £1,100,000 had produced £22,000, 
and had not the law existed of making good the ogee | of one year by 
the excess of another, that amount would have been available for a reduc- 
tion in the price of gas. The number of lamps lighted by the Imperial Com- 
pany in Marylebone was 3212,and by the Chartered Company, 267; all in- 
tended to consume 4 feet each per hour. As regarded the Imperial Gas 
Company, the committee recommended the vestry to accept their tender, 
with the following amendments :— 

That, in cases of deficient quantity, the three days notice to the company 
required, be extended to seven days. ‘That'the clause, whereby penalties are 


from the amount of contract any loss the parish may have sustained, and that a} 
clause be inserted in the contract to enable the test of quality to be ascertained by | 
the burner approved by Dr. Thompson. | 

“ Upon the general question, the committee remark that the experience 
of the past may fairly be taken as evidence that the system of competition 
in the supply of gas is not the only one to look to for the remedy of 
those defects which are inherent in the principle of monopoly, when 
the monopoly is established for private gain. The Legislature, sensible 
of the value of artificial light and heat to the community (second only to 
light and air, so long contended for in the abolition of the window duty), has 
endeavoured to render the monopoly of gas as little injurious to the public 
as possible; and, indeed, the Gas Regulation Act of last session is the most 
considerable advance in that direction, although it is characterized by one 
defect—that of legitimizing the districting of the metropolis for a time. 
The fair inference, therefore, is, that in a country where cold and darkness 
have a considerable sway during a portion of the year, the gas supply ought 
not to be exclusively in private hands; or, in other words, it should be sub- 
ject, in a great measure, to imperial legislation. The price of gas, the limi- 











tation of companies dividends, the checks on deficient quantity and quality | 
provided by Parliament, all point to the one necessary step further—a|/ 
municipal supply for the benefit of all consumers. The time may not, in | 
the opinion of some, have arrived for this course, nevertheless, your com- || 
mittee consider it will be their duty, with the permission of the vestry, to | 
meet from time totime, and submit such facts and suggestions to the board 
as may tend to place this matter on a more satisfactory footing, and more to 
the advantage of the public.” 

Mr. Hopegs, as chairman of the committee, moved the adoption of the 
report. He combated the argument that loss had been sustained by the 
parish from the strenuous opposition which had been raised from time to 
time to the gas monopoly on the part of the ratepayers of Marylebone. The || 
fallacy of this statement was proved by the facts which they had elicited in 
the course of their inquiry for a period passing over twenty-nine years. In 
the first place, the price charged by the Imperial Gas Company for the 
public lights was, from 1824 to 1834, £4. 10s. per lamp, when it was re- 
duced to £3. 118.; and, in 1858, to 5 per cent. less than £3. 11s. contingent 
on the vestry not letting any other company than the Imperial into the 
parish. The price paid for measured gas during the same period was 
13s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet; in 1831, it was 12s. 6d.; in 1833, 10s.; in 1834 
and 1839, 9s.; from 1836 to 1842, 8s.; from 1843 to 1847, 7s.; in 1848 and 
1849, 5s.; and, from 1850 to 1860, 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet. ‘These reductions 





had been brought about from time to time mainly by agitation, and when 
it appeared that the monopoly of the Imperial Company was in im- 
minent danger of being destroyed. He thought that they had a 
right to look forward to very great improvements in street lighting; 
and, although they were not in a position to refuse to renew their 
gas contract, that they ought to insist upon its being framed upon 
a fair basis for their own protection. The recommendation that Dr. | 








Thompson should have the power of selecting the burners through which | 
the quantity and quality of the gas should be tested, was most important, | | 
as the doctor reported that his experiments showed a difference of 2 candles | | 
between the burner he used and the burner used at the testing-station of | 
the company. | 
Mr. WINGFIELD seconded the adoption of the report. i 
Mr. CHARLES CARR moved as an amendment—“ That the tender of the, 
Imperial Gas Company be received in its entirety.” He contended that the | 
Imperial Company had been very liberal in their offer to supply the gas to || 
the public lamps of Marylebone without any increase of price. 1 
Mr. JoserH Brrp seconded the amendment, which was put and carried | ' 
by a large majority. | 
The general remarks in the report were then received, and the board 


ultimately adjourned. 








| 
| 
| 


SALE OF GAS ACT. 
MetropouTaAN Boarp or Works. Fripay, Novy. 15. 
At the Meeting of the Board held this day—Mr. THwarrss in the chair, 
The CLERK read a report from the committee of the whole board on the// 
temporary arrangements which had be¢n made for carrying out the Sale of 
Gas Acts. The report stated that the committee had considered it advisable | | 
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to the board in King Street, Covent Garden. For this purpose, they pro- 


line the same with match boarding. That estimate amounted to £470, the 
contractors undertaking that, on receiving twenty-one days notice, they 
would take down the building at any period within twelve months, and 
allow the Board £200 for the old material, and such further sum for the 
match boarding as might be agreed upon. The committee had accepted 
the tender, and caused the building to be erected. They now recommended 
that a cheque be signed in favour of Messrs. Hemming for £470. 
The report was adopted, and the cheque signed accordingly. 


The Cierk read a further re 
munication received from the Home Office, in reference to the Sale of Gas 
Acts. The report stated that the committee had received a statement from 
the clerk to the effect that, in consequence of a communication from the 
Home Office, he had waited upon Mr. Clive, on the 6th instant, when that 
gentleman referred him to the opinion which had been taken by the board 
of the Attorney-General and Mr. John Gray, on the Sale of Gas Acts, a 
eopy of which had been forwarded to him by Mr. Cresy, on the Ist of 
November, inst. Mr. Clive stated that the point upon which he wished 
to confer with the clerk was with reference to the appointment of 
an inspector of gas-meters by the justices of the City of London. 
The clerk explained generally to hr. Clive the course which had 
been taken by the board in carrying out the Sale of Gas Acts; 
and “more especially referred to the communication which he had 
been directed by the committee,a few minutes before the interview, 
to address to the City authorities, calling their attention to the opinion 
alluded to, and intimating that steps would be at once taken to make pro- 
visions for testing meters over the entire metropolis; and that, should the 
justices feel inclined to dispose of the gasholders and other testing appa- 
ratus at their office, the committee would be prepared to purchase the same, 
\if found serviceable. Mr. Clive stated that he desired to acquaint the clerk, 

for the information of the board, that, when the Act of last session was 
| introduced into the House of Commons, it was the intention of the Govern- 
|ment that the City of London should be excluded from its operations, and 
jthat it was merely intended to authorize the Metropolitan Board to carry 
| out the provisions of the previous Act, without interfering at all with the 
|City authorities. He made reference to the particular terms of the first 
| section of the Act of Jast session, which empowered the board to defray all 
| expenses incurred by them, in pursuance of that Act, out of rates leviable 
| by them within their jurisdiction, exclusive of the City of London. Mr. 
| Clive also mentioned that, during the progress of the bill through the House, 
an intimation was made by the Remembrancer, that the intention of the 
Government to leave the authority of the City justices intact would not be 
carried out by the bill as it then stood: upon which it was referred to the 
law officers, with a view to introduce such alterations as would éffect that 
object. The Government were advised that the bill, as drawn, sufficiently 
saved the jurisdiction of the City justices, and, upon that understanding, 
| the bill was passed in its present state. Mr. Clive said that he had no doubt 
the Government, on the assembling of Parliament, would take measures to 
remedy any defect in the Act of the past session, and of legalizing the pro- 
ceedings of the City justices in the execution of it. The committee, on 
receiving that communication from the clerk, recommended that the com- 
|munication ordered on the 6th of November last to be made to the City 
| authorities, and referred to in the statement of the clerk, should remain in 
|abeyance until further orders thereon, and that the clerk be directed to 
|communicate the substance of the communication made to him by Mr. 
|| Clive to the board. 
| Mr. Eckerr moved. that the board agree in the recommendation of he 
/ committee, and, in doing so, said he would state two or three reasons why 
they should doso. It appeared to be quite clear that a mistake had been 
|committed by the Government in the matter, and that the City authorities 
|had been anxious to protect themselves against their jurisdiction being 
annihilated by the Act of last session, and from being made liabie to any 
|| expenses incurred by the board in carrying that Act into execution. There 
| certainly could be no reason for exempting the City from such payment, if 
| the Act itself was to be understood as applicable to that portion of the 
| metropolis. The mistake having occurred, the question was as to the best 
way of dealing with the difficulties arising out of it. On the part of the 
Government officers, the board had had an intimation that it was intended 
to exempt the City, and that Parliament would, in all probability, rectify 
the error which had been perpetrated, at an early period next session. 
Ought the board, then, to take any action upon the opinion expressed by the 
, Attorney-General and Mr. Gray, or ought they to Jet the matter remain in 
abeyance until they saw what the Government meant to do? The report 
recommended the latter course, and it certainly did not appear that of 
, necessity the board should disagree in that recommendation. If they did, 
,, they might stir up questions which involved other interests and could not, 
|| by any possibility, do themselves any good. No doubt the City authorities 
|| were already well informed of what the board had done and the opinion 
|they had taken on the subject, so that they could guide themselves accord- 
jingly. If the board resolved to act upon that opinion, they would at 
j once place themselves in antagonism with the Government, who admitted 
| that they had made a mistake, and were desirous that that mistake should 
; not be taken advantage of by the board. It might be urged, on the other 
|side, that the board were under the necessity of taking action upon the 
opinion they had received, or they would not be complying with the Act of 
|| Parliament. He could not recognize that necessity. The board were 
|\directed to appoint inspectors for the metropolis; they had done so, and 
|| were prepared to test meters from any part of the metropolis, whether from 
|| the pe A or any of the other districts which they represented. They were 
|not called upon to appoint an inspector specially for the City of London. 
|| If the authorities in that part of the metropolis were doing anything ad 
|| extra the law, let them take the blame of it, and settle the difficulties arising 
;|from such acts with those concerned, and who might be misled by such 
|| proceedings. If he might be allowed the Irishism, he would say that the 
|, action of the board should be no action at all in reference to this particular 
|; question. In that way, they would avoid antagonism with the Government, 
| which he should certainly deprecate as far as he was concerned. It was 
||not desirable that they should make themselves obnoxious, and exhibit a 
|| disposition to quarrel with the Government at every turn. They should 
jrather conciliate than aggravate, and not, because the Government had 
||made a mistake, drag that mistake into prominence, and hold the authors 
| | of it up to opprobrium. He would say the same with reference to the City 
jitself; for, while he would jealously maintain the rights of the board, he 
| would avoid all appearance of seeking to interfere with the authorities 
|there. He was always disposed to cultivate friendly relations with the City 
|| when it could be done without any expenditure of principle or cash. 
| | Mr. LeGe seconded the motion. He said that the question had been duly 
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oured an estimate from Messrs. Hemming to erect an iron building, and | 


rt from the same committee upon a com. | 
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jurisdiction of the Commissioners of Sewers. 


ject, and he was informed of two or three points in reference thereto, | 


to have a temporary testing-house erected on the vacant ground belonging | considered by a very full committee, and they had unanimously agreed to 


the recommendation of the report. | 
| 
| 


Mr. Doutron said that, when this question was considered in the com- 
mittee of the whole board, the full and deliberate inquiry referred to by the 
last speaker lasted for ten minutes, and the recommendation of the report 
was the decision of some twelve members only. This was the way in 
which it was resolved to delay action in one of the most important duties 
confided to them by Parliament. He knew, in fact, that some members of | 
the committee who voted on that occasion for the adoption of the report, 
began now to feel that they had acted somewhat prematurely in the deci- 
sion they came to. He beiieved that the opinion there expressed was not 
by any means the opinion of the majority of the members of the board, who 
were jealous, as they ought to be, of the interests of those who sent them 
there. For the protection of those interests, he should venture to move an 
amendment to the motion now before them. ‘There was a great deal more 
involved in this question than was at first sight apparent. What was the 
exact position of the board in reference to it? In 1859, the Sale of Gas Act 
was passed, which gave powers to the justices of the peace of the several 
counties, and, so far as the City of London was concerned, to the justices 
of the peace there. Those powers were not acted upon for some time; but, 
after a while, the City magistrates, to their credit, did put them in opera- 
tion. But, in any case, another Act was passed last session, which trans- 
ferred the powers vested in the justices by the Act of 1859, to the Metro- 
politan Board of Works. The Act provided that, “ All powers conferred on 
the justices of the peace of any county, in general or quarter sessions 
assembled, by the Act passed in the 22nd and 23rd years of the reign of 
Her present Majesty, intitled,‘An Act for Regulating Measures used in 
Sales of Gas,’ &c., shall, in so far as relates to the metropolis, as defined by 
an Act passed in the session holden in the 18th and 19th years of Her pre- 
sent Majesty, c. 120, and entitled, ‘ An Act for the better Local Management 
of the Metropolis,’ be transferred and vested in the Metropolitan Board of 
Works.” The first question which naturally suggested itself, on reading 
that Act of Parliament, was, what are the terms employed by the Metropolis. 
Local Management Act?—what is the meaning of the word “ metropolis? ” | | 
Here, again, they had singularly clear and explicit terms, for the interpreta- 
tion clause of that Act said that the metropolis should be taken to include 
the City of London; and, that there might be no mistake, it went on to say 
that in the City of London should be included all the places under the | 
That Act having been 
passed, he would ask the attention of the board to this important point— 
that the powers conferred by the gas Acts were never in the hands of the 
Commissioners of Sewers, but in those of the justices of the peace, and 
the Act of last session was remarably clear, for it stated that all the powers 
of the justices were transferred to this board. He could very well under- | 
stand that, in an Act of Parliament extending to 200 or 300 clauses, there 
might possibly be some ambiguous expressions or terms which could not 
easily be understood; but, in an Act containing two clauses only, it was 
difficult to imagine that any such ambiguity should arise on a point so 
important as the inclusion or exclusion of the City of London. Seeing, 
however, that the justices in the City were taking action upon the Act of 
1859, the board very properly resolved to have the opinion of counsel, as to 
whether the Act of last session did not transfer the powers of the City 
magistrates tothe board? That opinion was distinctly to the effect, that | 
neither the Commissioners of Sewers, nor the justices of the City of Lon- 
don had any power to appoint inspectors, or perform other functions under 
that Act. What was the result? The committee to whom the matter was 
referred, determined immediately that a letter should be addressed to the 
City justices, asking them whether they were willing to transfer their 
apparatus to this board, that they might carry out the provisions of the 
Act in the City of London as elsewhere? In the meantime, the 
clerk received an invitation to attend the Home Office on the sub-| 


799 | 
| 
| 
| 





which appeared to have influenced some members of the board to 
consider it wise for the present to forego putting their powers in 
exercise in the City. The clerk was told that the Government in- 
tended the City to be excepted from the operations of the Act of last 
session, and that, during the next session, they would introduce a bill to 
indemnify the City justices, and to transfer to them the jurisdiction which 
was formerly vested in them. Now, he thought, in the first place, that if 
the intention of the Government was to rule the action of the board, it 
should have been conveyed to them in an intelligible form in writing, and 
not in a semi-official way—by verbal communication through the clerk. | 
But, in the next place, supposing the Government intended to exempt the | 
City of London, what proof had they that Parliament intended anything of 
the kind? On the previous day, in conversation with five members of Par- 
liament, he had put the question distinctly to them—“ Did you understand, | 
when the Act was passed last session, that the City of London was ex- 
cluded, or that the powers of the justices there were transferred to the || 
Metropolitan Board?” There was only one answer, viz., that they con- 
sidered the Act included the City of London, and that that was the opinion 
of the House. This was nota bill hurried through the House; it was passed 
after due deliberation, and with the full knowledge of the City members, | 
who were always keenly alive to the interests of their constituents, and who | 
certainly did not appear to have discovered the weak point in the Act. 
The CuarrMan said, Mr. Clive informed the clerk that a communication | 
was made to the Government during the progress of the bill, but it was con- | 
sidered that the words sufliciently saved the jurisdiction of the justices. | 
Mr. Doutron would ask how it was, then, that if the justices feared the | 
Act would deprive them of their power, they did not ask to have more 
explicit words inserted? To his mind, the last paragraph of the clause, 
which was thought by some to show that the City was excluded from the 
operation of the Act, proved most clearly the reverse. Why were the | 
words inserted, “ All expenses incurred by the said board in pursuance of | 
this Act shall be defrayed by them out of rates leviable by them within | 
their jurisdiction, exclusive of the City of London?” Because, it being in- 
tended to include the City in the operation of the Act, and the authorities 
there having already incurred the cost of providing apparatus for testing | 
meters, it would not have been fair to make them liable a second time to 
expenses of bringing the Act into force; for, after it was once in operation, | | 
the fees would pay all the expenses. The Government now said that next | 
session they would introduce a bill exempting the City. Why had they 
come to that determination? They had been brought to that view by only 
hearing one side of the question. The moment the board proceeded to put 
the Act in operation, the Remembrancer of the City went to Mr. Clive, and 
laid his case before him. The Government ought to hear what the board 
had to say on the point. But, assuming that it was intended to introduce 
a bill next year, was that any reason why the board should delay carrying 
out their duty under the existing Act? Before Parliament could assemble, 
the Government might be out of office, and then would follow probably a 
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dissolution; and, if so, upon whose shoulders would the blame rest? Mr‘ 
Eckett had said the duty of the board was to appoint inspectors for the 
metropolis. True, but they were not to leave out the City. And then, in 
the event of a bill such as Mr. Clive referred to being introduced next ses- 
sion, it would be the duty of this board to petition against it. It was not a 
convenient thing that there should be two bodies in the metropolis with 
powers to appoint inspectors and test meters. It would lead to the adoption 
of two sets of regulations, and that body which was the most lax in this 
respect would get. the most business. Already complaints were made of 
the laxity of the City inspector, and, hereafter, would not questions arise as 
to the legality of the thing, all which difficulties would be got rid of by the 
board proceeding at once in the simple way laid down in the Act. He 
would ask, was not this board a metropolitan board, or did it not include 
the City of London? Ifthe square mile of which the City was composed 
was excluded, then this was not a metropolitan board. If the board were 
to have no jurisdiction in the City, then he would ask, why was the City 
represented there ? 

Mr. H. L. Tayuor: You cannot do without us. 

Mr. Doutron said he was glad to see the City members there, and he ad- 
mired the determination and energy which they always displayed in pro- 
tecting the interests of those who sent them. If the board took a lesson 
from them, it would reject the report of the committee. It could not be 
yo that the anomaly which the exclusion of the City would create 
could be allowed to exist. He was quite prepared to hear it said that this 
board and the City authorities ought to live in peace and brotherly love. 
In reply, he would say that he raised his — objections, not that he 
loved the City less, but that he loved the Metropolitan Board more. He 
concluded by moving the following amendment :—“ That the Sale of Gas 
Act, 1859, vests the administration of its provisions in the justices of peace, 
as well in cities as in counties; that the Amendment Act of 1861 transfers 
all powers conferred on the justices, so far as relates to the metropolis, as 
defined by the Metropolis Local Management Act, to this hoard, without 
excepting any ane of its area from their jurisdiction; that it has been 
the intention of the Legislature to intrust the execution of duties affecting 
the whole metropolis to this board, as evinced by the provisions made for 
its equal representation. That the Attorney-General has given his opinion 
that neither the Commissioners of Sewers nor the justices of the City of 
London have power to perform any functions connected with the Sale of 
Gas Acts; that this board, therefore, resolves that it will take the necessary 
steps for carrying out the provisions of the Sale of Gas Acts within the City. 
That a communication be addressed to the justices, acquainting them with 
such resolution, and inquiring whether they are prepared to transfer the 
— in their possession to this board, and on what terms? That it be 
referred to the gas committee to give practical effect to the foregoing re- 
solution.” 

Mr. R. TAyLor seconded the amendment. 

Alderman LAWRENCE opposed it, and said that, taking the three Acts 
together, it would be seen that a most consistent course had been taken 
throughout, and they all pointed to the exclusion of the City of London. 

Mr. Puiturps thought there could be no doubt such was the intention, 
ae it had not been carried out by the terms of the Act. He considered 
it would be unwise, on the part of the board, under the circumstances with 
which they had become acquainted, through the interview of the clerk with 
the Under-Secretary of State, to take any active measures until it was seen 
what Parliament would do next session, although the letter of the Act was 
in their favour. 

Mr. CARPMAEL inquired whether the three inspectors appointed by the 
board had had districts assigned to them ? 

The Cuatrmaw said the committee intended to erect one testing-house 
on the south side of the Thames, on a portion of the ground which had 
been cleared for the new street; another, in Whitechapel, for the eastern 
district; and a third, on some spot at the west end of London. 

Mr. CARPMAEL asked, where a person residing in the City, and having a 
dispute with the gas company about the correctness of his meter, would take 
it to be tested, assuming that the board acted upon the opinion of the Attor- 
ney-General ? 

The CuarrMan said, the board having jurisdiction over the whole metro- 
polis, he might take it to any one of the three inspectors oa by them. 

Mr. CARPMAEL was afraid he must differ from the chairman, the Act 
requiring that the board should appoint inspectors to districts, and it was 
only by the inspector in the district where the dispute arose that the meter 
could be tested. 

The CHarrMAN said the board had not yet defined the districts, and, 
therefore, it was not competent for the honourable member to say that the 
City of London was external to any district. 

Mr. CARPMAEL said he was clearly of opinion that it was not necessary 
for them to appoint any inspector in the City at all, if they included that por- 
tion of the metropolis in one of the districts. He understood, when the mat- 
ter was discussed before, that the engineering divisions of London were 
to be taken as the limits of the respective districts; and, if so, the City would 
be included in one of them. He was of opinion that the board ought to 
have communicated with the magistrates at once, and have appointed the 
City inspector as one of their officers, so that everything done by him might 
be done under the sanction of the board, leaving the legal question to be 
settled hereafter. As to the propriety of including the City, he went to the 
full-extent with Mr. Doulton, and held that, in any new legislation for local 
management, former grounds of exemptions, in reference to that portion of 
the metropolis, should cease to be recognized. Nothing could be more de- 
structive to the notion of metropolitan government than the preservation 
of an exclusive and separate jurisdiction in the City on matters identical 
with those in the other districts. It appeared to him, that the magistrates 
there had no more to do with carrying out the provisions of the Gas Acts, 
than the magistrates of the counties of Middlesex and Surrey, in the external 
portions of the metropolis. This board, according to the opinion of the 
Attorney-General, were a court of appeal from the magistrates of Middlesex 
and Surrey, but not from those of the City of London. Could anything be 
more anomalous or absurd? 

Mr. Rosinson was at a loss to know upon what principle the Government 
said the City was intended to be excluded, when their own law officer had 
given an opinion to the board, that the Act deprived the justices there of 
any jurisdiction in the matter. He should certainly support the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. H. L. Tay or said, it appeared as if some members were jealous of 
the City of London, and supposed that there was a desire on the part of the 
magistrates there to act in antagonism to the board. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. The City justices did not seek for jurisdiction in 
the matter; it was given to them long before it was thought of in reference 
to the board. The Act of 1859 provided that all penalties recovered in the 
City should be paid to the chamberlain, showing that Parliament con- 








sidered them the proper authority to be intrusted with the matter. The 
magistrates had not been backward in doing their duty. Why should the 
board desire to interfere with them, when they were themselves not yet in 
a position to carry out the Act in the other parts of the metropolis? The 
amendment was a gross insult to the City justices, and he warned the 
board that, if they adopted it, they would be fishing in troubled waters. 
The justices were to be asked whether they were prepared to transfer their 
apparatus to the board, and on what terms? Why, the justices would 
rather, under such circumstances, melt it down, and sell it for old metal. 
The thing was too absurd to be discussed. Parliament were to be asked to 
amend the Act of last session; and, if the Legislature said the justices 
should have no jurisdiction, they would make the board a present of the 
apparatus. He hoped the board would act with judgment in this matter, 
and not exhibit that centralizing tendency, which was, after all, the real 
principle of Lord Llanover’s measures for local self-government. 

Mr. Bristow said, it was true the Under-Secre' of State proposed to 
introduce a bill to amend the Act of last session, but it was by no means 
certain that the House of Commons would it. Mr. Clive’s opinion 
of what the Legislature “intended,” had nothing to do with the question 
before the board; the law of the land was what they had to do with. 
Whether the intention was as stated, it was quite clear the Act of last session 
gave the board jurisdiction in the City. The Act of 1859 said the justices 
of the peace for cities and counties should appoint a sufficient number of 
inspectors, and should allot to such inspectors their several districts. The 
Act of last session only altered the words “ justices of the peace for cities 
and counties,” for the Metropolitan Board of Works; therefore, what the 
board had to do was, to appoint inspectors for the discharge of the duties in 
the metropolis, and to assign to each a district. Mr. Taylor had spoken of 
the City justices being insulted by the Act of Parliament being carried out; 
but the same would apply equally to the magistrates of Middlesex and 
Surrey. 

Alderman LAwrEnce said there was this difference, that the City justices 

roceeded to carry out the Act of 1859, but the magistrates of Surrey and 
iddlesex refused to do so; and, therefore, their jurisdiction was transferred 
to this board. 

Mr. Bristow said the board had nothing to do with the City justices. 
Very respectable men they were in their way, and had been so from the 
time of Falstaff downwards; but, it was absurd to say that they were to 
consider themselves insulted because the board were about to proceed to 
discharge certain duties under an Act of Parliament. The argument about 
centralization did not apply, for the board had not sought to have this juris- 
diction. The whole question seemed to lie in a nutshell. The Act of Par- 
liament was clear; it had that peculiar quality, that “he who runs may 
read.” This board had the duty cast upon them, and “e were bound to 
carry it out, irrespective of any communication from the City or the 
Government. In doing so they did not intend, and ought not to be regarded 
as conveying an insult to any person or any body of men. The board were 
called upon to assign districts to their inspectors; and, in one of those dis- 
tricts, they ought to include the City of London, whatever might hereafter 
be done in reference to the exclusion of that part of the metropolis. 


Mr. Samupa suggested that, as the board had not oe assigned dis- 
tricts to the inspectors, they might get over the difficulty which existed by 
appointing the City inspector for the district in which he at present acted; 
and that an arrangement might be entered into with the City authorities to 
enable the testing of meters there to be carried on, under the supervision of 
this board. So far as he was personally concerned, he cared not whether 
the proposed bill of the Government were successful next session or not; 
and did not think it was at all worth the while of the board to oppose such 
a measure, if it were introduced. At the same time, seeing that the lan- 
guage of the Act of 1861 was clear and explicit, he would not have the 
board abrogate the functions which it conferred; and he was sure that, 
however strong the feeling of the justices might be in respect to exclusive 
jurisdiction within the City, they would have no right and no disposition 
to complain of the steps which the board might take. 

Mr. Dermer said there was no evidence that Parliament made a mistake, 
even if the Government did in the Act of last session; and, he thought, it 
was time the Government were told that the board were jealous of their 
interference with its action. 

Mr. D'Irrancer, admitting that the Act of 1861 gave the board authority 
in the City of London, was of opinion that this was a case in which it was 
not wise to insist upon their full “ pound of flesh.” If the board placed 
themselves in antagonism to the Government, they could not expect their 
help when difficulties arose. The Government and the corporation of 
London together would be too strong for the board; and it was better, 
therefore, to yield at once with a good grace that which before long they 
would be compelled to give up. ° 

Mr. FREEMAN agreed in toto with Mr. Doulton and Mr. Bristow as to the 
policy of the amendment, but doubted whether he could quite accept the 
modus operandi which it offered. He recommended that the whole case 
should be placed before Mr. Clive and Parliament at the proper time, but 
he thought it would be derogatory to the board to put themselves in com- 
munication with the City justices on the subject. 

Mr. Le Breton said all that he had heard during the discussion con- 
vinced him that it was the duty of the board to assert their privileges, and 
carry out the powers which the Legislature had conferred upon them. If 
they attempted to deal with the Act of Parliament, having regard to what 
they were told were the “intentions” of the Government, they would in- 
volve themselves in a sea of trouble. He suggested that the words “ that 
it has been the intention of the Legislature,” &c., in the first sentence of 
the amendment, should be omitted, and that it should read as a simple 
declaration that the board regarded themselves as intrusted with the exe- 
cution of the Act for the entire metropolis. He also suggested that it 
would be better to leave out the two last sentences; and, at the close of the 
second sentence, substitute the words “in every district of the metropolis,” 
for the words “ within the City.” 

Mr. Doutton said he was quite willing to adopt the alteration if the 
board would permit him. 

Mr. WILKINSON concurred in the principle of the amendment, but did 
not think the board would be taking the proper time or means for asserting 
it by adopting the action which it was proposed to take. It had been said 
that the terms of the Act of last session were singularly clear and explicit. If 
so, how came it that the present Lord Chancellor, when Attorney-General, 
advised the Government that the words did not include the City, which his 
successor affirmed they did? He had heard it stated in Westminster Hall, 
that the opinion of Lord Westbury was not taken upon the bill when before 
the House, but, upon the draft of a bill which it was proposed to introduce. 
In any case, there was clearly a mistake, and he thought there could be no 
doubt the Legislature did not intend to give this board jurisdiction in the 
City. Nobody could doubt that any more than they could doubt that the 
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Act of 1861 did confer that jurisdiction. He was prepared to contend that 
they ought to have it, but he was not prepared to accept a false issue, and 
hamper himself 7 fighting on a state of things which would set the public 
against them. The board would prejudice their own case if they did not 
suspend further proceedings for the short period which remained before the 
meeting of Parliament, and the intentions of the Government were practi- 


good one, if they could get the City authorities to agree to it. He would 
alter the amendment, so as to make the latter part read thus—“ That a com- 
munication be addressed to the justices, acquainting them with such reso- 


lution, and stating that, in order to avoid inconvenience to the public, the 


gentleman already appointed by the justices, and to sanction the use of the 
apparatus already provided by the City.” 

eputy Harrison thought that, under the circumstances which had come 
to their knowledge as to the intention of the Government, it would be an 


a matter of this kind, because neither party could have any strong feelings 
or prejudices either way. At the.present moment, when the board were 
not fully prepared to carry out the provisions of the Act in other parts of 


cally expressed.. He thought the suggestion made by Mr. Samuda was a | 


board are prepared to appoint as inspector for the City of London, the | 


unseemly thing for this board and the City magistrates to be in conflict on | 


the metropolis, before they had settled their districts, erected their buildings, | 


or obtained their instruments and apparatus, a dispute with the City autho- 
rities, who had done their duty, and brought the Act into efficient operation 
within their boundaries, would certainly not reflect much credit upon the 
board. Let them, if they pleased, in arranging their districts, include the 
City of London in one of them; but it was, at least premature to interfere 
with the justices until they had done their duty to their own constituents. 
He counselled the board not to take a hasty step at this time by adopting 
the objectionable amendment, when Parliament, in two months time—be- 
fore the board could be in a position to act—would be called upon to settle 
definitively the point of difference which had been raised by the opinion of 
the Attorney-General. 

a Eckert replied at some length to the observations of the previous 
speakers, 

The amendment was then put, and negatived by 14 to 7. 

Mr. Lk Breton moved a further amendment—* That it be referred to 
the Committee, to report upon the division of the metropolis into dis- 
tricts.” 

Mr. Doutton seconded the amendment. He said the practical effect of it 
would be, that the committee would put themselves in communication with 
the authorities of the City, and reappoint the inspector appointed by them. 
A division was then taken, and the amendment carried by 16 to 9. 





CASTINGS.—Per Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. 















































14 in. | 2 in, [24 in. | Bin | din. | Sin. | Gin, | Zin. | 8 in. | 9 in. 110 in, | 12 in. 
CC ET) eC) 
Retail Pri Yorkshire, 

- — 10 per cont. Lonion. Glasgow. Newcastle; Wales, | — 
| Staffordshire. 
2 84.) 6 4.\2 8. dik « fd. £. 8. @. 

Pig Iron, NO. 1 ....000-seceeecesees 3 5 0'2 10 0,°2 12 6}3 00; 38 5 0 

14 and 2-inch Socket pipes.,....... 7 0 0';6 0 O;};6 § 01/6 10 0| 6 15 0 

pe GED occ ccccececences 619 0'5 100'5 145 0/6 0 0; 6 5 0 

5 and 5-inch ditto ............000 6 00,5 00,5 &§ 0/5 10 0; 5 15.0 

6 inches and upwards ditto... (5 150 410';5 0 0 5 00; 6 100 

Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast ~+ 5 100° 4100'4 6 O15 0 Of} 5&6 5 O 

Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto . . 6100 5 50 5100/6 00/ 6 50 

Tank-plates, § thick und above +6 ©0;5 © 0|;5 & O | 5 10 0 j 5 10 0 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 
Subject to 40 per cent. Discount. 

2in l}in. | 1) in. lin. Zin. jin. 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 12 feet—, s. d s. d. | & 4. aia & eo 
OF FICE oo cccnccesccesccccccoccceces 1 8 10 om 07 0 5 0 43 

Ditto ditto, from 6 inches to 18 inches— 
pe etevescopsosessoccereese 2 0 2 0 19 1 3 1 0 09 
Connecting: pieces, or Long Screws...... 3 6 23 20 16 13 oll 
Bends, Springs,and Elbows(wroughtiron)) 2 9 23 1 9 10 0 10 0 8 
40 2 6 20 1 6 . a 010 
46 3 0 2 6 20 16 1 2 
17 6 96|7 6 46 3 3 2 6 
28 0 160 {1 0 70; 56 46 

Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plus, and ' 

Nipples..... iMabsepenesacsowereseseee 1 3 09 0 8 0 6 0 5 04 

Plain Sockets 19 0 8 07 0 5 04! 03 

Syphons, 2-quart 15 0 14 0 | 13 6 133 0 }12 0 _ 





WYrice Current. 
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COALS.—Per Ton. 


Scotch Cannel, 





Newcastle.—Unscreened. 

















































Whitwell Primrose.......... —_— 6s. 9d, Roghead (at Leith)... ....++ 45s. Od, 
Medomsley, Eighton Moc nd Burn- Kirkness, best 23 0 
BAGS ocescccccncvececesessecveces 7 0 Capeldrae, Ist quality 20 0 
eg Or ccccccecececs 7 3 Dito, ORE GHD cocccccee.ce 12 6 
New Pelton, Peareth, South Pelaw, Lesmahago (at Glasgow).... 25 0 
Washington Hutton, and South Ditto (at Leith)... .....00 27 «6 
BERTON, ccccccocccccocccccccecce 7 6 ATMISCON... ceceeseeceesees 27 6 
De cccscccoccccccesesccececccese 7 > WeMFES ccccccccccvcccccccocscece 20 0 
Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel......... 16 0 Knightswood ......ceecseeeeeeers 18 0 
Pirnie.....+ Or ecercoccesecees cee “4 0 
FREIGHTS. 
Coastwise—Newcastle—DPer Ton. Foreign.—Per Keel. 
O82, | Bareclona......-sccscescscssccces: £25 10s. 
3S | Bordeaux.....-cccccccccscscesece - 
9 ! Boulogne and Calais........ 90 
D | COIS, . co rccccccccccccccccce 16 0 
0 Cromstad!,.......eeeseees _ 
6 Copenhagen . 910 
3 Genoa.... 23 0 
3 Hamburg 10 15 
0 Havre de G 11 10 
h 6 Leghorn.. 23 0 
Plymouth.. 9 9 | Lisbon.... 7 5 
Shoreham.,....... «. OF Be isccnes nsasavcepmmesecas 11 10 
Whitstable 7s.6d.to & 0 Brettin 2... cccccocccecsccccerse lo 
Weymouth 6 Tricste and Venice .... £21.10s.to 23 10 
SUNDRIES. 
Best Newcastle Fire-bricks—per 1000 .....£2.10s.to £2 15s, Od. 
Cliff's Fire-bricks (at Wortley)—per 1000 .......+..++ 21 6 
Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley )—per 1000, ........++++ 21 vw 
Fire-clay Retorts—per foot run .......+....58,6d.to 07 0 
Tough Cake Copper—per tom, ...-seceereeeeeecesces lw 10 0 
English Pig Lead—per tom..s.ssee seeesecceeeeeces => 8 8 
Welsh Bar Iron (in London)—per ton .. 6s 0 
Foreign Spelter—per ton ... ”» 0 0 
English Block Tin—per ton. 129 0 0 
Banca—per tot...++--sesees 118 10 6 
Tarred Rope Yarn—per cwt. . & #4 








ESLIE'S PATENTS: Gas and | 


Coke from common Coal, greatly increased in 
value.—60, Conduit Street, Lonpon, W. 


ESLIE’S PATENTS: Up to 


Forty Candle Gas.—60, Conduit Street, LonDoN, | 








ESLIE’S PATENTS: Licenses | 


for England, Scotland, and Ireland, the 86 De- 


B@dvertisements. 


UPWARD’S 





No. 1.—RATCHET-BRACE, DRILL-Posts, CLIPs, 
Bots, TaPp-DRILL, and Nut, for 3, 1, 1} in., £9 1 0 


ALTER MABON, Engineer, 


M. RICHARDSON and CO., ; 
WwW Inon Roor, GasHotper, AND Gas | ATENT DRILLING APPARATUS ARDWICK IRON WoRrkKS, FAIRFIELD STRERT 
APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS, j FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS. MANCHESTER, 2» 

TUNNEL FOUNDRY, DUDLEY. | 


Manufacturer of 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 


GASIIOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; | 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, | 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from | 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele-| 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. | 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway | 








partments of France and Belgium.—t0, Conduit Street, 
Lonpon, W. 


ESLIE’S PATENTS: The 


National Waste Heaps at Collieries UTILIZED for 
Gas purposes.—60, Conduit Street, Lonpon, W. 








No. 2.—RATCHET-BRACE, DRILL-PostTs, CLIPS, 
Bouts, TaPr-Dritw, & Nut, for 14 and 2ins., 10 6 0 
MADE BY 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., ENGINEERS, 
Near Grange Road, Bermondsey, 


SOLE LICENSEES. 





Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated lron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings. 

PLIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from2 inches 
to 48 inches bore. 





Also, 





LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
For Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, GUN-METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, &c.; 


PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-N®? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 
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Boexs under the Sales of Gas Act, 

22 and 23 Vict., c. 66. Drawn by GroroE 
Guover, Esq., and Settled by T. L, MARRIOTT, Esq., 
22, Parliament Street, London. 

Register Book, Store-Room Book, Testing-Room 
Book, and Inspector’s Certificate. Prices, half-bound, 
10s.each, Certificate, 2s. 

London: 8HAw and Sons, FeTTER LANE. 


ROBERT MACLAREN and (CO,, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


OUSE and CO., Boiler and 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 


GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Maragers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
Sey manufacture, both in respect of theiron cmptayed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
theprincipalofthelarge Gas Companies ofthe kingdom, 











Orders promptly executed. 
Cc. HOLMES & CO,, 
e GAS ENGINEERS, 


Wuirtzstonge Inon Works, HUDDERSFIELD. 
Manufacturers of Gas Apparatus, Gasholders, Iron 
Tanks, Roofs, &c. &c. 

Contractors for the Erection of Gas-Works through- 
out of any magnitude. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 
Makers of the Combined, Condensing, and Purifying 
Apparatus pan prone adapted for exportation), uniting 
simplicity and compactness with great efficiency and 
facility of working. 

References given to Works where it is in operation. 


EORGE CUTLER & COQ, 


GAS ENGINEERS, &c., 
London Gasholder and Boiler Works, 


8, WHARF, WENLOCK Roap, City Roap, N., 





LONDON. 
Rye, Nov. 12, 1860. 
Dear Sirs,—I ider it i bent on me to acquaint 





ou that the alterations recently made on the Rye Gas- 

orks—viz., the addition of a NEWLY-IMPROVED 
WASHER, and other work for the Purification of Gas, 
executed by the experienced workmen under your able 
supervision—are perfectly satisfactory to the Company, 
and the Gas is now as pure as it can be made. 

I am, dear Sirs, your obedient servant, 
CHARLEs THoMas, Superintendent, 
Rye Gas-Works. 

Messrs. Cutler and Co. 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 
of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
on se ai respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
Gas-Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that they are 
ete aa to ship the best quality of the above well- 
nown COALS at Glasgow or Leith ; and also to deliver 
them at the railway stations upon, or connected with, 
the Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
required, 
rice, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
and Ce., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago. 
Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, West GEORGE STREET. 








FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING, 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER HOSE-PIPES, 
WASHERS FOR STEAM-JOINTS, &c. 


pAmes LYNE HANCOCK begs to 
inform the trade he has considerably improved 
the manufacture of his FLEXIBLE TUBING, both 
oe and GLAZED, Made all sizes in 60 feet 
engths. 

INDIARUBBER GAS BAGS, fitted complete with 
Stop-Cocks and Tubes. 

All orders to be addressed to JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized Indiarubber Works, Goswell Road, (oppo- 
site Spencer Street) LoNpDon (E.C.). 


EORGE BOWER, 
GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER, 
AND CONTRACTOR, 


8T. NEOT’S, HUNTS. 
References to between 100 and 200 Gas-Works De- 
signed and Erected by the Advertiser. 


gst -IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 
with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging ana 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, on 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iren Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
LONDON. 











CORSICAN & MEDITERRANEAN GAS COMPANY, 


LIMITED. 
(Incorporated under the Joint-Stock Companies Act, 1856-57.) 





Capital, £25,000, in 2500 Shares of £10 each. 


£1 per Share to be paid on Application, and £1 on Allotment. 


(The Liability of the Shareholder is limited to the Amount of the Shares he holds in the 
Company.) 





—LLSLT 





DIRECTORS, 
R. E. DAVIDSON, Esq., Merchant, 6, Crosby Square. 
H. T. BALFOUR, Esq. (Firm of H. Balfour and Co., Durie Foundry, Leven, Fife.) 
Cartan W. JESSIE, J.P., Ingatestone, Essex. 
( With power to add to their number.) 


ENGINEER, 
GEORGE ANDERSON, Esq. 


' BANKERS, 
LONDON AND WESTMINSTER BANK, Lothbury. 


SOLICITOR, 
GEORGE BRADY, Esq., 5, Mitre Court, Temple. 


STANDING COUNSEL, 
A. N. FLINTOFF, Esq., 6, King’s Bench Walk, Temple. 


AGENTS IN LONDON AND CORSICA, 
Messrs. JESSE BROTHERS. 


Offices: 2, GREAT ST. HELEN’S. 





No English capital has been invested with more favourable results than that embarked in Gas-works on the 
Continent of Europe, more especially when those works have been under scientific and judici manag t 
The dividends paid by many of these companies will justify this remark. In the case of the Christiania Gas 
Company, the dividend for the last year amounted to 19} per cent. upon the paid-up capital. 

The object of the Corsican and Mediterranean Gas Company (Limited) is to supply the two chief towns of the 
Island of Corsica—namely, Bastia and Ajaccio—with this indispensable and almost universally-received mode of 
lighting ; and concessions (exclusive privilege) have been obtained for the Company, under the corporate seals of 
the municipalities of these towns—the duration of such concessions being for fifty years. 

Bastia contains a population of nearly 20,000 souls, and is rapidly on the increase. This town, which will 
bear comparison with some of the best in Italy, and is much superior to a great number of departmental chief 
towns in France already lighted with gas, stands, for the most part, on an acclivity; the houses, which in the 
principal streets are five and six stories in height, are inhabited on the flat principle, as in Edinburgh, and 
Victoria Street, Westminster, in which each family occupies a story, with a staircase common to all; they are, 
therefore, well calculated for an economical distribution of gas. The town is likewise extending itself along the 
port, several new and wide streets having recently been laid out, on the site of which houses are now being erected. 
The trade is principally with Leghorn, Genoa, Elba, Naples, Marseilles, and Messina, and the neighbouring 
Island of Sardinia. Steamboats ply between Bastia and Marseilles, and between the former town and Leghorn, 
distant six hours, twice a week ; and, when the railway to Nice is completed, there will also be steam communi- 
cation with that port. The French Government have, in the last session, authorized a large expenditure for the 
construction of a new harbour at Bastia, which must greatly increase the trade of the place. The public buildings 
are numerous, and from 4000 to 5000 troops are generally quartered in the town, the barracks for which are 
necessarily large. 

The price stipulated to be paid for the street lamps is at the rate of 8s. 114d. per 1000 cubic feet of gas con- 
sumed. ‘The price of gas to be consumed in the public offices and municipal buildings is at the rate of 11s. 3d., 
and that for the general public at 13s, 6d. per 1000 cubic fect. 

The cost of coal delivered in Corsica will be about from 12s. to 14s. above that of coal in London—say, from 
1s. 3d. to 1s. 6d. dearer on each 1000 cubic feet of gas; and, as the price of gas under these concessions is gua- 
ranteed at from three to four times the price obtained in London, it follows that the dividend cited below will be 
within that which will actually be paid. The coke can be sold to a smelting work immediately adjoining the 
company’s premises. 

‘The terms of the concession were negotiated with the personal co-operation of Mr. George Anderson, gas 
engineer, who visited Corsica on two occasions for that purpose. They are, in his opinion, very favourable as 
to price, the clauses for the protection of the Company’s interest being also of a just and liberal character, and 
calculated to prevent litigation. 

The concession also provides that the street lamps shall not be further apart than thirty-eight yards; that all 
payments for gas consumed shall be made monthly ; that a deposit may be demanded before gas is supplied ; and 
that the Company shall have a power of entry on premises, to examine and remove meters and fittings, and cut off 
the supply of gas; the registration of the meter is made primd facie evidence in the courts of law ; and other very 
important privileges are conceded. 

The municipality of Bastia have authorized the lighting by the Company of 166 street lamps, which will be 
erected at the expense of the corporation, and the number subsequently increased as the exigencies of the town 
may require—also at the expense of the city authorities. 

The second town, Ajaccio, the capital of Corsica, has a population of about 16,000 souls; it is the seat of the 
prefecture, and contains many handsome public buildings, large barracks, and government seminaries. Trade is 
more limited here than at Bastia, but there is a magnificent and safe harbour; and, as the town is extending 
itself, which has been more especially the case since the late visit of the Emperor of the French, who has autho- 
rized the construction of a large pier, wharves, and a dockyard—business will necessarily increase. There is 
steam communication with Marseilles and the neighbouring Island of Sardinia twice a week. 

The terms of the concession are of the same favourable character for Ajaccio as for Bastia—in fact, the prices 
area — higher, and will remain so until such time as the consumption of gas shall be equal in quantity to 
that of Bastia. 

The required caution-money has been deposited, and the ground for the works at Bastia purchased. A grant 
of land for the works at Ajaccio has been made to the Concessionaire by the municipality of that town. 

The Company’s engineer estimates the profits of the undertaking at from 12 to 15 per cent., and he is prepared 
to receive two-thirds of the payment for his professional services in paid-up Shares of the Company. 

An arrangement has been made with the Concessionaire, whereby his rights are secured to the Company on 
fair and reasonable terms. 

Applications for Shares are to be made to the Directors, at the Office of the Company. 





FORM OF APPLICATION FOR SHARES. 


To the Directors of the Corsican and Mediterranean Gas Company, Limited. 


GENTLEMEN, 
I request you will allot me Shares in this Company, and I hereby 
undertake to accept the same (or any less number that may be allotted to me), subject to the provisions and 
clauses contained in the Articles of Association of the Company. 
I enclose for 
£1 per Share, to be paid on application for the above number of Shares. 
Iam, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 


Pounds, being the deposit of 


Applicants for Shares can also pay the amount of their deposits to the account of the Company, at the London 


and Westminster Bank, Lothbury, who will give a receipt for the same. 


Received from , on account of the 
Corsican and Mediterranean Gas Company, Limited, the sum of Pounds, 
being the deposit made in accordance with the above application for an allotment of Shares. 
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WILLIAM SUGG, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS, 
“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, 


Experimental Meters, Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 
STREET-LAMP GOVERNORS AND LAVA BURNERS, 
19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 


HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Meesrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 


| ena _ METER. . N. D E FE R Tt E 3, io oe METER 


CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
inventor and Batentec 


WET GASMETERS, 


WITH SELF-ADJUSTING WATER-LINE; 


DRY METERS, 


GAS-HEATING BATHS, OVENS, STOVES, 
GAS FIRES with INDESTRUCTIBLE FUEL, 
§c., §e. . . 
FACTORY: DIANA PLACE, FITZROY SQUARE. OFFICE: 406, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, 
Eight Doors from Factory. 















































Attempts having been made to construct Self-Supplying Apparatus to Wet Gas-Meters upon the Bird Fountain principle,—which, although un- 

| erring to supply water in the open atmosphere, has not wholly succeeded so as to be relied upon when enclosed ina Gas-tight Meter Case,—N. Derries 
| begs leave most respectfully to acquaint Gas Companies, and the Public in general, that he has constructed his PATENT WET GAS-METER upon 
a method entirely different, being founded on the well-known principle of the self-acting supply of the Oil Lamp, which has never been applied for the 
|adjustment of the Meter Water-Line before, and which, by the admission of external air to a chamber sealed from Gas, will never fail to faithfully 
| perform its required function. They are of the very best materials and workmanship, will stand more pressure than is required as the test for sound- 
|ness by the New Act, are guaranteed to prevent surreptitious burning without detection, and will be kept in repair free of charge for seven years. 





N. DEFRIES’S CELEBRATED DRY METERS, 


| 
of which more than 80,000 are in use in Palaces, Churches, Chapels, Royal Dockyards, Club Houses, Public Offices, and other Buildings throughout 
tlte Empire and Continent, which have done so much in checking surreptitious burning, and simplified the fitting up of Gas. 

To remove any doubt of accuracy of measurement his Meter for 1500 lights, in use upwards of ten years at the Royal Italian Opera, until that 
Building was destroyed by Fire, was long afterwards dug out of the burnt ruins, then tested by the Chartered Gas Company in the presence of George 
Lowe, Esq., F.R.S., and other Chief Officers, and found inflexibly correct. Also, on the 9th of June, 1858, at the Western Gas- Works, his Meter for 
150 lights, after considerable use, was doubted, and subected to the most variable tests—from the full lighting to a single Jet—and in each case, as in 
other instances, accuracy was finely indicated. 

As to durability, his two large Meters at the Thames Tunnel have been in use night ar’ day for upwerJs of twelve years—one continuation of 
dark hours—subjected to the wear and tear of seventy-five years as compared with the-ordinary business hox:r: «f using Gas above ground. 


| LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS BILL. 
| All Meters constructed by N. DEFRIES are guaranteed to p-ss the Provisions of the Standard. 


No alteration has been necessary in the Meters he continues to supply to the Chartered, Imperial, City of London, Equitable, and other large 
| Companies, his accustomed range of 1 per cent. over and under meeting all the desired requirements; whereas, by the New Act, a greater departure 
| from accuracy—viz., 2 per cent. fast to 3 per cent. slow—is permitted. 
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AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS. 
PROVIDENCE IRON Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 








ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS. 


FFICE for the Procuration of 

LETTERS PATENT ,and the REGISTRATION 

of DESIGNS. JosepH WILLcock and Co., Patent 

Agents and Engineers, Successors to Messrs. Barlow 
and Co., 89, Chancery Lane, Lonpon, W.C. 

GRATIS, and post free, “THE INVENTOR’S 
MANUAL;” also a pamphlet, ‘ L’Obtention de Pa- 
tentes Anglaises;”? 500 MECHANICAL MOVE- 
MENTS; the first part of Kinematics, or the Trans- 
formation of Motion. By JosrpH Wittcock, C.E., 
Mem. Soc. of Eng. May ve had at the above address, 
and of any Bookseller, Price 2s. 6d. The second 
part is app hing ion, and will shortly be 
announced. 











Now ready, 


OL. IX. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1860, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III., 
LV., V., VI., VIL., and VIII. are still on sale, 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





Just Published, price 3s., by Post, 3s. 2d., 


[HE CHEMISTRY OF GAS 
LIGHTING, 

with an Appendix containing a description of the 
different processes for the Manufacture of Colouring 
Matters from Coal Tar. 

Re-arranged and reprinted from the JOURNAL OF 

Gas LIGHTING. 
LONDON: WILLIAM B. KING, 11, Bott Court, 
Fueet Street, E.C. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 


THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
| MANUFACTURERS ofr EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 


&e. &e. 
LONDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
Curaistig & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SouTHWARK, 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 


PROPRIRTORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK WorRKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB. A quantity of best Clay Retorgs in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D’s, 1612, 1514, 2016, 1618. 


AMES NEWTOVN, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 

Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, ILONDON. 

Derét for STOURBRIDGE ann NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
LBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The 


removal of the import duties on Earthenware 
permitting the entry of Clay Retorts into England, 
Albert Keller, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of 
the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 
the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by him, They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form. ‘The price will bein proportion 
to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to 
their value. 
Communiations, addressed to ALBERT KELLER 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


ST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 
MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
oort and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 




















, 
ILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS 
IMPROVED MACHINE-MADE BURNERS 
WROUGHT-IRON BATSWINGS, 
For RAILway STATIONS AND MARKETS, 
GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, 
| BRASS AND IRON TUBES OF EVERY KIND 
SUPPLIED ON THE Best TERMS, 
AT THE Works, 
9, 10,11, BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM, 


AM P-POS8T §| 

suitable for entrances to Public Buildings, as | 

well as ordinary street lighting, in upwards of 100 
different patterns. 


GLOBULAR LAMPS 
of superior manufacture, in Copper, ‘Tin, Cast | 
and Wrought Iron. | 
Please address in full, WILLIAM Hoop, 12, U 
Thames Street, Lonpon. ? _ | 








NO CHIMNEY WANTED 
FOR RICKETS & HAMMOND’S PATENT CALORIFERE GAS- 


STOVES, in Churches, Halls, or Shops; and for Conservatories, or any 
close apartment, a Pipe can be attached to carry away the burnt air. 


ayy 





AGAR STREET, STRAND, LONDON.—LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE TRADE. 











BEST AND CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK., 
7 | 








Nagy 





BROWN AN MAY’S PATENT. 


Abeve 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. eri nch extra, 1 


Can be taken to pieces without being removed rom the line of Piping. | 
NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


Wholesale Agents, Messrs. 8S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., | 
Where a Sample may be seen. 
| 


WALTER FORD, | 





LATE 
PADDON and FORD, 
wAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, | 
GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. | 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


A large number of STATION* METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and | | 
GOVERNORS for MAINS, up to 24 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and Ford. These Meters || 
and Governors possess peculiar advantages as regards strength and freedom of action. 

Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
any required consumption. ‘These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. | 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 1 
28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 1 
PATENTEE OF 


DRY & IMPROVED WET GAS-METERS,| 


AND 


GAS APPARATUS. 
All Meters warranted to comply with the Act of Parliament. 


WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron oe 

















| 
| 
| 
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F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 

ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
(Made from ‘‘ReGcistzREp’’ DgsiGNs), with GLAss BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices, Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


ALPHA TUBE-WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE. 








1G FG FRiSsy 
x 5 RE Vay 





’ 


Established 1830. 


LAMBERT BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Wrought-Iron Welded Tubes 
and Fittings, 

FOR GAS & HIGH-PRESSURE WATER & STEAM. 








BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 
keep always on stock their 
IMPROVED GAS VALVES 


rom 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had on application. 
These Valves are all proved to 30 Ibs. on the square inch before leaving 


the works, 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 





500 
HOLMAN’S PATENT DOUBLE-ACTION PUMPS 


Prove their general adaptation. They are adopted by 


OIVIL, MARINE, MANUFACTURING, AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. 


Por Pumping TAR, AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, WATER, WORT, and other fluids, their intrinsic excellence 
is too well known to need description. 

8. HOLMAN tenders his hearty thanks to all Patrons, and is prepared to undertake the Supply of Towns, 
Public and Private Establishments, and Irrigation of Lands, on any scale. 

Sole London Agent of the Williame’s Perran Foundry Company, for the Sale of Cornish Pumping, Winding, 
and other Steam-Engines, heavy Machinery, Castings, and Forgings. 

London Agent for Tangye’s Patent Hydraulic Presses, Jacks, Lifts, Crabs, Cranes, Blocks, &c 


ALL KINDS OF HYDRAULIC AND STEAM MACHINERY FOR HOME USE OR EXPORT. 
Cornish Boilers of superior construction, Steam~Cocks, Gauges, and Fittings. 


S. HOLMAN, C.H.E., 18, CANNON STREET, E.C. 
W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT anp AGENT, 


AND 


Wholesale and Retail Charcoal and Coke Dealer, and Grinder, 
12, BANKSIDE, and GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, SOUTHWARK, S.E. 








ALL GOODS KEPT IN STOCK, AND SUPPLIED AT MANUFACTURERS PRICES, 


Cast-Iron Socket, Flanch, Hot Water-Pipes and Connexions, for Gas, Water, and Steam purposes, Rain- 
Water-Pipes and Guttering, &c. Furnace-Pans and Stable-Fittings. Retorts, Hydraulic Main, Furnace- 
Work, &c. Lamp-Columns, Lanterns, Cocks and Burners, Wrought-Iron Tubing, &c., of best description. 
Screw-Cocks, Sluices, and Gas-Valves of every description. Bar, Rod, Plate, and Hoop-Iron Bolts and Nuts. 
Cast-Iron Columns, Girders, Street-Posts, Watering-Posts, Gutters, Gratings and Railing-Bars, Tank-Plates, 
and Pump-Castings. Engine, Mill,and Lathe Castinga. Planing, Turning, and Boring executed. Cast-Iron 
Pans, for Soap and Chemical Works. Galvanized Cast-Iron Jars and Pots, for Sugar Refiners. . Stourbridge 
and Newcastle Fire-Bricks, Retorts, Lumps, Tiles, and Clay. Malleable Iron Castings. Pipe-Laying by Con- 
tract. Double-Kefined Machinery Oil. Iron Borings. Sal iac and Sulphur. 

Castings made in Town or Country, on the shortest notice, to Sketches, Drawings, or Patterns. 

Best Animal Charcoal, for Sugar Refiners, and Case-Hardening. 

_ Best prepared Wood Charcoal, Prepared Fuel for Smokeless Stoves guaranteed. Granulated Charcoal for 
Air and Water Filters. Chemists and Druggists supplied with Pulverized Carbon. Charcoal and Coke Black- 
ing, and Coal-Dust, and superior strong Coke, for Foundry purposes. Gypsum of the finest and purest quality. 
Sulphate of Ammonia. 


Estimates given, and Orders by Post punctually attended to the same day. 
AGENT FOR 
BECK’S PATENT STOP-VALVES, 
For Gas, Water, Steam, and General Purposes, and 


DAVIS'S PATENT COMBINED SMALL-COKE OR BREEZE OVEN, & SMOKE CONSUMER. 


a 

















ILLIAM RICHARDSON 
(LATE OF DUDLEY), 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
PATENTEE OF THE VERTICAL OVEN RETORT 
No. 357, Persnore Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND ‘ 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20. WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Renda, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 





CHARLES Hors.ey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation 4 public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 
in general, 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nectione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
treet. 


OHN ROGERSON and CO, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 

ON-TEES. 
Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas- Works, 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 
LONDON HOUSE: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, 








GAS COAL, 


EAL, WALKER, and CO., Coal and 
COKE MERCHANTS, No. 1, Walker’s Buildings, 
SHEFFIELD, beg to inform the Directors and Managers 
of Gas Companies, that they are in a position to con- 
tract for the supply of the different sorts of best Gas 
Coal, such as best Silkstone, Barnsley, and others, at 
the lowest prices, which may be had on application at 
the above Office. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WeNLock Iron Works, 
21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 





GAs Stoves, Gas Baths, Gas Cooking 
APPARATUS, warranted the best in Englan 
at Pu1LLiPs’s, the original inventor and manufacturer, 
and general gas-fitter, &c., 55, Skinner Street, Snow 

Hill, Lonpon, E.C, 

PATENT SAFETY ATLAS CHANDELIERS, Sun 
and Star Burners, Outside Lamps, Patent Reflecting 
Lamps, Portable Coppers for either Gas or Fuel. Iron 
Tube and Fittings. Best quality for Gas, Steam, or 
Hot Water, &c. &c. 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
BAKER and C Oz 
e (Contractors to Goverrment). 

24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 
Every article manufactured at their own Works and 
Mines, Brierley Hill. 

FIRE-BRICKS, Lumps, Squares, Tiles, 
and Gas Retorts of all dimensions. 


CRUCIBLE and CEMENT CLAYS. 
GARDEN EDGINGS, of various pat- 


terns. 


BUFF and ORNAMENTAL TILES. 
CLINKERS and STABLE PAVINGS, 


noted for hardness and durability, being perfectly non- 
absorbent, 
Shipments on the shortest notice. 


ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 
DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKs, 
Near DUDLEY, 
Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any site 
or shape required. 
PIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MODEL OR DRawING. 

B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Ketorts, which have been used With great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, 

References given, if required. 
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R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINELRS, TRON & BRASS FOUNDSBRS, 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 


GLASGOW; 
and aT SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES; 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS, 
GASHOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 

Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

SOLE AGENT FOR THE SOUTH, SOUTH-EAST, AND SOUTH-WEST OF ENGLAND :— 

J. E. DOWSON, 38, DOWGATE HILL, THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 











FIRECLAY RETORTS) tiocas. 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 


RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 


beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and’ the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required, 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 


A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—EZaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


CLEGG’S 
NEW PATENT HYDRAULIC GAS-METER. 





BISCHOFF, BROWN, & CO., LANGHAM WORKS, 





GEORGE STREET, 














MANUFACTURERS ri 
AND hie \ <==] GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 
NH ipA==— = 
SOLE LICENSEES, SS bee ; LONDON, W. 








Se — ee eee 


This Meter is the last and one of the greatest achievements of the late Samuet Cuixee, C.E., in his connexion with the 
Manufacture and use of Gas, and, without presumption, it may be confidently affirmed to be the only Meter extant that can be 
relied upon to measure correctly, to work with the minimum of pressure, and steadiness of light. It cannot be tampered with 
by tilting or otherwise, and will be of great durability. 

This Meter is constructed on an entirely new principle, and, when once adjusted, will always remain the same under all 
circumstances. The quantity or height of the water in it has no effect on its capacity. The immense importance and economy 
of this to Gas Companies who are obliged to employ so many inspectors, is so obvious, that they will be able to appreciate its 
advantages over all other Wet Meters, where the varying height of the water regulates the capacity. 

The Drum, from its peculiar construction, presents scarcely any resistance when moving through the water; and, its 
weight being taken off its axis by an air vessel, it revolves with the slightest pressure. 

The comparative absence of friction in the Drum reduces the wear and tear, and enables it to be made of the strongest 
materials, which will keep it in working order longer than any other Meter. 

It is approved and adopted by the principal London and Country Gas Companies, and is guaranteed to comply with the 
“Sale of Gas Act,” as this Meter, beyond all doubt, works within a shorter range of registration than any other Meter 
manufactured. 
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CROSLEY & GOLDSMITH’S 


PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. 
MANUFACTURED BY 


Ir. BRIGGS, 


(Late CROSLEY & CO.,) 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
108, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, 8.E. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. 
Manufacturer of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 
Also, Manufacturer of EXPERIMENT METERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c., &c., similar 
to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 
I. BRIGGS is also prepared to supply Gas Companies and others with 
DUPLICATES of Mr. KING’S CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 


similar to that manufactured by Crosley & Co., and verified by the ASTRONOMER-ROYAL, and Proressor MILLER, of Cam- 
bridge, on behalf of the Government, which was deposited by them in the Office of the COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the 
EXCHEQUER, before Noy. 13, 1859, in compliance with the “ Act for Regulating Measures used in Sales of Gas.” He also supplies 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 
Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 


TRUSS’S PATENT ELASTIC PIPE-JOINT, 
FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 


Is the only pervect joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion 
and contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 
culable saving in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. 

* Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to 


THOMAS SEAVILLE TRUSS, C.E., 583, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HEAD on MOUTH PIECE 
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KING BROTHERS beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 


Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 





FIRE-CLAY GAS RETOR 


Po 5 re STEEL: 





JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHRD INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 
composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 
leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 
To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 
re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House, 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOCL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 

HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 

FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 











M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
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CROLL, RATT, AND C O., 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-MET ER, 


Are prepared to supply their Meters duly stamped, under the authority of the Sale of Gas 
| Act, 22nd and 28rd Vic., Cap. 66. 





Fees for Stamping charged on Invoice. 


FACTORY: 
CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURER OF 

CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING & NON-COMPENSATING WET GAS-METERS, 

Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
warenrs REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
a Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSOCN’S BROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 

AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &c 
* Analysis of Gas for Practical Men,” by A. Wricut, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. Price-Lists on ApPLicaTION. 


JAMES MEACOC K, 


PATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 


7, SNOW HiLL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 
ESTABLISHED 1836. 


J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 


These METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the Requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT 











GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 

















D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
Jiavite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
‘|any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
| GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
||CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
| DD HULETT’'S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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